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Introduction

The aim of this research is to investigate the attitudes towards astrology and people’s relationship with the sky amongst pedestrians on the streets of Durham City Centre. The topic in question, astrology, is a subject that is defined as being “a unique system of interpretation of the correlation of planetary action in human experience”.[footnoteRef:1] Astrology was once praised as a fundamental instrument of universal natural law[footnoteRef:2] and was then later ridiculed as ‘superstition’ by academics[footnoteRef:3] and claimed to be ‘demonic’ by Kings in 17th Century Europe.[footnoteRef:4] In Britain, it is commonly believed that a deep interest in astrology did not occur until it became heavily marginalised during that century.[footnoteRef:5] Annual almanacs such as Vox Stellarum were in mass circulation with a peak sale in 1839, selling 560,000 copies.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Margaret E. Hone, The Modern Text-Book of Astrology (Essex: L.N. Fowler & Co. Ltd, 1990) p.16.]  [2:  Lynn Thorndike, ‘The True Place of Astrology in the History of Science’, in Isis, vol.46 (3), (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1955) p.273.]  [3:  Rienk Vermij and Hiro Hirai, ‘The Marginalization of Astrology’, in Early Science and Medicine, vol.22 (5/6), (Leiden: Brill Publications, 2017), p.407.]  [4:  Jane Riddler-Patrick, ‘The Marginalization of Astrology in Seventeenth-Century Scotland’, in Early Science and Medicine vol.22, no.5/6 (Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2017), p.470.]  [5:  Ellic Howe, Astrology and Psychological Warfare during World War II (London: Rider & Company, 1972) p.14.]  [6:  Ibid, p.15.] 

The current astrological movement in Britain, as well as in Europe, owes itself to the Theosophical Society[footnoteRef:7], a collective of individuals influenced by eastern tradition and spirituality, headed by the occultist, Helena Blavatsky (1831-1891) and the spiritualist, Henry Steel Olcott (1832-1907).[footnoteRef:8] This society also holds responsibility for the widespread New Age beliefs such as reincarnation too.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Ibid, p.15.]  [8:  Stephen Prothero, ‘From Spiritualism to Theosophy: “Uplifting” a Democratic Tradition’, in A Journal of Interpretation vol.3 (2), (California: University of California Press, 1993) pp.197-216.]  [9:  Nicholas Campion, The New Age in the Modern West: Counterculture, Utopia and Prophecy from the Late Eighteenth Century to the Present Day (London: Bloomsbury Academia, 2016). Pp.66-70.] 

Today, astrology is a prominent feature within popular culture. Horoscopes are an essential component in many women’s magazines such as Women’s Health and Vogue (see appendix A) and in tabloid newspapers such as the Washington Post and the Daily Mirror (see appendix B). Astrology is believed to be experiencing a renaissance since the Covid-19 pandemic[footnoteRef:10], with Google searches for “astrology” and “birth chart” trending their highest ever in 2020[footnoteRef:11] and astrology influencers becoming a growing sector on social media.[footnoteRef:12] According to work conducted by Allied Market Research, the astrological industry was valued at $12.8 billion and will be expected to reach $22.8 billion by 2031.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  Hillary George-Parkin, So many are newly turning to astrology – by why? A perfect storm of factors has driven a surge in looking to the stars for truth (2021) https://www.bbc.co.uk/worklife/article/20210205-why-astrology-is-so-popular-now [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [11:  Naomi May, Forget Therapy, This Is Why Everyone’s Turning To Astrology Instead (2024) https://www.elle.com/uk/horoscopes/a60893611/astrology-therapy/#:~:text=According%20to%20Google%20Trends%2C%20searches,services%20exploded%20during%20the%20pandemic. [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [12:  Dale Barnett, 10 Astrology Influencers You Should Be Following (2025) https://www.influencerintelligence.com/blog/ls/10-astrology-influencers-you-should-be-following#:~:text=Astrologers%20and%20astrology%20influencers%20are,stars%20with%20this%20celestial%20bunch. [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [13:  Allied Market Research, Astrology Market Size, Share, Competitive Landscape and Trend Analysis Report, by Type, by Mode, by End User Generation: Global Opportunity Analysis and Industry Forecast, 2021-2031 (2023) https://www.alliedmarketresearch.com/astrology-market-A31779 [accessed 17th April 2025].] 

