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Introduction 
Abortion is an act of ending pregnancy deliberately by removing a fetus from the uterus of a mother with the intention of not giving birth to a child. In English law, the first reference of the abortion law appeared in the 13 century when the abortion was declared legal if certain conditions are met. However, with the passage of time, the law started to evolved leading towards the formation of 1967 abortion Act which was sponsored by David Steel according to which the abortion is legal if certain conditions are met and this Act became law and come into effect on 27th April 1968 (Rowlands, 2012). The following paper is explaining the history of Abortion law and the main causes which lead towards legalization of abortion in the united kingdom. The paper is also explaining the statistical data related to abortion practice in the UK and the spending of the Government on abortion (Barber, 2017)
History of Abortion 
In the year 1967, the Abortion Act was Developed which have legalized this practice in the United Kingdom under certain conditions. But this law has challenged a variety of times by anti-choice organizations which wanted to restrict the practice by restricting the access to this practice. In 1974, James White has started a campaign to stop the practice of abortion in the UK and gave the name to his campaign National Abortion Campaign (NAC). Later on, in 1990, the law was rectified leading towards the development of “The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill” in which the time limit was defined for aborting a child and this bill came into effect in 1991. in the year 2003, the NAC & ALRA both have merged to form abortion Rights. (Erdman, 2017)
Why Abortion is legalized?
In the United Kingdom, there were many pro-life organizations which were against the act of abortion but many declare it as a substitute for contraception and control the population size within the region. There are many policies developed to control the birth rate within the country as the expansion in the population of the country requires the expansion in eh resources too to feed the larger number of population. In the year 1965, United Nation conference was held for the world population agenda and in this conference, the abortion was declared as the main method for controlling the birth rate in the country. There are many supporters of abortions who do not accept the abortion for such reason at least not explicitly in the form of public policies. There were many doctors who claimed that the abortion should be the part of contraception policy and the women must be given the right to plan their families in the case of failure of control of birth. There were few ethicists who were declaring that the abortion should only be permitted if the fetus has disabilities and will suffer from mental or physical handicap (Rowlands, 2017). Considering all these factors and the increasing rate of population in the country, the government of United Kingdom have legalized the abortion by passing the Abortion Act in 1967 in which it is declared that the baby with the physical disability can be aborted and the physically fit fetus can be aborted in the starting 6 months of pregnancy only (BBC, 2016). In Northern Ireland, the law related to abortion is strictly restricting the abortion and most of the women who want an abortion travel to England to get services of abortion and it is allowed only if it is posing risk to the life of the mother. In the case of depression due to pregnancy, or there is a cause that women will suicide than the abortion is allowed in such conditions (Stopes, 2017)
There was another reason which has legalized the abortion and that reason belongs to the women safety. Before the Abortion Act, the abortion was taking place in Secrecy which was causing the injuries and death of women as it was performed by the doctors who were on medical training and were not having the backup hospital support in case of emergency or injury. These situations were causing health issues and even death in women in united the kingdom. Considering this fact the government have legalized the abortion and passed the Abortion Act to provide the safety and protection to women
Key statistics
According to statistics, there were 206,880 abortions which have taken place in Great Britain in the year 2018 whereas the amount in the year 2017 was 202,469. According to a report presented by Abort73, the abortion taken place in Great Britain was 20% of total pregnancies taken place in the United Kingdom. In the united kingdom, this 20% abortion were taken place due to major reason which was the threat to the mental health of the mother. More than 985 abortion in the UK were taken place due to this reason while 1% abortion occurred due to the threat to the life of the mother, 2% taken place due to the Fetal anomaly and 1% taken place to give benefits to existing child in the year 2017. The government of the United Kingdom is decided to pay $1.3 billion for the family planning in the world and to fund the abortion practices all over the world. The UK is the 2nd largest supporter of abortion (Hodges, 2018)In England and Wales, 98% of abortions are being funded by public spending in the year 2017. (Department of Health, 2018)According to the report presented by the Department of Health, there were 294 complicated cases of abortion in the year 2017 and only 1 women died due to abortion this year.
Conclusion 
It can be concluded that the abortion in the UK is legalized with the intention to control the population growth in the country and it is serving as the contraception policy of the government to control the birth rate. However, the Act of Abortion 1967 states that abortion is allowed only if the conditions provided under the law are fulfilled as illegal abortion is prohibited in the country. Moreover, there is a tremendous increase in the number of women who are aborting their children and these women are supporting this abortion from public spending. The death rate due to abortion is very low as in the year 2017, only 1 woman died due to abortion which is a small number compared to the number of abortion taken place in Great Britain.
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