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Research by NSPCC, (2012) show that one in ten children will experience neglect of some form. The research focuses on younger children particularly 0-6 years, many practitioners will lack confidence in identifying emotional neglect or abuse amongst these ages. It was interesting to have some confirmation of definition of emotional neglect, as in my opinion this is the most difficult form of abuse to identify. Signs may include; Ignoring the child’s need to interact, also failing to express positive feelings to the child, denying the child of opportunities to socially interact with their peers and adults. Some signs to look out for may include; An unresponsive and uninvolved parent, parent often being critical of the child, will ignore signals for help by the child and will sometimes take enjoyment to see a child struggling with a task for example, some parents can show verbally expressive behaviour towards their child which results in the child showing signs of anxiety. The NSPCC advise practitioners on some implications for practice and stress that recording what you see is vital, record of observations of the child and interaction of their parents, this should obtain correct information regarding the child and all involved to gain a full picture. Some key elements in cases like this is to try to consider things from the child’s point of view also, the view of the parents should be considered to identify the individual needs of the child and their family to offer the support needed. Some risk factors may include cases of domestic violence, mental health issues or any other personal issues such as health or unemployment. The longer the child is subjected to emotional neglect the more damaging this will be, it’s important to work with families and attempt to increase the parents’ sensitivity towards the needs of the child this will lead to an improved situation.
Save the Children report that until recently children were voiceless and their best interests often ignored, this increased vulnerability due to limited access to media, politics and courts. The United Nations Rights of the Child sees children as individuals who are competent to independently exercise their human rights. UNICEF support the child’s needs are paramount and quote ‘All children should be protected from violence, abuse and neglect, and the governments should protect them. UNICEF, (1989). The Local Safeguarding Children Board, (no date) offers tools and guidance to provide the child with a voice, this enables a consistent approach to capture the child’s voice. It is a differentiated tool which is varies to suit all age ranges. This information was of value to me as a practitioner as gaining a child’s point of view of the situation sensitively and effectively can be difficult to do. 
CSSIW support the child’s well-being, and measure the settings standard through self-evaluation and inspection following the inspection framework for childcare criteria, their well-being is measured on the extent the children have a voice, if they feel safe, their interaction, enjoyment of play and learning and the measurement of their development. Estyn, (2016) have policies and procedures which reflect the rights of the child and their well-being, they note children have the right to be physically and mentally healthy, receive good quality education, to live in a safe environment and be protected from harm, the policy continues to list staffs responsibility in providing their rights, they include the importance of children’s welfare, practitioners should be alert to risks and potential abuse or neglect along with being aware of the effects of child abuse or neglect and to contribute to the safeguarding process as necessary. 
[bookmark: _Hlk499639491]During the module I was particularly interested in researching the order of a child conference as this is something I was very unaware of. The individual professionals that are invited to the conference should all have a significant contribution to make and be able to offer their professional expertise and knowledge of the child and their family, the numbers in the conference should be limited to those who need to be there only. These individuals should include; The child or their caregivers or family members who have parental responsibility, Social Worker who has undertaken an assessment of the child and their family, the Police, a representative from the child’s School and any other educational welfare staff such as a welfare officer or an educational psychologist, the child’s GP, Health visitor or School Nurse. Written Reports from other professionals who are unable to attend should be provided in order to gain a fuller picture, the Police should check records of all adults involved and Adult Services should report any involvement. Reports from all agencies should include basic, true information regarding the child and their family. The education personnel should check all the child’s records including their level of attendance. A referral should firstly be verbal with a written report provided within five working days, this should include names and dates of births of all family members if known, address and any details of educational and health arrangements, family history and a reason for referral. The Key worker from the Social Services role will include; Taking leading inter-agency work, provide focus for communication with family members along with all professionals, visiting the child at least every 10 working days, and ensure home visits are done at least every 4 weeks, see the child alone when possible at least every 6 weeks and to see the child’s bedroom. An outline of a child protection plan should be developed and co-ordinated at completion of assessment of the needs of the child and their family and to review progress. Local Safeguarding Board Wales, 2008. Older documents by the Department of Health Home Office, (1991) state that promoting the well-being and safeguarding of children is dependant upon effective sharing of information and constructive relationships between individuals. A strong lead from elected or appointed authority members and the commitment of chief officers. needs to support the case. Co-ordinated help from health, education and social services to children and those who are most vulnerable along with those at greater risk of social exclusion. They also discuss the importance of all agencies being alert to potential indicators of abuse or neglect, to work alongside parents co-operatively, information should be shared and analysed to make an assessment to be made according to the needs and circumstances of the child. Although I was aware of most signs and symptoms of abuse and upon completing level 2 safeguarding as a Person in Charge of a setting I was aware of the procedures in place to make a referral, I wasn’t sure what the next step’s from this where, how local