In 2004 writing in the London Review of Books, James Davidson suggests that astrology keeps people linked to the sky and that is the reason why people take a liking to the subject.  He states:
“I don’t believe in astrology but I am rather fond of it. In the first place I like to be reminded that things are happening in the solar system. If Neil Spencer didn’t tell me in the Observer that Mercury is ‘retrograde’ – i.e. moving up to overtake us on the inside lane – I would have no idea that Mercury was doing anything at all in our blinded night sky, going forwards, going backwards, or indulging in figures of eight. Anything could be happening out there. The Earth could be lost in space.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  James Davidson, ‘I told you so!’, in London Review of Books, vol.26 (23), (London: Renee Doegar, 2004) p.1.] 

Taking into consideration what Davidson was suggesting, there may be a disconnect between humanity and the cosmos. Could this be due to people’s constant consumption of social media, looking down whilst scrolling through their phones?[footnoteRef:15] Or some other factor such as the increased light pollution?[footnoteRef:16] This raises some questions regarding whether if the everyday person, outside walking in the local city centre, knew what is occurring above them also. These questions form the premise for this essay. The data found from this research, alongside statistics collected from previous studies, will be used in order to formulate the body of this work.  [15:  Max Benwell, Reclaim Your Brain: why it’s time to stop scrolling our lives away. (2024) https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/ng-interactive/2024/jan/01/is-it-time-to-reclaim-our-brains [accessed 17th April 2025]. ]  [16:  Or Graur, Light pollution has cut humanity’s ancient connection with the stars – but we can restore it (2023) https://www.port.ac.uk/news-events-and-blogs/blogs/space-cosmology-and-the-universe/light-pollution-has-cut-humanitys-ancient-connection-with-the-stars-but-we-can-restore-it#:~:text=Light%20pollution%20has%20cut%20humanity's,restore%20it%20%7C%20University%20of%20Portsmouth [accessed 17th April 2025].] 


Literature Review

At the time of writing, it appears that there have been a limited number of studies that sought to quantify a public belief in astrology. The earliest study was conducted by the American Survey Research Centre in the Bay Area of San Francisco in 1973. This area was specifically chosen due to a rise in countercultural movements and new religious expression. According to Bastedo, the area housed many astrological schools and businesses would discriminate against the astrological sign of a prospective employee.[footnoteRef:17] For the survey, 1000 people aged between 16 to 30 were sampled and then split into two groups, youngest and oldest, to establish findings by age groups. The results found that 98% of the younger group and 86% of the older group, claimed to know their sign and only 4% of both groups were disbelievers.[footnoteRef:18]   [17:  Ralph W. Bastedo, ‘An Empirical Test of Popular Astrology’, in Skeptical Inquirer, vol.3 (1), (New York: The Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, 1978) pp.17-18.]  [18:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol.15 (2), (New Jersey: Wiley, 1976) p.158.] 

T.L Brink conducted his study in Chicago’s north-west side in 1976. His work was published in 1978 titled, Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.[footnoteRef:19] This study focussed on 227 Catholic high school girls with the aim to establish whether these children held a belief in a New Age thought such as Astrology and reincarnation whilst also adhering to religious doctrine. In the form of a questionnaire, he asked the girls a series of personal questions. His results found that those who believed in astrology were more likely to believe in reincarnation and also that the girls who did not believe in astrology were more likely to adhere to religious doctrine.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’ in Review of Religious Research, vol.20 (1), (California: College of Notre Dame, 1978).]  [20:  Ibid, p.83.] 

A later study was produced by Nicholas Campion in his doctoral thesis, Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: The Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology in 2004.[footnoteRef:21] This, using a questionnaire, attempted to quantify the public belief in astrology. The questionnaires were distributed at the 2000 Astrological Association conference in Reading and Campion received 47 completed forms out of 220 that were circulated. The results proved that 57% of participants were firm believers in astrology and only 6% stating that they do not believe in the subject.[footnoteRef:22] It must be noted that those who do not believe in astrology are not necessarily individuals who do not practice astrology. In this work, Campion attempts to understand and differentiate between what it means to ‘believe’ in astrology and practice it.[footnoteRef:23]  [21:  Nicholas Campion, Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: The Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology (Bath Spa University College, PhD thesis 2004).]  [22:  Ibid, p.251.]  [23:  Ibid, p.2-3.] 

The latest study that looked at the public belief in astrology was a poll that was conducted by the Harris Poll in 2024.[footnoteRef:24] This poll was accessible online and is one of the largest sampled studies regarding astrological belief to date, with having 2,069 participants. Of that number, 328 participants were of Generation Z (ages 18-26), 784 were of the Millennial generation (ages 27-42), 485 were of Generation X (ages 43-58) and 472 were of the Boomer generation (ages 59 and over). This study asked a wide range of questions, mostly related to popular culture, from “Why do you engage in Astrology?”[footnoteRef:25] to “Which sign would you most want to be in a romantic relationship with?”.[footnoteRef:26] The results were categorised by generation which made it easier to identify which age groups were more likely to believe in certain areas of astrology. The poll results are very informative, providing valuable information not only on the percentages of believers versus non-believers, but also how much an average American would spend on astrological services/product and which generation has more of an interest in the subject.[footnoteRef:27] [24:  The Harris Poll, Astrology Survey: The Role of Astrology in Society (Virginia: The Harris Poll, 2024).]  [25:  Ibid, p.12.]  [26:  Ibid, p.20.]  [27:  Ibid, p.27.] 

