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How does high concentrations of children with English as an Additional Language effect the cohort in early years educational settings?
Literature Review
There is a perception that increasing numbers of children with English as an Additional Language (EAL) affects English First Language (EFL) children's education. There is very little research available from the last twelve years on the association between the concentration of EAL children in a school and the achievement, as a cohort, in those schools despite average EAL children's numbers more than doubling during that period. Currently, the average number of children with EAL make up almost 20% of the population, compared to 12% in 2012 (UK Parliament, 2023). The proportion of EAL children in schools varies significantly throughout the UK. According to The Bell Foundation, there are schools where EAL children are in the majority and others where they are extremely rare (Strand, Malmberg and Hall, 2012). 
One study found that schools with a high proportion of EAL children does not negatively impact the achievement of other children whose first language is English (Gaey, McNally and Telhaj, 2012). The achievement of EAL children changes as they progress through different age groups. School plays a crucial role in supporting and facilitating the progress of all learners, some being better than others at supporting EAL children, which in turn, supports the holistic learning of the cohort (Strand, Malmberg, and Hall, 2015).
[bookmark: _Int_FfewvXIQ][bookmark: _Int_EFiYE7CJ]Research suggests that when teachers hold higher expectations for children with EAL, academic achievements increase. High expectations benefit all children including those who are linguistically and culturally diverse (Spicer, 2021). Similarly, Parekh (2017) noted the concept of ability is central in education. In the same way as teachers holding high expectations of their children will achieve more, holding limiting beliefs about ability can impact performance and opportunities.
Research completed by the University of Oxford, in conjunction with The Bell Foundation, suggests there is no evidence that being in a school with a high proportion of children with EAL adversely impacts the education, overall or specifically, for children with English First Language. The research also identified it takes more than six years to progress to the highest level of proficiency in the English Language and achieve academic potential. Furthermore, it suggests that being bilingual could have a more positive impact on the educational outcomes than their monolingual peers (Strand, Lindorff, 2021). Similarly, Dr Sandra McNally examined whether the growing population of non-native English speakers in primary schools has a detrimental effect on the educational outcomes of native English speakers and suggested that this trend should not be a cause for concern for educational attainment (Nuffield Foundation, 2012).
Both EAL and EFL children benefit from a multilingual, culturally rich classroom. Research shows that maintaining at least two languages is advantageous for academic achievement and exposing monolingual children to different languages enriches the learning experience for all. Having EAL children in the classroom promotes cultural awareness and diversity, helping children to appreciate different languages, traditions, and backgrounds fosters empathy and understanding (UK Government, 2024).
The Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant was introduced in 1999 with the aim of supporting minority ethnic groups at risk of underachieving and to promote educational equality (Tikly, Osler, Hill, 2005). However, despite the rising numbers of children with EAL in school today, the grant was removed in 2011 and no additional funding has been in place since (UK Gov, 2015).

Methodological Considerations
[bookmark: _Int_D9qeDBNj]In order to understand the effect of high concentrations of EAL children and the achievement of the cohort, mixed method research would need to be conducted to understand the complexity of the research data required. Mixed method research combines qualitative and quantitative data and can gain a good understanding of the often-complex educational research (Newby, 2014).
Quantitative research is a systematic approach to studying phenomena by collecting and analysing data which is expressed in numbers and graphs (Gorard and Taylor, 2004). This type of research relies on objective measurements and numerical data from survey results, questionnaires, experiments, and observations recorded in numbers. Visual representations such as graphs and tables are commonly used to present quantitative data, allowing complex information to be presented in a concise, accessible manner. This type of research aims to generalise findings from a sample to a larger population (Mukherji and Albon, 2023).
Qualitative research is an exploratory research method that can be expressed in words and is used to understand concepts, thoughts, or experiences. This type of research can elicit rich data and deep insights (Bell and Waters, 2018). The primary aim is to gain an understanding of people's motivations, thoughts, and feelings, and to understand the perspectives and experiences of people who have encountered specific situations, rather than generalising from group averages. Common qualitative methods include interviews, observations described in words, and literature reviews that explore concepts and theory (Mukherji and Albon, 2023). When undertaking qualitative research, consideration should be given to the Hawthorne Effect, when there can be a tendency to behave differently when the participants are aware of being observed. This can impact the result of the observation by not showing a true reflection of typical behaviour (Newby, 2012).
Sample
For this research, purposive sampling has been used. This type of sampling is a non-probability sampling technique commonly used in a mixed method research approach (Nolan, Macfarlane and Cartmel, 2013). The sample is deliberately selected as they can provide valuable information that aligns with the research objective. Purposive sampling should be used if access to a specific subset of the population is required. The advantage of using purposive sampling in this research allows targeting of specific groups which are relevant to the research objectives and can provide in-depth insights (Clark et al., 2021). Purposive sampling, while having some advantages, also comes with limitations when used in educational research. Purposive sampling does not always provide a representative result as the data collected does not necessarily reflect the broader population so cannot be used to generalize for the entire population. Since participants are not randomly selected, there is a risk of sampling bias, therefore caution should be exercised when drawing conclusions on the results of the data gathered (Business Research Methodology, no date).
[bookmark: _Int_oyw8Yi3B][bookmark: _Int_Sk2Mwtob]In order to reduce the limitations of purposive sampling, around ninety children from years one to three, aged between five and eight years old, from a local primary school in Swansea have been selected to complete this research. The school has been chosen because it meets the necessary requirements, due to the high concentration (46%) of EAL children, with twenty-two different first languages, currently enrolled and the varying levels of language proficiency. The research used will encompass lesson observations with each year group of children, five practitioner interviews using semi-structured interviews, and the parents will be invited to complete an online questionnaire.
Practitioner Interviews
[bookmark: _Int_elW3Y7lp]It is important to complete interviews with practitioners who have had positive and negative experiences when teaching children with EAL as they will provide a deeper understanding and appreciation of the practices, challenges, and successes they have had. Interviews serve as a fundamental method for data collection, and in-depth, semi-structured interviews can also complement, or triangulate data collected from other means (Coe et al.,2021). Data triangulation in research refers to the practice of using multiple sources of data or different research methods to investigate a research question. It is a valuable strategy to strengthen validity of research by considering diverse data sources, methods, theories, and investigators. It promotes a holistic understanding of complex situations (Gorad and Taylor, 2004). 
Careful consideration should be given to semi-structured interviews as they are a valuable data collection method commonly used in qualitative research. The researcher can elicit meaningful responses from a mix of predetermined, open-ended questions, and allows the interviewer to probe and explore the practitioners' thoughts, feelings, and beliefs (Coe et al., 2021). On the other hand, semi-structured interviews have some limitations. As they lack the rigid structure of fully structured interviews, they can be unpredictable and time consuming. Participants could go off on tangents or provide information which is not relevant to the research topic. Another point to note is due to the freedom to deviate from predetermined questions, responses from participants may vary significantly (Kakilla, 2021).

