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Primary Source
The primary source I have chosen to analyse for this assignment is the proclamation of The Provisional Government of the Irish Republic to the People of Ireland. This proclamation was the final step in the plans of the provisional government in their attempt to overthrow British governance in Ireland.
Author
The author of the proclamation of the provisional government of the Irish Republic is still unclear as there was no authorship given to the document when it was published. Some historians believe it was written by Padraig Pearse, a member of the provisional government, however, he did not at any time claim authorship of the proclamation. Although there is no definite author, the proclamation was signed by the seven men who were part of the provisional government during that time. The proclamation was signed by, in order in which they appear on the document, Thomas J Clarke, Sean Mac Diarmada, Thomas MacDonagh, Padraig Pearse (P.H Pearse), Eanonn Ceannt, James Connolly and Joseph Plunkett.
Purpose
The purpose of the proclamation was to highlight the plans of the provisional government to start an uprising known historically as the Easter Uprising 1916, against British rulership. It was to bring together the people of Ireland in a fight to become a sovereign independent state. The provisional government was making an attempt to educate the people on the ways in which they prepared in the background for the day that was approaching.
Medium
The proclamation appeared as posters on buildings and electric poles throughout Dublin, Ireland and was even distributed by young boys. It was intended for Irish people to take a stand against the British empire to end their rulership of Ireland and to help create an independent state. As an added form of persuasion, Padraig Pearse was compelled to read the document in front of the General Post Office in Dublin to citizens.
Origins
The proclamation was written sometime in 1916 and was approved on April 17th, 1916, by a council of seven men who would then declare themselves the provisional government of the Irish Republic.
Analysis of Primary Source
The heading of the proclamation, Poblacht Na H Eireann is the Irish translation of the Irish Republic. From the very first words of the document, there was clear intention to differentiate between what the provisional government perceived Ireland to be and what the British empire perceived it to be. The people responsible for this proclamation wanted to make known that Ireland was to them a republic state. In addition to the heading, the proclamation is titled, “The Provisional Government of the Irish Republic…”[footnoteRef:1] which is controversial because at the time in which the document was published, Ireland was not a republic. Instead, the country was under the rulership of Britain, therefore there was efficacy in the message being transmitted to both the people of Ireland and the British empire; that message being that Ireland was a Republic state and the provisional government did not fear the repercussions which came if the insurrection was unsuccessful. It is also apparent from the title of the proclamation that it was intended for the Irish people, to communicate that they are significant in the uprising. [1:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

The provisional government saw themselves as the group willing to carry on the fight for independence In Ireland. They mention their insurrection being in the name of “God and the dead generations”[footnoteRef:2]. It is implied that the dead generation being referred to be the time of Gladstone and Charles Stewart Parnell. Both Gladstone and Parnell were responsible for attempting to secure Home Rule in Ireland. As a result of Parnell's efforts, the first Home Rule Act was passed. These were men who took on the responsibility of ensuring Ireland had a future. The provisional government’s motive was to continue the longstanding tradition through a successfully staged uprising. By remarking on the “old traditions of nationhood”[footnoteRef:3] the council of men sought to evoke a sense of patriotism from the Irish citizens based on their deep connection to the country. [2:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])]  [3:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

 It is the government that lays out to the people of Ireland a detailed plan of their rebellion, starting with the admission of a secret organization and the acquisition of allies. They explicitly mention the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Irish Volunteers and Irish Citizens Army. The priority seemed to be to maintain the idea that they were organised and well prepared for the uprising; that they had dotted each “I” and crossed each “T”. With the assertion of the steps taken to get to the point of plan execution, Clarke and his companions wanted the Irish citizens to understand that they were serious about the fight for independence in Ireland; that they wanted Ireland to claim its independence and the time to do so was when Britain was uncomfortable. The proclamation stated “she now seizes the moment”[footnoteRef:4] in reference to the time Ireland was intended to take their chance at freedom; this time was during World War One. World War One saw Britain and its allies come up against the Triple Alliance (Austria-Hungary, Russia and Italy) with the eventual changes in alliances throughout the war. It was during the time that England and Germany were at odds that the Irish nationalists decided to take their opportunity against Britain. During the war, they felt that Britain was in a vulnerable state and Germany was of greater importance than the activities happening in their own backyard. To add to their convictions, the group of insurgents were certain they had procured the allegiance of Irish men and women in America as well as European allies, more specifically German allies. To form an allegiance with Germans was a demonstration of the enemy of my enemy is my friend. From the proclamation, the government was confident that their plans would be successful with the help of their allies, however, they wanted the success to be from the people of Ireland. [4:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

In this proclamation, the provisional government sought to point out their opinion on the rulership of Ireland. In the opening lines of the third paragraph of the proclamation it states:
We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