The studies conducted prior to the 2024 poll by the American Survey Centre in 1973, Brink in 1978, and Campion in 2004 are now relatively dated, leaving the data provided by the Harris Poll to be the most accurate representation of current society. The issue that is present however, is that this study took place in America and is not representative of Europe or the United Kingdom. This was a decisive factor for the research presented in this work to be conducted.
Lastly, due to the way that these studies were conducted, they each carry a certain bias. The groups for each study were specifically targeted, for example Brink looked at Catholic School girls who possessed an established religious background. Meanwhile, Campion looked at those which already held an interested in astrology. As a result of this, the likelihood of reaching disbelievers and non-practitioners of the subject remains low. 

Methodology

Through the use of a questionnaire that features thirty questions, attempting to gain an insight into what possible connections there are between astrology and the demographic, gender, and generation that it appeals to and their views on the subject. This study hopes to support the idea that astrology is gaining more momentum and popularity in the western world. Throughout this work, the quote by Davidson, as shown above, will be used as a foundation for this research.
The aims of this research project were to establish what the pedestrians of Durham city think about astrology and what their relationship is to the night sky. This work aimed to establish if the belief in astrology affects people’s personal lives, for example, does astrology play a decisive role in determining the type of partner that someone is willing to date and do they use astrology as a spiritual tool. Lastly, this study wanted to also find out if astrology is more attractive to the younger or older generations, how often do people seek astrological information such as horoscopes, if this study attracted individuals with a specific astrological sign and what people knew about the night sky, if they interact with it. The latter aim was influenced by Davidson’s quote as he states that he is only aware of events in the sky by only reading about them. 

In order to achieve the aims and objectives set out in this research project, qualitative methods were required. This method was specifically chosen as qualitative research provides and explores insights into real world situations[footnoteRef:28] and helps to answer the ‘whys’ and ‘how’s’ instead of quantities.[footnoteRef:29] The research method for this assignment was in the form of a face-to-face questionnaire. This research method was chosen because questionnaires can collect a range of different types of information, such as people’s attitudes, beliefs and their experiences.[footnoteRef:30] In the past, questionnaires have been successful at identifying patterns of belief within society, such as the study by T.L Brink in 1978 as mentioned previously.[footnoteRef:31] Prior to this project, it was important to conduct research on previous studies in order to establish an understanding of how popular astrology has become over the years and if attitudes have changed towards the subject. It was also essential to conduct this background research as was beneficial to see how other studies constructed their questionnaires as well as understanding their targeted demographic. [28:  Albine Moser and Irene Korstjens, ‘Series: Practical guidance to qualitative research. Part 1: Introduction’, in European Journal of General Practice, vol.23 (1), (Oxfordshire:Taylor & Francis,2017) pp.271-273.]  [29:  Steven Tenny, Janelle M. Brannan and Grace D. Brannan, Qualitative Study (Florida: StatPearls Publishing, 2022) p.1.]  [30:  Gill Marshall, ‘The purpose, design and administration of a questionnaire for data collection’, in Radiography, vol.11 (2), (Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2005) pp.131-136.]  [31:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’ in Review of Religious Research, vol.20 (1), (California: College of Notre Dame, 1978).] 

The questionnaire used several questions regarding astrology and the association that each participant may have with it. The use of open ended, loaded, or leading questions were specifically avoided to ensure that the participant was not led to a specific answer. An example of the questions that were asked were “Do you know your Star Sign?”, “How often do you read your horoscope?” and “Could you identify a constellation in the night sky? (see Appendix C). Its structure was influenced from that of Bernadette Brady’s doctoral thesis questionnaire (see appendix D), that was used to collect data of attitudes and experiences regarding astrology and fate from present-day astrologers.[footnoteRef:32]  [32:  Bernadette Brady, Theories of Fate among Present-day Astrologers (Bath Spa University College, PhD thesis, 2005).] 


