Based on a critical discussion of the available ancient sources, analyse the reasons that resulted in the Second Punic War.
In answering this question I do not only wish to look at the reasons for the Second Punic War but to also conclude who it was that initiated The Second Punic War.  In order to achieve this I will be looking at the involvement of both Carthage and Rome and the roles they both played in instigating the war. I will be focusing on the Siege of Saguntum; more specifically Rome’s involvement with Saguntum and the two embassies that were sent to Carthage, on the Carthaginian side I will be assessing Hannibal’s motives and why it was that he chose to attack Saguntum. 
When looking at the evidence the sources can provide, the issues surround the credibility and merit of these sources must be considered. Two of the major sources I will be consulting are Polybius and Livy. The first major issue when looking at Polybius’ work is the availability of it or in there lack of; much of Polybius’ works have gone missing leaving the information available to us fragmented this is illustrated in the fact that we generally view the Second Punic War as an offensive campaign by Rome because of Polybius’ writing  however it has since been suggested that “here, if anywhere, is war which Rome undertook in a defensive spirit”[footnoteRef:2]. With this in mind the missing works could alter our perceptions of the Punic Wars. The next issue face is the possible bias and subjected view with which it is written. Polybius was born in Maglopolis in Arcadia which was a member of the Achaean League and an ally of Rome. Due to his father’s actions at the age of 33 he was taken to Rome in which he spent the majority of his remaining days. Due to this his Histories are written from a very Rome centric view so could be unreliable when discussing the Carthaginian role in the War. Finally in his writing Polybius has a tendency to focus on individuals for example Hannibal’s reasons for desiring conflict, rather than on the big picture of Carthage as a whole. The other source I will be analysing is the work of Livy; Livy faces many of the same problems as Polybius given that he is Roman, meaning that we will find many of the same biases in their respective works. The major issue when looking at Livy’s work is his time of witting, his subject matter the Second Punic War took place from 218 to 201 BC Livy however was not born until around 64 or 59 BC  and did not begin writing until the age of 32 so was writing about events almost a century in the past. The issue is that his work is based on hearsay and other records. We know that Livy references Polybius in his History of Rome which would suggest that any inaccuracies or biased would be carried over to Livy’s work.  [2:  War and Imperialism in Republican Rome 327-70 BC P200] 

Hannibal’s siege of Saguntum is probably the final nail in the coffin that sparked the second Punic War. It can be argued that both Hannibal and Rome were looking to reignite the conflict between the two powers.  On Rome’s part this can start to be seen when Rome decided to ally itself with Saguntum; the issue with this is that Saguntum is located 150km south west of the Ebro. The predicament with this is that under the Ebro Treaty of 226BC which was signed by Hasdrubal of Carthage and the Roman Republic it was agreed that Carthage would not expand its empire beyond the north of the river Ebro and in the same way the Republic would not expand south of the river. The problem is that this could be seen as Rome passively breaching the treaty because although they have not physically expanded south of the river they are still spreading their influence beyond the border, thus inciting war.  
Rome sent two embassies to Carthage the first to demand that the Carthaginians hand over Hannibal which in itself can be seen as an unreasonable demand Rome knew Carthage would refuse, therefore pushing conflict. After the sacking of Saguntum the second embassy was sent and demanded Hannibal to be handed over again, Livy tells us in book 21 that this was done as a mere formality as a pretext to declaring war[footnoteRef:3], from which we can infer that Rome was fully preparing for conflict with Carthage. We also know that the ambassador that was sent, Quintus Fabius Maximus Verrucosus, seemed to push for a conflict to arise “When the Carthaginians refused to answer, the leader of the embassy Fabius said: 'What is the delay? Here I bring you war and peace. Which do you choose?' In answer to their cry of 'War!' he replied: 'Thus you shall have war', shook out before the whole gathering a fold of his toga, and let it go, not without a shudder, as if indeed he carried war in that fold."[footnoteRef:4] And as we can assume that he was acting under the instructions of Rome we can say that they did not hesitate to declare war. [3:  Livy book XXI]  [4:  Epitome of Roman history (II, 6)] 

In the case of Carthage attempting to incite conflict, it can be summarised on the most part by Hannibal’s actions. Before looking at his actions we can look at his general mind set to glean the motive behind his actions. At the age of nine Hannibal wanted to go to war with his which his father, to which he agreed to it and took him to the sacrificial chamber in Peniscola where, he was held above a fire and swore an oath to never be a friend of the Romans, thus creating the seed of his hatred. This hatred towards Rome can be seen in Hannibal’s rash nature when dealing with the first embassy from Rome “altogether he was in a state of unreasoning anger and violent exasperation”[footnoteRef:5]. This supports the notion that Hannibal was in fact looking for a reason to war with Rome. But why attack Saguntum, technically Rome had not violated the Ebro treaty, again it seems to stem from his hatred of Rome and was riled up by it. Some of the reasons suggested involve the desire for regional dominance that would be achieved by removing Rome’s influence, his real reason however is lost to us as Polybius tells us “he said not a word of the real cause, but alleged the fictitious one of the matter of Saguntum; as so got the credit of beginning the war”[footnoteRef:6]
It seems pretty straightforward to conclude that it was Rome who started the Second Punic War but it does seem that Hannibal’s actions were central to instigating it. Without Rome’s involvement with Saguntum it can be surmised that Hannibal would never have laid siege to it and thereby Quintus Fabius Maximus Verrucosus would not have been sent as an embassy to Carthage. It seems that all of Rome’s actions leading up to the Second Punic War were done with the purpose of provoking Hannibal and by extent Carthage into attacking and thereby giving Rome just cause to declare war. But why did Rome desire war, most likely to deal with the threat of Hannibal which would remove Carthage as a growing power, they were viewed as a threat due to the empire they had established in Spain. This is evident by the sanctions Rome imposed after the war; “a war indemnity of 10,000 talents, limited the Carthaginian navy to 10 ships, and forbade Carthage from raising an army without Roman permission”[footnoteRef:7]. Other than this it also simply served the purpose of further Rome’s campaign of establishing her empire. So although Hannibal’s actions did give Rome precedence to declare war it was Rome that was the cause of the Second Punic War.
 [5:  Polybius Histories Book 3 page 179 ]  [6:  Polybius Histories Book 3 page 179]  [7:  Wikipedia Second Punic War] 
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