Observation of Children
Common research methods in qualitative research studies are observations which can provide rich and detailed information about the behaviour, attitudes, perceptions, experiences, and engagement of individuals or groups in authentic educational conditions. Observations in early years educational research play a crucial role in understanding learning and development (Nolan, Macfarlane, and Cartmel 2013). Naturalistic observations, also known as narrative observations, would be the preferred method for this research as it involves observing the children in their natural environment without any inference or manipulation from the researcher. This method is valuable for studying children’s behaviour, how they interact, and the learning of all the children in the classroom (Mukherji and Albon, 2023). This style of observation would best suit this research as the children are being observed for levels engagement, participation, and contribution to whole class and group activities in each year group of the sample. It is during these classroom observations that the researcher needs to be aware of the Hawthorne Effect, and the possible changes to normal behaviour as the child, or children, become aware of the observer (Newby, 2012). 
[bookmark: _Int_EJZMFX10]Other limitations to observations should be considered such as the significant time running records can take when completing these observations. Likewise, early years classrooms can be busy so balancing the need for thoroughness with practical constraints is crucial. Being able to observe for prolonged periods can be difficult, so allocating sufficient time whilst acknowledging children tend to move rapidly from one activity to another (Coe et al., 2021). According to Clark et al. (2021) bias from the observer should also be considered as it is often the observer's perspective and interpretation of events that are recorded. Completing effective observations requires a balance between depth, practicality, and minimising bias.

Parental Questionnaires
Parental engagement in education plays a crucial role in a child’s academic success. According to the Department of Education (UK), parental involvement has a large and positive effect on children’s learning and researchers have found strong connections between family involvement and academic achievement (UK Government, 2011). It is therefore imperative parental opinion on their child’s education is considered in this research. Questionnaires in this research are designed to gain a quantifiable response through closed questions, attitude scales, and ratings and will allow data to be collected in a structured way. They also allow data to be collected from many respondents without the researcher's involvement and at low cost (Newby, 2012). Digital questionnaires are easy to administer and can effectively measure behaviours, attitudes, preferences, and opinions. It is essential to carefully design and word questionnaires to ensure they provide meaningful data for the research. They also ensure consistency as all participants are asked the same questions and in the same order. By using closed questions, scales and ratings, quantitative data can be collected which allows statistical analysis and interpretation (Nolan, Macfarlane and Cartmel, 2013). 
There are limitations when using questionnaires of this style. According to Mukherji and Albon (2023) closed questions can lack detail and depth because the participant is not given the option to fully explain or elaborate their responses. While scales can provide a very quick overview, they may not capture the nuances of participants' attitudes or opinions. Participants may not be entirely truthful, often wishing to promote a positive image of themselves, or mislead the researcher with false information. The depth of generalised, predetermined answers may not uncover underlying reasons or motivations (Newby, 2012). 
Gorad and Taylor (2004) advocate for the use of mixed method research in educational research and suggest mitigating some of the challenges with quantitative questionnaires by combining them strategically, with the option of additional comments spaces. By doing so, a more holistic understanding of the participants' perspectives can be gained. Despite offering efficiency and rich numerical data, incorporating qualitative approaches to the quantitative questions, the strengths of each method will compensate for their respective limitations (McBurney, 1998).

























	
	
	