Following the universities ethical guidelines for conducting research[footnoteRef:33], this questionnaire was deployed on April 10th, 2025, at 1pm in Durham City Centre with the initial hopes of collecting a large sample. The questionnaire was directed towards consenting adults between the ages of 18 and 60 years old. Following Jenny Rowley’s example, participants were identified solely on their willingness to participate after being asked.[footnoteRef:34] The expected number of participants and completed questionnaires was between 30-50.   [33:  University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice (2022) https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-integrity-and-ethics [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [34:  Jenny Rowley, ‘Designing and using research questionnaires’, in Management Research Review, vol.37 (3), (Leeds: Emerald Group Publishing, 2014) p.310.] 


Ethical considerations
Proposing a questionnaire based on personal beliefs raised some ethical considerations. The likelihood of some of these questions causing an offense to some members of the public was high as it involves sensitive information such as religion, for example. In order to reduce this risk, all participants were briefed about what the questionnaire entailed prior and how their information would be used and stored. Following the university guidelines, participants were also given the option to opt-out at any time and if they wished, and their data would be disposed of immediately.[footnoteRef:35] During this research, no harm was caused nor did any issues arise.  [35:  University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice (2022) https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-integrity-and-ethics [accessed 17th April 2025].] 


Limitations
Upon completing the research, a number of limitations were evident, the first limitation is that the questionnaire received a small reception due to either people being uninterested in the subject matter or unwilling to stand and participate, resulting in a relatively small sample. The hopes of obtaining between 30-50 questionnaires was not achieved as only 25 questionnaires were completed. The second limitation was the lack of diversity in age groups. The participants were mostly young adults from the Generation Z. This was due to the close proximity of the University and colleges.  The time of day that this questionnaire was conducted should also be taken into consideration as it was carried out around 1pm, a time when most students were in the city having lunch. The people who were unwilling to participate came from all generations and not just one. However, it could be said that it was mostly men, young and old, who were disinterested. 
The third limitation was the length of time it took to collect the amount of completed questionnaires. Due to the hilly terrain and the humidity of the hot, sunny day, the study ended at 4pm, after three hours of attempting to reach further participants. The final limitation was down to how this research method was employed. Although questionnaires can provide a sufficient amount of data, carrying this out in public is not an easy task, resulting in a small sample pool. It may have been appropriate to deploy this questionnaire online. This would ensure a larger reception; however, this would take longer to complete and may limit the age of participants, with most internet users being under the age of 24.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Ani Petrosyan, Global age distribution of internet users 2024, by region (2024) https://www.statista.com/statistics/209101/age-distribution-internet-users-worldwide-by-region/ [accessed 20th April 2025].] 

A final limitation is the emergence of potential bias within the study. Although this was reduced as much as possible by attempting to ask anyone if they would be willing to participate, the results do show a higher uptake from Generation Z, but this was simply unavoidable due to youth’s willingness to participate.
There are some suggestions for further research that could be conducted to attain a larger sample. This may be employed by the use of a similar questionnaire, however shared online as suggested above. It would also be beneficial to collect the postcodes of participants in order to formulate geodemographic statistics of people who believe in astrology within the area of County Durham as a whole and not restricted to the city centre. Another area for further research would be to increase question quantity in order to establish the extent of the participants astrological knowledge, for example ‘If a Venus retrograde is said to bring up relationship issues, does that mean that the same issues will likely return in the next retrograde? Yes / No’. These types of questions would be again, influenced by Brady’s questionnaire (see appendix D). 

Discussion 
The results of this questionnaire proved many variables. Firstly, they showed that a basic knowledge of astrology, such as knowing one’s ‘star sign’, is widely known with 100% of participants confirming this (see appendix E). People also knew their sign without necessarily having a belief in the subject, with 65% of participants stating that they somewhat believe and 5% being sceptical. In 2014, the National Science Foundation in America conducted a study which found that scepticism of astrology was significantly decreasing.[footnoteRef:37] It was also found that although all participants knew their Sun sign, many did not hold a deeper knowledge of the subject. This could be seen through this research project by the small percentages of people who knew their Moon, rising sign or had looked at their birth chart. From the results shown in the 1973 study conducted by the American Survey Research Centre, Wuthnow suggests that there is more of a casual interest in astrology rather than a serious commitment[footnoteRef:38], and those that do have a firm commitment in astrology tend to come from older generations.[footnoteRef:39] However, the sample for this research was not large enough to support this. [37:  Nadia Whitehead, Study: Most Young Americans Think Astrology Is a Science (2014) https://www.science.org/content/article/study-most-young-americans-think-astrology-science#:~:text=A%20study%20released%20by%20the,saying%20it%20is%20a%20science. [acessed 17th April 2024].]  [38:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol.15 (2), (New Jersey: Wiley, 1976) p.158-159.]  [39:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol.15 (2), (New Jersey: Wiley, 1976) p.159.] 