They were of the opinion that Ireland should be ruled by the people; that decisions were to be made with the inclusion of citizens and not by foreign powers. They wanted to make clear that Irish citizens should decide who leads their nation. It can be inferred that they wanted the people to dictate the course in which Ireland takes and not have their nationhood be tied to that of British rulership. They go further in the proclamation to explain that British powers cannot take the right to their freedom and Ireland; that they had the right to be a sovereign nation and the only way that their identity could be stripped from them is if they were wiped out. There is an argument to be made that they wanted Irish citizens to stand up against the British forces and express themselves and the right to freedom even with the knowledge that they could possibly be killed for doing so. It was highlighted as it states that, “…we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom…”[footnoteRef:6]. The proclamation was centred around Ireland becoming an independent nation and the impact of past generations on the progress towards independence. A centralized theme in the proclamation was past generations and asserting “their right to national freedom and sovereignty”[footnoteRef:7]. This documentation reveals the multiple times Ireland have taken up arms as a form of protest in support of their right to freedom and one such event is the Irish Rebellion of 1798. They along with others want to continue the longstanding tradition of taking up arms against their enemies, however, they wanted to make it known that Ireland belongs to the people; that they were no longer under British rule by declaring Ireland a republic. They, according to the proclamation, were willing to die in the name of a sovereign Ireland. It implies that the impending insurrection had a chance of turning into a blood bath with the purpose of returning Ireland to the people. For them, it would be a sign for other nations to respect their country and the hardship it had to endure, along with their journey to freedom. [6:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])]  [7:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

The provisional government, in the proclamation came to the realization that without home rule, they, along with the citizens of Ireland, were limited to only what was being offered by Britain. Because of this deficit in control, they thought Ireland was entitled to the allegiance of its people. In this case, the people of Ireland were to support the Irish Republican Brotherhood and the provisional government, as they were going to war with Britain in the name of Ireland. They believed that Ireland should be independent through the allegiance of its people. The proclamation goes on to say that “The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities to all its citizens…”[footnoteRef:8]. The Republic believed that citizens over Ireland, under British rulership were treated unfairly and believed that they could provide to the people, an equal field. They were of the opinion that they could possibly correct the misgivings of Britain among Irish citizens. There is a rationale presented that Britain’s focus was limited to the Protestant rather than the entirety of Ireland and in doing so, have further divided the country of Ireland. The Republic wanted to create a united Ireland, with every citizen having the same benefits. This reinforced to the people the need for independence and control of their own destinies by the provisional government. To state that they could guarantee equality in the country was a justification for their insurrection. [8:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

There was already a sense of optimism among the insurgents that their uprising would succeed and that they would be victorious over Britain. They believed that Ireland, after the uprising, the country would have its own National Government and as the provisional government, they gave themselves the responsibilities of Ireland. Their claim to these responsibilities displayed a high level of self-importance and confidence in their abilities.
In the closing of the proclamation, the government makes highlights the importance of religion to the Irish people by asking God to bless their weapons as it states:
We place the causes of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God, Whose blessing we invoke upon our arms…[footnoteRef:9] [9:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

This contradicts the entire system of religion and Christianity especially for the simple fact that they are asking God, who supposedly dwells in peace to, bless them as they are about to partake in a violent and bloody act. In order for the uprising to be successful there had to be honour among the people. Essentially, they were saying the person representing Ireland should not be afraid and should not incite violence. Again, this contradicts the purpose of their uprising and utilizing arms. The provision then later states:
In this supreme hour the Irish nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of its children to sacrifice themselves for the common good, prove itself worthy of the august destiny to which it is called.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  (Tallandier and Bridgeman Images [n.d.])] 

It is made clear in this proclamation that the provisional government knew that it was inevitable for Irish people were going to die but their sacrifice would be necessary if it meant Ireland would become an independent nation.
For its time, the proclamation was confrontational as the provisional government did not fear repercussions from announcing its insurrectionary plans. Throughout the document, there seems to be a sense of bravery from the men, and it extends to the closing of the document. They did not hesitate to sign their names at the end of the proclamation. It can be said that it was because they thought they would be successful in their uprising or that they were soldiers ready to die for their country.  In the end, the proclamation was beguiling to the people of Ireland as it listed the things the provisional government aspired to give them in return for their service to ensuring that Ireland became an independent nation.
Comparative Primary Source
While the proclamation could be described as confrontational and optimistic before the uprising, the mood certainly changes after. The aftermath of the uprising tells a different and more gruesome story. Compared to the surety of independence and a sovereign Ireland outlined in the proclamation, news article headlines of the outcome of the Easter uprising brings to light the failure to secure independence and the repercussions of the attempted overthrowing of British rule. The Weekly Irish Times dated April 29, May 6 and May 13, 1916, gives an account of the punishment handed down to the insurgents. One article headlined, “Execution of Thirteen of the Rebel Leaders” and by-lined “Sixty Others Sentenced To Penal Servitude” reported the sentencing and execution of rebels in Dublin:
	Thirteen were executed including five of the signatories of the Irish Republic;…    		Four were sentenced to penal servitude for life;								Twenty-one for ten-years;										Five for eight years…[footnoteRef:11] [11:  (‘Newspaper Coverage of the Rising’)
] 

While the proclamation was geared to a positive outlook of the Easter uprising the article details the horror of the uprising and its leaders. While the provisional government saw death as a sacrifice to the independence cause, this article showcases death without the reward. The provisional government never considered that they might be part of the collateral in their plans, however we are privy to the fact that they were among the first to face reprimand through execution.
Among the men who signed the proclamation of an Irish republic was Joseph Plunkett. He was tried by courtmartial, sentenced to death and shot on Thursday, 4th May.[footnoteRef:12]		 [12:  (‘Newspaper Coverage of the Rising’)
] 

 The details of the proclamation are mainly on the ideals of a group of men, rather than the reality. The proclamation was the beginning of what could only be described as a fantasy; certainties rather than likelihoods doled out by the provisional government, whereas the news articles are based on the reality and the outcome of the uprising.
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