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What was the importance of gift giving in Pederastic courtship in classical Greece?

To understand the importance of gift giving in a pederastic courtship we must first understand what exactly pederasty entailed in classical Greece. ““Pederasty” is the word that the Greeks themselves used to refer to the sexual pursuit of “boys” (paides or paidika; Latin pueri) by “men” (andres; Latin viri). Males were supposed to be sexually desirable to other males in the period of life that extended from around the time of puberty to the arrival of the full beard”. (Gagarin, 2010, p. 27)
Establishing that a pederastic courtship was a man or “Andres” romantically pursuing a boy or “Paides” what exactly was the importance of gift giving in this courtship? According to (Rabinowitz, et al., 2018, p. 123) “The erastes (Man or Andres), a hunter, gives the eromenos (Boy or Paides) a game animal so that he will learn to hunt to” This interpretation suggests that the gift was to signify that the man desired to pursue a relationship closer to a student – teacher dynamic rather than a romantic one. However, (Rabinowitz, et al., 2018) goes on to state that the animal could also symbolise that they were “the victim of an erotic pursuit”. 
Still the pedagogical relationship is further supported by (Barringer, 2001, p. 71) who says that “Pederasty formed part of the coming – of – age rituals for adolescent males and marked sexual and social maturity”. Barringer highlights the importance of pederasty in ancient Greece as a coming of age ritual and goes on to state that “The agonistic nature of gift giving and courtship, were designed to enhance the status of both” this would have made the gift giving in a pederastic courtship very important for both parties as it showed that the boy was found desirable and for the man it demonstrated that he had both the time and the financial means to pursue the boy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude what was the importance of gift giving in pederastic courtship in ancient Greece? There are many reasons as to why gift giving in a pederastic courtship was important, the first being that it allowed the boy to be aware that he was being pursued by the man in addition to this the gifts were also important for the boys to establish the nature of the pursuit for example a Hare as a gift would often symbolise a romantic pursuit and a cock fighting would symbolise more of a pedagogical pursuit Barringer explains (Barringer, 2001), furthermore the gift giving in courtship was also important as it demonstrated the boy’s desirability as well as the mans power an money. Continuing on from this it was also important as it “marked the social and sexual maturity of the boy which was critical” (according to Barringer) to his “belonging and acceptance into the world of aristocratic males”.
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