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Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
                                                               (Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.






Previous targets:
	
	Targets
	How I have applied this?

	Target 1
	Proof read to ensure academic tone is present throughout.
	Read through the assignment once completed to ensure I have maintained an academic tone throughout. 

	Target 2
	To give an advance application of a range of strategies that could be used to overcome challenges, thinking of your own creative ideas and strategies that you could put in place within the school. 
	Developing my own ideas that could overcome challenges to show my own creative strategies that I will put in place when I am in school. 

	Target 3
	Further engagement with your literature to synthesise multiple sources to support a point. 
	Using multiple sources to support a point I might make, showing further engagement with literature and further supporting my point. 














Throughout this assignment, I will undertake an exploration of literature which researches the characteristics of good teaching and learning, allowing myself to develop my personal stance on the subject. I will do this by reflecting and sharing my experiences from the professional community, researching and developing an understanding of the transformative approach. The characteristics of good teaching and learning, explained by Welsh Government (2024), are made up of twelve pedagogical principles. For this assignment, we will be looking at three of these principles, which are; employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, setting tasks and selecting resources that build on previous knowledge and experiences and engage interest within and across Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE). Twinkl (2024) explain, that to design a Curriculum for Wales that would be beneficial for everyone, the twelve pedagogical principles needed to be developed to create a certified context for learners. The Curriculum for Wales, explained by Welsh Government (2023), was first developed in January 2020, aiming to allow schools to create their own curriculum – providing their children to grow within the four purposes. Another vital element of the Curriculum for Wales is the four purposes, Hwb (2022) announces that the four purposes are needed for children to aspire and reach the goals they set for themselves. All of these aspects make up the Curriculum for Wales, in which Professor Graham Donaldson helped develop this Curriculum. BERA (2021) describes that Donaldson created a report called ‘Successful Futures’, within the report Donaldson (2015) explains that there should be a curriculum in place that allows children to challenge themselves, gain opportunities within a vast context and have access to appropriate and purposeful resources. Donaldson created this report due to the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) revealing that during testing Wales scored particularly low. As a result of the PISA testing in 2015, Senedd (2023) explain that Wales scored an average of 446 overall for all three categories evaluated. England's average score was 497, a fifty-one-point difference between the two. The purpose of PISA testing is to benefit the global education system, by evaluating the abilities and understanding of students worldwide to achieve a better education system. It was from the results gathered from the 2015 PISA testing that Donaldson created the Successful Futures report, which helped develop the Curriculum for Wales and foundation learning as we currently know it. 

Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

To deliver good teaching and learning, as part of the twelve pedagogical principles, we as professionals must employ a blend of approaches including direct teaching. Structural Learning (2021) describes direct teaching as a method that focuses on pre-planned enhanced lessons that decrease the gap for miscommunications in children’s learning. Vaughan et al (2013) state that through the means of direct teaching methods, children get more out of their learning as their teachers can identify their strengths and weakness and tailor their learning resources as they see fit. Hollingsworth and Ybarra (2009) agree and continue that through this work teachers often see improvements in their teaching, improvements in learning and improved development for the children. However, to be able to employ a blend of approaches, to make the learning more fun, engaging and memorable, we need to deliver these lessons in more ways than just direct teaching. To do this, Lan and Grant (2021) suggest that contextual learning is a beneficial way of encouraging children to have a deeper understanding of what they are learning. Contextual learning, described by Johnson (2002), is vital as children's knowledge lies within the experiences we provide them with. This means we must provide our children with these experiences, such as having topics and providing them with artefacts, trips and guest speakers – broadening their education and providing them all with the same opportunities to achieve their aspirations. 

For example, on one of my enrichment days in my placement school, we took the children on a school trip to a local park. The purpose of this trip was for the children to develop a knowledge and context of a park in their local area, at the beginning of their term topic ‘community explorers’. From this experience, the children had a context they could base their learning on, allowing the topic to make more sense to them faster than if they weren’t given the opportunity to develop their context first.  The children were then able to discuss the features of a park confidently, describing in detail the different elements that are within a park. Overall, this experience highly benefitted the children, it made them excited to learn and improved their performance of their learning on a whole. I feel as though this opportunity was particularly beneficial because it made the learning fun for the children, they were so excited about going on the trip, which showed on the day and through the work they produced following the trip. 