authorities would deal with the concerns and how the families would be involved; researching how families are given all kinds of support to fit within the individual needs for them as a family, such as counselling, helping hand from a neighbour or other family member or foster care. Severe problems within families can affect parents’ abilities to care for their children, these can vary from issues such as poverty, drug or alcohol abuse, addictions or mental health can all have an effect. NSPCC. Although I was aware of some serious cases Child Protection within the media and changes to policies and reports that have progressed over the years I was quite unaware of the link between the two and the reasons behind such legislations. The Lord Laming Report, (2003) an inquiry of the tragic death of Victoria Climbiē, who was known to a number of services, all of which failed the system by lack of good practice. Social Services, Police and the Health agencies had failed to act upon the evidence listed which was described as simply a lack of straightforward procedures that nobody had followed along with ineffective management. As a result of this the  Every Child Matters, (2003) discusses the past failings of cases such as Victoria Climbie, Maria Colwell, Jasmine Beckford, Lauren Wright and Ailee Walker, all with striking similarities which show long standing problems amongst child protection, each one of these cases failed to intervene early enough, there was poor co-ordination and a failure to share information, this resulted in tragically failing to protect these children. According to Lord Laming’s, (2003) recommendations child protection is not able to be separated from policies to improve children’s lives. The green paper’s policies protect children and maximise their potential. The proposal of the Green Paper is to support parents and carers, Early Interventions and effective protection. Although I was aware of the importance of sharing information effectively with other professionals in order to safeguard the child, our confidentiality policy is something that has been raised, how much information can we share and with who was unclear, along with the matter of informing the parents of your plans to make a referral upon information gathered, is this information to be shared with the parents first? My concern with this was that if the child was suffering abuse it may give the parents the opportunity to conceal any abuse taking place before any professional agencies become involved or they may remove the child from the setting making observing any changes within the child more difficult. The Data Protection Act or any other legislations have no restrictions that prevents concerns regarding individual children being shared between agencies to protect the child. As I’m sure is true for many who work within the childcare and education sector, an issue may arise but may not be significant and clear enough to make a report, however, the Bichard 2 and Carlile 3 reports both confirm that reports from several sources can build up the picture to assist professionals to act upon this information in order to protect the children. Consent should be obtained from the parents or carers should be obtained when possible before information is shared with third parties. However, the public interest in child protection overrides maintaining of confidentiality and obtaining consent. All Wales Child Protection, (2008). Agencies working together is essential in order to provide early help in safeguarding situations, local authorities section 10 of the Children Act 2004 states the responsibilities of inter-agencies co-ordination to improve the outcome of the welfare of the child. Working together to safeguard children, (2015). I was surprised to learn how vague police checks where for those wishing to work with children and young people prior to the Bichard Report, (2004), which was a result of the abduction and deaths of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman in August 2002. As a result of Ian Huntley changing significant details within his police check he was able to slip through the net and continue to work in schools having had previous convictions. Recommendation 20 stated that CRB’s would be put into place, that employers would carry out vetting services as part of force inspections. Further recommendations included that all people working with children and young adults in any settings including schools must have a CRB and as part of this check passports and driving licences must be presented as proof of identity, these must include a photo. This shows that child protection procedures have come along way over the years, although unfortunately as a result of a tragedy. The history of child protection began by introducing the prevention of cruelty to and protection of Children Act passed by parliament in 1889. By 1894 it was an offence to deny a sick child of medical treatment and mental cruelty was recognised as a form of abuse. The Children Act 1948 abolished the arrangement for looked after children that had been in place since the poor law in 1601. In the Child Protection Act 1989 children were finally given a right to protection from abuse and exploitation. The Laming Report and Bichard Enquiry were released in 2003, which both identified poor multi-agency work and failure to protect children from harm. Followed by the Children Act 2004 and later in 2010 a statutory guidance working together to Safeguard Children was released outlining the need of organisations working together to safeguard children and to protect their welfare in accordance to the children Act 1989 and 2004. (Batty, 2005). 
National Minimum Standards, (2012) state that, All caring for and working with children and young people have a responsibility to recognise children’s rights and help them to reach their individual potential. The articles within the UNCRC contribute to ensure children are kept safe, nurtured and treated with respect. The Welsh Governments 7 core aims are also based upon the UNCRC and the welfare of children as individuals. The children’s commissioner has a role to promote and safeguard the rights and welfare of children. Standard 20 states, that safeguarding the child is the main priority for all individuals, all people working with or looking after children practice the policy and are aware of safeguarding and child protection matters and all staff are responsible for reporting concerns to the Local Safeguarding Board. 
However, despite new laws, policies and acts, children still suffer abuse, and usually in the care of parents and relatives, the most recent case in the media of 18-month-old Elsie Scully-Hicks in 2016 who was abused by her adoptive farther and killed by her multiple injuries, again numerous opportunities were missed by professionals to identify the abuse and to protect Elsie. (Morris, 2017). 
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