Although providing vast insight into the attitudes of astrology held by members of the American public, the type of questions being asked on the Harris Poll Survey in 2024 were primarily casual and likely for a younger audience. For example, “Which sign would you most want to be in a romantic relationship with?”[footnoteRef:40] Due to the increase in popularity of relationship astrology[footnoteRef:41], a similar question was asked regarding relationships and the involvement of astrology. The results found that 70% of participants would not judge the potential of a relationship based on someone’s astrological sign. However, 20% of participants said that they would and stated which sign they would prefer to date, and which sign they would avoid. For example, one participant who identified as a Pisces stated that they would date a Libra but avoid a Leo. Voas, writing in 2008 regarding his findings from his study on astrological relationships, concluded that ordinary people tend focus on casual sun sign compatibility while astrologers would say that in order to determine the success of a relationship, the entire horoscope must be judged.[footnoteRef:42]  [40:  The Harris Poll, Astrology Survey: The Role of Astrology in Society (Virginia: The Harris Poll, 2024). p.20.]  [41:  Malcolm Forbes and Ryan Anderson, Is Romance Really in the Star? (2015) https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/the-mating-game/201502/is-romance-really-in-the-stars [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [42:  David Voas, ‘Ten Million Marriages: An Astrological Detective Story’, in Skeptical Inquirer, vol.32 (2), (New York: The Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, 2008) p.55.] 

The results showed an association between Astrology and the belief in reincarnation with 85% of participants knowing some basic knowledge about their sign and having a belief in reincarnation. This shows that having a basic understanding of Astrology whilst holding what is considered a ‘New Age’ belief, is largely mainstream, as suggested by Siegler.[footnoteRef:43] This was very similar to the results found within Brink’s 1978 study[footnoteRef:44]; however, his sample was much larger.  [43:  Elijah Siegler, New Religious Movements (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2007).]  [44:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’ in Review of Religious Research, vol.20 (1), (California: College of Notre Dame, 1978). p.83.] 

The results also found that age became a huge factor in having a belief in astrology as 50% of participants belonged to Generation Z (1997-2012). According to Coffey writing for The Independent, younger generations are more likely to have an interest in astrology due to the increase of astrological content on social media such as TikTok.[footnoteRef:45] This is confirmed by a recent online survey from the United States that found over 55% of TikTok users are under 30 years of age.[footnoteRef:46] In 2024, The Times of India, reported that social media applications have become a virtual playground for astrology enthusiasts[footnoteRef:47] and astrology is offering those of Generation Z “a sense of self-awareness and understanding”.[footnoteRef:48]  Although the sample was larger, the 2024 Harris Poll found that Millennials were more likely to believe and be interested in astrology, ranking Generation Z second in comparison. The latter came second again with being the generation who were likely to be sceptical of astrology too.[footnoteRef:49]  [45:  Helen Coffey, Here’s the real reason more and more of Gen Z are turning to astrology (2025) https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/astrology-gen-z-star-signs-moon-b2683469.html [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [46:  Fabio Duarte, TikTok User Age, Gender, & Demographics (2025) (2025) https://explodingtopics.com/blog/tiktok-demographics [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [47:  The Times of India, Astrology goes digital: How apps and social media are changing the game (2024) https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/astrology/others/astrology-goes-digital-how-apps-and-social-media-are-changing-the-game/articleshow/110557989.cms [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [48:  The Times of India, The Rise of Astrology On Social Media (2024) https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/astrology/others/the-rise-of-astrology-on-social-media-why-gen-z-is-turning-to-the-stars/articleshow/114461601.cms#:~:text=October%2022%2C%202024-,The%20Rise%20of%20Astrology%20on%20Social%20Media%3A%20Why%20Gen,is%20Turning%20to%20the%20Stars&text=Astrology%20has%20gained%20significant%20popularity,community%20connection%2C%20and%20navigating%20uncertainty. [accessed 17th April 2025].]  [49:  The Harris Poll, Astrology Survey: The Role of Astrology in Society (Virginia: The Harris Poll, 2024). p.8.] 

