The Hanged Man – Testimony Analysis – Mary De Briouze

Who was Mary?
Mary de Briouze was the third wife of William de Briouze, a nobleman who held lands in Sussex, Devon and Wales and the titles of the 3rd Lord of Bramber and Lord of Gower.[footnoteRef:1] Mary was most likely from a wealthy baronial family in the North of England, as indicted from being remarked as a woman of independent wealth before her marriage. She was previously the sole owner of a Manor in Weaverthrope, Yorkshire which may have been part of her dowry.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Anon, ‘William de Braose II, 3rd Lord of Brmaber’, https://www.geni.com/people/William-de-Braose-II-3rd-Lord-of-Bramber/6000000002134845934 [accessed 10 November 2024]
]  [2:  Robert Bartlett, ‘9. The Lady’, in The Hanged Man, A Story of Miracle, Memory and Colonialism in the Middle Ages (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004), pp. 97-105
] 

Relationship to the hanged man?
Though Mary reported to not personally knowing William Cragh prior to his captivity and sentencing, Willaim Cragh was said to have been a “famous brigand”[footnoteRef:3], notably due to him being involved in rebellions which may have led to his lands being taken away by his lord. William had attacked Oystermouth Castle and killed thirteen of Mary’s husband’s, William de Briouze’s, men, thus, it is likely that Mary could have known of his previous activities through reputation. [3:  Harriett Webster, ‘The Twice-Hanged William Cragh’, Jun 2014 https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/the-story/the-twice-hanged-william-cragh/index.html [accessed 10 November 2024]
] 

During the time of William’s arrest, Mary had petitioned her husband to spare both sentenced criminals, which was denied by her husband. Upon hearing of Trahaearn ap Hywel’s death, she asked her husband once again to spare William Cragh, though William de Briouze delayed granting her request until he heard rumours that William Cragh was dead. 
However, she did remark that she “had a good look at … William [Cragh] before the hanging”.
What was Mary’s involvement?
Although Mary did not attend the execution, her actions prior to this were of a forgiving nature, potentially expressed through pity. Mary requested a pardon for the men on more than one occasion on the day of the execution and asked for them to be given to her.
After the execution on 26 November 1290, Mary and her handmaidens prayed to St Thomas to ask God to return William Cragh to life. Before finally being granted the return of William with the permission of William De Briouze once he had been advised of Cragh’s death, she sent John of Baggeham and a handmaiden, Sunehild, to measure the body who, remarked that “She believed not, but otherwise she did not know”[footnoteRef:4] that William [Cragh] was alive. [4:  Unknown, William, Vatican MS Lat. 4015, (1307), ed. and trans. by Harriett Webster https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2.html] 

Upon discovering that William Cragh had shown signs of life, Mary made broth for several days in her home in the Castle of Swansea, as William could not eat.
Following William’s recovery, she and her husband travelled to Hereford Cathedral with William, where he carried the noose that had hanged him, along with a wax figure of the gallows. 
Mary then remarks that following these events, Cragh decided to go on pilgrimage to the holy land and she did not see him again.
Mary’s movements
Mary would have spent most of her time within the castle, as she did for the duration of the story. She may have been present at other executions held at the gallows, as she is familiar with the procedure for hanging, and she describes the wheel on which William was removed in detail.
As per her social status, Mary likely only spoke French and Latin. This would have limited her ability to interact with others within her local vicinity, which would have limited her in communicating directly with the other witnesses outside of her social standing.
Mary’s testimony
Though Mary was heavily involved in the events leading up to and following the hanging, the testimony of the hanging events would be hearsay, as she instructed John of Baggeham and her handmaidens to visit the site of the hanging and the church in which William Cragh resurrected. 
There may have been financial gain to be had from a miracle occurring in Swansea and Hereford Cathedral, amongst other places becoming sites and a route for pilgrimage, which may have affected her accounts within the trial. Mary also spoke to William Cragh after the events, which would have added more validity as a first-hand witness.
Her intentions for asking her husband to spare William Cragh were not discussed. This may suggest potential unmentioned intentions, which leaves the motives open to speculation. In addition to this, there appear to be discrepancies within her account. For example, Mary advised that William Cragh resided in the chapel the entire night before he was resurrected, but also recounts that he was transported to the locality of Swansea.
Mary’s social status could have added additional weight to her testimony, due to her story painting her as a pious, forgiving individual, with the potential of being connected to the miracle due to her praying to St Thomas Cantilupe, in conjunction with William Cragh, who was known for his miraculous ability to resurrect. An alternative view is that there may be less sway in her testimony as she was tried by the clergy, who, at the time, may not have taken a woman’s word to be as trustworthy, or important as a man’s.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  5Maurice Keen, ‘Why did Lady Mary care about William Cragh?’, London Review of Books, 26:15 (2004)
] 
























Bibliography

1 Anon, ‘William de Braose II, 3rd Lord of Brmaber’, Geni, https://www.geni.com/people/William-de-Braose-II-3rd-Lord-of-Bramber/6000000002134845934 [accessed 10 November 2024]
2 Bartlett, Robert, The Hanged Man, A Story of Miracle, Memory and Colonialism in the Middle Ages (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004)
3 Webster, Harriett, ‘The Twice-Hanged William Cragh’, City Witness Project, https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/the-story/the-twice-hanged-william-cragh/index.html [accessed 10 November 2024]
4 Unknown, William, Vatican MS Lat. 4015, (1307), ed. And trans. By Harriett Webster https://medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/2.html
5 Keen, Maurice, ‘Why did Lady Mary care about William Cragh?’, London Review of Books, 26:15 (2004)

