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Site – Pump House, Swansea
The Pump House is a Grade II listed building that is located within Swansea’s Maritime Quater (Swansea Marina). This site stands an interesting example of industrial history being adapted for the modern-day use.  The South Dock hydraulic pumping station was built in 1899 as a replacement for the original hydraulic pump that was built around forty years prior. The building listing status showcases the depth of its cultural and historical importance, bridging between past and presence. Furthermore, in modern times the site has been transformed into a pub and restaurant, open daily from 11am-11pm. Due to the fact this site is open to the public accessibility for observational photography would be easy to achieve. 
I also have a personal connection to this site. During primary school, we visited museums and historical sites including this location. At the time, I was very curious about the historical elements of this site, although i had forgotten about this site until i rediscovered it now. This reflects how memory resurfaces and how places themselves act as vessels of history.
[image: ]To enhance my research, I have contacted the Pump House by email to ask if they would consider the idea of hosting some type of exhibition there. I mentioned the process of achieving this and other elements such as how many people would visit this place and the dates of the exhibition. I am currently waiting for a reply and a confirmation on whether this would be an idea they would support.
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Research
The Pump House played an important role in Swansea Marina due to its support in trading and industrial aspects which helped to shape the city’s development. As it is classed as a Grade II listing, the site is recognised as a place of significant architectural and historical value. This preservation allows for one of the few remaining industrial buildings to remain as a reminder of our history. After some research on the history of this site, it shows that this building reflects some patterns of the city’s change. Highlighting how it went from industrial use to decline being adapted for reuse. The buildings materials, constructions and historical updates give us insights into industrial life and possibly personal life during the early 20th century, showing how communities adapt to survive and preserve their history.
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Tony Oursler’s work, The Influence Machine (2000) used projection to animate locations, highlighting how The Pump House could also be exhibtied in a similar way using light and sound to display its past. Furthermore, Christo and Jean-Claude's Wrapped Trees (1997-98) aims to reveal hidden or ignored qualities encouraging viewers to see the space with a fresh perspective. This idea could be applied to this site, using sheeting we could cover or frame specific elements of this site to bring attention to the area.
Suggested Theme/Context
For the Pump House exhibition, I propose the themes of “Preserved Traces,” exploring historical, industrial and cultural elements. Its red-brick walls hold marks of history, while its interior has been reconstructed into a pub, highlighting how heritage can be preserved, despite spaces transforming into new spaces. My response and personal connection consider the layers of history and traces that have resurfaced in the present. The building itself acts as an archive for memory while also symbolising a place of new meanings.
As this site contains many aspects and layers of the past, including industrial history, architecture, culture and heritage. As a group, we can explore these aspects, bringing together our own individual perspectives to form a rich collaborative theme. This site gives us the opportunities to bring individuals works into a collaborative space and the option to use these personal words as a based to form one unified piece that reflects the layers of memory and meaning we have explored.

Images of chosen site.
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Exhibition Inquiry — December 4th-5th 2 B

beckyliza23@gmail.com 249PM (lo minutesago) ¢y @ €«
to PumpHouse.Swansea +

Dear Pump House Team,

My name is Rebecca, and | am a university student at UWTSD currently working on a project where we are asked to propose potential venues for a small exhibition
1 was drawn to the Pump House because of its history and character as a Grade Il listed building, and | would love to put it forward as a possible location

Currently, | am only gathering options to present to my lecturers, so nothing is confirmed yet. The idea would be for myself and around three other students to hold a small exhibition at the Pump
House over two days, the 4th and 5th of December.

If my lecturers approve the plan, | would get back in touch to discuss practical details with you to see if this is something we can go ahead with

For now, | just wanted to ask whether this is something you might be willing to consider.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration, and | look forward to hearing from you

Best regards,
Rebecca Davies
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