Although the percentages were rather low for participants being religious, it is interesting to find that some identified as being actively religious, attending their place of worship whilst having an interest in astrology. For centuries the Christian church condemned the practice of astrology[footnoteRef:50], however since the 1960’s this began to change as religious attitudes, especially in the younger generation, were changing[footnoteRef:51]. Brink believes that these changes within the younger generations were caused by counter cultural movements.[footnoteRef:52] One of which was the ‘New Age’ movement which began to materialise within communities in the 1970’s.[footnoteRef:53]  [50:  Chris Mitchell, England’s First Astrology Book: Roger of Hereford’s Judicial Astrology (Leicester: Almuten Figuris Publications, 2021) pp.12-13.]  [51:  Dylan Reaves, ‘Peter Berger and the Rise and Fall of the Theory of Secularization’, in Denison Journal of Religion vol.11 (3), (Ohio: Denison Digital Commons, 2012) pp.11-19.]  [52:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’ in Review of Religious Research, vol.20 (1), (California: College of Notre Dame, 1978), p.84.]  [53:  John G. Melton, Encyclopedic Handbook of Cults in America (New York: Garland, 1985) p.108.] 

To date, no survey has attempted to find out what sign their study attracts and one hope from this questionnaire was to assess whether this study attracted a certain number of one specific sign. The results proved that this was not the case as the percentages were spread. However, with that said, the largest percentage of one specific sun sign was Scorpio with 20% which was followed by a joint percentage of 15% from those identifying as Taurus and Sagittarius sun sign. No correlations can be drawn with this information, although, on the other hand, mainstream articles such as one from Cosmopolitan suggests that those who are into astrology and tarot cards are more likely to be a water sign such as Cancer, Scorpio or Pisces.[footnoteRef:54] This may be a reason why Scorpio’s were the highest percentage of participants, but it is not a valid reason as to why Taurus and Sagittarius followed behind.  [54:  Lisa Stardust and Erika W. Smith, Water signs will swim away in a river of tears (2025) https://www.cosmopolitan.com/uk/horoscopes/a64286024/water-signs-astrology/#:~:text=Water%20signs'%20personality%20traits,-Water%20signs%20are&text=These%20signs%20also%20have%20intense,they're%20a%20water%20sign. [accessed 17th April 2025].] 

Although he does not believe in astrology himself, Davidson made a valid point in his quote above, suggesting that if he did not read Neil Spencer’s article in the Observer that Mercury is ‘retrograde’, then he would not know about what is occurring in the sky above. This correlates with the results of this study’s findings that found that 85% of participants could not identify a constellation, 90% could not identify a planet, 95% could not name a star and 100% do not consult the night sky for divination, i.e., interpreting the visible planets within certain constellations. In the quote, Mercury’s retrograde motion is stated, this was used in the form of a question to the participants. The results found that 85% of individuals have heard of a Mercury retrograde but none of the participants would be able to see from the night sky, if a planet was in retrograde motion. The individuals were asked about how they had heard about Mercury retrograde and 75% stated that they received this information from social media. This set of results reinforces the notion that most people only receive their astrological/astronomical information from social media and online, correlating to a predominantly young audience that casually follows astrology.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology and Marginality’, in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol.15 (2), (New Jersey: Wiley, 1976) p.158-159.] 

Lastly, although male participants were low in this study and most men said that they were not interested in astrology and were not willing to participate, other studies have found quite the opposite. The Harris Poll found that men were most likely to pay for astrological services.[footnoteRef:56] However, the Harris Poll also included a large category of LGBT participants, including trans men and women. This does make difficult to discern gender beliefs and how the trans participants were categorised under certain questions or topics. [56:  The Harris Poll, Astrology Survey: The Role of Astrology in Society (Virginia: The Harris Poll, 2024). p.29.] 