Although from my personal experience in school, I have seen contextual learning take place beneficially, Ndon (2010) explains that they think children learn best through pictures and the internet. Welsch (2021) continues that we should spend more time encouraging children to engage with online resources and images. They explain that this is because the brain can process images incredibly faster than that of reading text. Therefore, children should be able to learn and develop at a much quicker rate than with any other teaching style. Welsch (2021) further suggests that this approach could help include children with additional learning needs (ALN). This is because, often children with ALN find being in different surroundings overwhelming and stressful – ultimately resulting in these children not benefitting from the experience of a school trip. Estyn (2023) proposes that schools should engage with the benefits of providing pictures and videos so children with ALN can look at and watch, for them to gain a context from an environment if they were unable to attend due to their ALN. Fusion Teaching School Alliance (2020) suggests that this is because, children with ALN learn best typically through movement, colour and sounds. This makes an ideal learning environment for these children, as they can develop a context for the subject or topic, they are focusing on without being taken out of an environment in which they are comfortable. From gathering this information, I see it fit that for good teaching and learning to take place under the pedagogical principle, ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’, we need to blend the use of direct teaching, contextual learning and learning through online picture resources for the children to draw richer conclusions to the topic due to the experience provided.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

Engaging in good teaching and learning is vital as part of the pedagogical principles, we can adhere to them by ensuring we select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. To be able to allow children to draw on previous knowledge and experience, we need to allow them all the same opportunities and experiences. Cardozo Law Review (2024) explains that children are equal and have the right to be provided with the same opportunities and experience as all other children in school, even if they are not all born into the same type of family. Unicef (2024) continues that under Article twenty-eight children should have the right to access education, and under Article two children should not be discriminated against. This means it is only fair to provide children with equal opportunities to allow them all to achieve their education fairly. An example of this within a school context might be, asking the children to explain what animals belong in a zoo. For the children who have been lucky enough to visit a zoo, this is a simple task for them to complete, however, children who have not been provided with this experience will find this task challenging. This provides us with the knowledge that children need to be provided with experience during a topic they may be focusing on, for each child has the experience to draw upon in completing their work to a higher standard. 

Estyn's (2023) report on my placement school reveals that 48.4% of pupils in the school are eligible for free school meals (FSM), this is nearly half the children in the school. From this, it is a fair assumption that the school is situated in a fairly deprived area. This could mean a lot of the children in the school may not have experienced as much as other children, which could negatively impact their learning. Through identifying this, it is important that we do not assume what the children may have experienced, as this will vary from child to child. We as professional practitioners must adhere to the pedagogical principles by, acknowledging that our role is to enrich children's learning – through experiential learning so each child is capable of reaching the same opportunities. 

Experiential learning is different from contextual learning as, described by Rodgers et al (2016), it generalises real-world events and gives children the opportunity to expand on ideas they may have through previous experience in various fields. Kolb (2014) explains that this learning is vital to allow children to develop within this pedagogical principle because, it children can develop their problem-solving skills. Peregrine (2023) continues that the vitality of the teaching style lies within its active learning experience, by providing children with relevant and purposeful environments which gives them the application to enhance their problem-solving skills. It is described by Saadia (2024), that children develop their problem-solving skills through experiential learning as it allows children to gain an understanding that there are many solutions to issues they may face. In turn, this type of learning provides learners with experience that will help them work through challenges, encouraging children's confidence to flourish further holistically. However, in some cases there are suggestions that experiential learning is not beneficial to children and their learning. For example, Scispace (2023) describes that often experiential learning can cause disadvantages in many areas of development. It is explained that children's emotional development can be tarnished due to the limitations of experience that some schools can provide. For instance, as described previously my placement school is situated in a fairly deprived area, which means the school understands that parents are not able to spend a lot of money on school trips. This meant the school had to plan around the expense of the trip to allow each child to be able to afford it, meaning, for this trip the school planned a trip to the park as it was free, so parents only had to pay for the bus fare for their child. This affects children's emotional development because this can cause a lack of resources and experience for children to learn from, causing confusion and feelings of unsure when trying to develop an understanding of a topic. 
 
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.