Conclusion
Astrology is a subject that is seemingly growing in popularity over the years, with astrology influencers becoming prevalent on social media platforms, and words such as “astrology” and “birth chart” reaching a peak in Google searches in 2020. With that in mind, it began to raise some questions about whether the everyday person on the street consulted the celestial occurrences that take place in the sky. Davidson’s quote acted as a basis for this research, allowing the formulation of research around his content. This project, therefore, set out to establish what the pedestrians of Durham city think about astrology as well as answering an underlying question about their relationship to the night sky. Prior to conducting any in-field research, an investigation into previous literature was undertaken. This established an understanding of how the belief in astrology was quantified in the past and how a similar study could be conducted today. 
In order to answer the research question, a questionnaire consisting of thirty in-depth questions was devised which would help establish data. Such information would provide data on the age group that astrology appeals to most and how much people knew about the topic. To avoid any bias and following the participation structure detailed by Rowley, participants were simply identified on their willingness to participate. After the completion of the study, some limitations were apparent. The first was notably the size of the sample that was collected. Only 25 out of 50 questionnaires were completed which made the sample small. However, it was enough to derive information from. Other limitations include the lack of diversity in age groups and gender that participated, with only 15% of participants being male, and 85% being female. As well as that, the time of day may have caused this bias in the result pool as it was notable that mostly students were in the city for lunch. There were some ethical considerations that arose prior to this research that warranted additional sensitivity and discretion. Due to the nature of the questionnaire, it involved dealing with peoples personal, religious, and spiritual beliefs which are topics that can cause offense. The research was conducted in a professional manner and participants were able to discontinue with the completion of the questionnaire and withdraw at any time they wished. This aspect of the study was particularly fortunate, as no participants chose to withdraw.
The results of the questionnaire supported those presented in previous literature, notably the 2024 Harris Poll. The findings proved that astrology is a casual interest belonging to those of the younger generations, notably generation Z, making up 50% of the sample. The term ‘casual’ is used to describe this due to the extent of the participants knowledge about the subject. This proved to be very little outside the realms of sun sign horoscopes and compatibility that can be found to be circulating across various social media platforms. Due to this, social media appears to be the main source of information with 75% of participants confirming this, and no participants contriving divinatory information from the night sky itself. 
To conclude, this research has found that people are detached from their environment. People prefer to derive their information by looking down at their phones and reading ready-made horoscopes, instead of sourcing information from the sky above them. Maybe this is not only a reflection of modern astrological beliefs, but a window into how society operates as a whole in the 21st century. Everything has been adapted to the digital age, even our surroundings and universe are viewed through a screen, rather than with our own two eyes. Upon further reflection of Davidson’s quote, it would appear that maybe Earth is not lost in space but rather humanity is instead. 
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Appendix A: Horoscopes exert by Athena Starwoman from Vogue Magazine (2000). Image: Vogue Archive.
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		Appendix B: Horoscope column by Eric Francis from Daily Mirror (2004). 
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Astrological Questionnaire
By Luke Collin
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Faculty of Humanities and the Performing Arts
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Ceredigion, Wales, SA48 7ED, UK.


Please circle and complete all applicable:

Sex: Male / Female / Other

Ethnicity: 

Generation: Boomer (1946-64)/ Gen X (1965-80)/ Millennial (1981-96)/ Gen Z (1997-2012)

1. Do you know your time of birth? Yes / No

2. Are you religious? Yes / No

3. What is your religion? ……….

4. Do you attend your place of worship? Yes / No (if so, how often do you attend: Often / Rarely)

5. Would you say that you are spiritual? Yes / No

6. Do you believe in astrology? Totally Believe /Somewhat/ Sceptic

7. Do you know your Star (Sun) Sign Yes / No (if so, what is it ……….)

8. Do you know your Moon Sign? Yes / No (if so, what is it……)

9. Do you know your Rising Sign (Ascendant)? Yes / No (if so, what is it…….)

10. Have you looked at your birth chart? Yes / No

11. Would you date or not date someone based on their sign? Yes / No (if so, what sign would you date (……….) and avoid (………)

12. Do you know what your Chinese zodiac animal is? Yes / No (if so, what is it …….)

13. Do you know your friends sign? Yes / No

14. How often do you check your horoscope? (Often, sometimes, never)

15. How often do you check your friend’s horoscope? (Often, sometimes, never)

16. How often do you check your partners horoscope? (Often, sometimes, never, n/a)

17. Do you follow any astrologers on YouTube or social media? Yes / No (if so, who?...............)

18. How often do you purchase astrological services (Often, sometimes, never)

19. Have you visited an astrologer in person? Yes / No

20. Do you use an astrology app? Yes / No

21. Have you studied an astrology course? Yes / No

22. Have you heard of a Mercury retrograde? Yes / No (if so, how?..........)

23. Could you identify a constellation in the night sky? Yes / No

24. Could you identify a planet in the night sky (excluding the Moon)? Yes / No

25. If you looked at the night sky, could you say if a planet is going retrograde? Yes / No

26. Could you name a star? Yes / No

27. Do you consult the night sky for divination (i.e. interpret the visible planetary positions within the constellations)? Yes / No

28. Do the stars above influence life on earth? Yes / No

29. Do you use astrology as a spiritual tool? Yes / No

30. Do you believe in reincarnation of the soul? Yes / No / Unsure

Consent:
Please note that this data will be used anonymously for academic research purposes and your name will not be used. Do you consent to this Yes / No. 
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Appendix D: Questionnaire example. Image: Bernadette Brady Theories of Fate among Present-day Astrologers (Bath Spa University College, PhD thesis, 2005) p.292.
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Appendix E: Questionnaire example. Image: Bernadette Brady Theories of Fate among Present-day Astrologers (Bath Spa University College, PhD thesis, 2005) p.293.










Appendix F

Results of the Questionnaire

Sex: 
Male		3 (15%)
Female		17 (85%)

Ethnicity:
White British		 9 (95%)
White Jewish		1 (5%)

Generation: 
Boomer 		1 (5%)
Generation X		4 (20%)
Millennial 		5 (25%)
Generation Z		10 (50%)

1. Do you know your time of birth?  
Yes 		11 (55%)
No			9 (45%)

2. Are you religious? 
Yes		5 (25%)
No			15 (75%)

3. What is your religion?
Protestant		1 (5%)
Catholic		2 (10%)
Pagan		1 (5%)
N/a			15 (75%)

4. Do you attend your place of worship? 
Yes		3 (15%)
No			17 (85%)

5. Would you say that you are spiritual?
Yes		16 (80%)
No			4 (20%)

6. Do you believe in astrology? 
Totally 		6 (30%)
Somewhat 		13 (65%)
Sceptic		1 (5%)

7. Do you know your Star (Sun) Sign?
Yes		20 (100%)
No			0 (0%)

If so, what is it?

Taurus		3 (15%)
Gemini		1 (5%)
Leo		1 (5%)
Virgo 		2 (10%)
Libra		2 (10%)
Scorpio		4 (20%)
Sagittarius 	3 (15%)
Capricorn		1 (5%)
Aquarius 		2 (10%)
Pisces		1 (5%)

8. Do you know your Moon Sign?
Yes		6 (30%)
No			14 (70%)

If so, what is it?
Aries		1 (5%)
Taurus		1 (5%)
Leo		1 (5%)
Libra 		2 (10%)
Scorpio		1 (5%)

9. Do you know your Rising Sign (Ascendant)?
Yes		5 (25%)
No			15 (75%)

If so, what is it?

Cancer		1 (5%)
Libra		1 (5%)
Scorpio		1 (5%)
Capricorn		1 (5%)
Aquarius 		1 (5%)

10. Have you looked at your birth chart?
Yes		8 (40%)
No			12 (60%)

11. Would you date or not date someone based on their sign? 
Yes		5 (25%)
No			15 (70%)
Unsure		1 (5%)

If so, what sign would you date?
Aries		1 (5%)
Libra		2 (10%)
Pisces		1 (5%)

 and avoid?

Aries		1 (5%)
Leo		2 (10%)
Libra		1 (5%)
Scorpio		1 (5%)

12. Do you know what your Chinese zodiac animal is?
Yes		14 (70%)
No			6 (30%)

If so, what is it?

Sheep 		2 (10%)
Dragon		2 (10%)
Pig			4 (20%)
Horse		2 (10%)
Tiger		1 (5%)
Monkey 		1 (5%)
Rooster		2 (10%)

13. Do you know your friends sign?
Yes		16 (80%)
No			4 (20%)

14. How often do you check your horoscope? 
Often		3 (15%)
Sometimes 	14 (70%)
Never		3 (15%)

15. How often do you check your friend’s horoscope?
Often 		1 (5%)
Sometimes		7 (35%)
Never		12 (60%)

16. How often do you check your partners horoscope? 
Often		3 (15%)
Sometimes		7 (35%)
Never		6 (30%)
N/a			4 (20%)

17. Do you follow any astrologers on YouTube or social media? 
Yes		0 (0%)
No			20 (100%)

18. How often do you purchase astrological services?
Often		0 (0%)
Sometimes		5 (25%)
Never		15 (75%)

19. Have you visited an astrologer in person? 
Yes		4 (20%)
No			16 (80%)

20. Do you use an astrology app?
Yes		5 (25%)
No			15 (75%)

21. Have you studied an astrology course?
Yes		1 (5%)
No			19 (95%)

22. Have you heard of a Mercury Retrograde?
Yes		17 (85%)
No			2 (10%)

If so, how?

A website		1 (5%)	
Social media	15 (75%)
Book	1 (5%)

23. Could you identify a constellation in the night sky?
Yes		3 (15%)
No			17 (85%)

24. Could you identify a planet in the night sky (excluding the Moon)?
Yes		2 (10%)
No			18 (90%)

25. If you looked at the night sky, could you say if a planet is retrograde?
Yes		0 (0%)
No			20 (100%)

26. Could you name a star?
Yes		1 (5%)
No			19 (95%)

27. Do you consult the night sky for divination (i.e. interpret the visible planetary positions within the constellations)? 
Yes		0 (0%)
No			20 (100%)

28. Do the stars above influence life on earth?
Yes		11 (55%)
No			7 (35%)
Unsure		2 (10%)

29. Do you use astrology as a spiritual tool?
Yes		9 (45%)
No			11 (55%)

30. Do you believe in reincarnation of the soul?
Yes		17 (85%)
No			2 (10%)
Unsure		1 (5%)
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