To deliver good teaching and learning, it is important, following the twelve pedagogical principles that, we incorporate the Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in our curriculum. It is vital as professionals that we develop an understanding that children do not learn in isolation. This means children will not learn without developing a broad knowledge of different areas of learning. Welsh Government (2020) explain that incorporating the six AoLEs into our curriculum allow children to develop towards the four purposes and make associations with ‘What Matters Statements’, the six AoLEs that help us to achieve this are; Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, Science and Technology, Humanities, Health and Wellbeing and Expressive Arts. We as professional practitioners must ensure we promote holistic learning in the classroom for children to have access to a broad education. Holistic development is children being taught in a way that allows them to develop their physical, intellectual, emotional, cognitive and social skills. Harmony Learning (2023) explains that holistic learning is especially effective as it lets children learn and develop all of their skills, because, this approach allows children to lead their learning – expanding on aspects that impact them the most. 

The role of holistic development was evident in my bridging experience. During my bridging experience, the school was open about how important holistic development and learning were to them as a school. They felt it vital that children were given the opportunity to develop holistically on a daily basis, for them to flourish. To do this, the school implemented many different aspects into their daily routines for these opportunities to arise. For example, in the outside space for the nursery children they had an array of balance beams. These balance beams were low to the ground, to avoid intense injury, had ropes for the children to hold on to, some had inclines and declines, some were straight and some had bends and curves in them. The teachers explained that this was put in place to help the children develop their physical skills, independence, confidence and problem-solving skills. Following this, the teachers had seen improvements in many of the skills this apparatus provided the children. Some noted improvements in development were; asking for help when needed, taking time to try and figure out how to complete a task, attempting to complete tasks as an individual and confidently working in a group. Having an apparatus like this is a great way to develop the children's cross-curricular links. Being able to develop their physical skills could benefit them in expressive arts, in a task where they may have to move their bodies into different shapes. 
Another opportunity given to the children in this school to develop holistically was their wellness rooms. Situated throughout the whole school is a series of wellness rooms, where children who are feeling, down, overwhelmed or anxious can take some time out to talk about how they are feeling with a member of staff. This allows children to develop their communication skills in a calming and safe space with someone they trust. This method not only allows children to calm themselves but allows them to engage with Language, Literacy and Communication AoLE - therefore, helping children develop socially. 

Although it was noted that holistic development helps children progress within the six AoLEs, some evidence states that some limitations could negatively affect children’s education. For example, Drew (2023) concludes that often teachers draw too much of a focus on ensuring holistic teaching and learning is embedded into the curriculum, with cross-curricular links. This means that, some teachers could forget about other key essential elements that are vital for children to develop for them to move through the curriculum successfully. However, Brodie (2018) describes that it is only through the role of holistic teaching and learning that children gain the opportunities and experience to develop within cross-curricular links to the curriculum. Explaining that it is through the motivation of experiences and memories provided, is what fuels children's desire to learn. This is how we consolidate children's learning on a deeper level, by expanding their opportunities and knowledge through play and experience. 

In conclusion, there is clear evidence that it is vital for children to have these three pedagogical principles embedded into their curriculum. This has been evident from drawing upon enrichment days and bridging experiences. From the information gathered from each principle explored, I feel it an absolute necessity for children to be given the opportunity to develop a context of what they are learning, be given a blend of teaching approaches and develop holistically throughout the AoLEs. This is because it gives each child in the class equal opportunities to achieve their best, by all of them being given a context to base their work on – not assuming that they have all experienced the same thing. By teaching children within a blend of teaching approaches, allows you, as their teacher to understand how they learn best as a collective and how each individual learns best. This allows you to tailor your teaching to best suit the topic, group or individual you are teaching, again, allowing each child to be able to understand in a way that is best for them. Giving children the opportunity to develop holistically within the six AoLEs and do this by making cross-curricular links is vital. This is because it allows children to develop on a whole, while embedding these skills into different areas of learning. This allows children to work at a more efficient skill-based level, using knowledge from other AoLEs and integrating them to understand and complete their work to a higher standard. Although there have been some drawbacks to each of the principles discussed, I feel that these drawbacks can be overcome. For example, costly trips can mean that some children may have to miss out on a vital learning experience that would highly benefit their learning. This can be overcome by possibly asking parents what their budget is when it comes to school trips, or making sure that the venue itself is free so that there is only a small bus fare to cover. I personally believe for children to achieve the best they can in school, there is nothing more important than embedding the pedagogical principles into their curriculum. It is a must that we give each child an equal opportunity to acquire greatness, not assuming that every child has experienced the same things. If completed successfully, each child taught in this manner should develop the skills they need to be well-rounded individuals, prepared to carry themselves through their own lives by making informed decisions. 
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