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Q. Review of the ‘Earlier Proclamation’ on the Boundary Stelae at El- Amarna. 
Amenhotep IV/ Akhenaten was the 10th Pharaoh of the 18th Dynasty in Egypt.  He was the second son of the previous Pharaoh Amenhotep III and his wife Queen Tiye;[footnoteRef:1] however, he was not the intended heir to the throne, as he only came into power by the death of his older brother Thutmose.[footnoteRef:2] At his coronation he was given the name Amenhotep IV in honour of the continuation of his father’s legacy. It is estimated that around his 5th regnal year Amenhotep IV changed his birth name to Akhenaten meaning ‘effective for Aten,’[footnoteRef:3] as he wanted to move away from the dedication to the God Amun and ensure his principle god, Aten, held the greatest significance. Therefore, Akhenaten is known by modern scholarship as the ‘heretic’ king of the New Kingdom,[footnoteRef:4] although it may be debated that he only followed in the work that his father began before his death. [1:  B. Kemp, (2012) 14 ]  [2:  J. Williamson, (2015) 4 ]  [3:  A. Stevens, (2016) 6 ]  [4:  E. Hornung, (2001) 5 & I. Singer, (2006) 37 ] 

This boundary stela, found at El-Amarna and known as stela M, is the original example of the ‘earlier proclamation’ which was erected in regnal year 5 at the boundaries outlining the territories in which Akhet- Aten would be built. The stela then appeared to deteriorate quite quickly, which resulted in the creation of a new copy, which is known as stela K. The text that is discussed below is made up of individual sections of both stela M and stela K, which allows us to read the nearly full ‘earlier proclamation’ text. This ‘earlier proclamation’ is split up into four sections: the introduction, the initial appearance and speech by the king, the courtiers’ reply and the decree. Each section outlines Akhenaten’s intentions for the new capital city which his father the Aten had ordered him to build. 
The introduction of this boundary stela begins by giving both Akhenaten and Nefertiti’s full throne name, which is the first instance he moves completely away from any reference to the god Amun. This is arguably an inevitable aspect of Akhenaten’s reign, as earlier literature such as the Benben inscription from Geleb el-Silsila - although it references Re- Horakhty - still has a religious connection with Amun-Re,[footnoteRef:5] suggesting an inconspicuous movement of beliefs before any radical change occurred. The text then continues to the initial appearance and the speech by the king, which begins by describing Akhenaten, who was traveling in the desert, coming upon a place in which he later called Akhet- Aten. The proclamation then describes how the Aten appears to the Pharaoh on this desert plain, and near the Wadi in which Akhenaten both made an offering to the god and proclaimed himself to be standing in the life-giving rays of his father Hor-Aten.[footnoteRef:6] Continuing, the text states that the pharaoh asked for his court to be brought to this newly found place, which connotes to the reader that it was this appearance that allowed Akhenaten to choose the new location for his capital city. Another point that is significantly interesting within this text is when Akhenaten states that no individual in the land had contributed to his decision to erect his capital city in this place, indicating that only he himself could communicate with the Aten. The next, and possibly the most important aspect of this stela, is the oath that Akhenaten makes. This oath, which was given to the individuals who travelled along with Akhenaten, was that he swore he would create a great estate in dedication to the Aten. Akhet- Aten would be created as a memorial estate, and he insisted that it not only belonged to him but also to his wife Nefertiti, which suggests that he wished to create a new period of Egyptian history as the land on which Akhet- Aten was built, untouched by other gods. Furthermore, the last sentence of this speech “belonging to his name forever and ever”,[footnoteRef:7] suggests that Akhenaten had planned this city to remain as the capital for the rest of Egyptian history,  as he believed wholeheartedly that his changes to the religion would last.  [5:  E. Hornung, (2001) 33 ]  [6:  W. J. Murnane, (1995) 74 ]  [7:  W. J. Murnane, (1995) 75] 

The courtiers’ reply, although brief, allows the reader to see that even though it is perceived in modern scholarship that the people of Egypt were against this significant change, it was possible that Akhenaten had many followers that followed his change. In this section of the text the courtiers praise Akhenaten as the lord of Akhet-Aten, and by doing so they confirm that they too share his beliefs and will follow him on this new endeavour. 
The last, and possibly most extensive part of this boundary stela is the decree, in which Akhenaten lays out his wishes and his intentions for his new capital city to his followers. He states that he would build: A House of Aten, a Mansion of Aten, a House of Rejoicing, a Residence of the Pharaoh and of the Kings Chef Wife.[footnoteRef:8] This suggests that not only did he wish to build a great capital city here, he would ensure that every element was dedicated to the Aten. Another significant aspect of this text is that in which Akhenaten mentions his tomb and where he wishes to be buried. He decrees that if he died in any other place but Akhet-Aten that he would want to be brought back to be buried with the Aten for millions of years. By stating this, Akhenaten believed that he would live forever under the Aten and that his memory would remain for all eternity. [8:  W. J. Murnane, (1995) 77] 

This text allows significant insight into the personal intentions of Akhenaten and the hopes he possessed for his great city, however it also describes a great tragedy that occurred. Although it is not possible to decipher what this event was, it is for certain that there was an attack on both Akhenaten and the Aten. The text also gives the throne names of three previous Pharaohs, Amenhotep III, Amenhotep II and Thutmose III, which suggests this was not the first incidence of the solar deities being attacked.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  B. Kemp, (2012) 28 ] 

To conclude, the ‘Earlier Proclamation’ found on the boundary stela at Amarna was one of the most important points of text within the reign of Akhenaten, for many reasons. This stela is the promise which Akhenaten makes to both the Aten and his people that he would build a great capital city and his reasons for doing this.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]


















Bibliography
Hornung, E. (2001) Akhenaten and the Religion of Light. Cornell University Press.
Kemp, B. (2012) The City of Akhenaten and Nefertiti: Amarna and its people. Thames& Hudson. 
Murnane, J, W. (1995) Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Scholars Press. 
Singer, I. (2006) The failed reforms of Akhenaten and Muwatalli, British Museum Studies in Ancient Egypt and Sudan, 6, pp.37-58.
Stevens, A. (2016) Tell El- Amarna. UCLA Encyclopaedia of Egyptology. Available at URL: https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1k66566f, [Accessed on 14/05/2019] 
Williamson, J. (2015) Amarna Period. UCLA Encyclopaedia of Egyptology. Available at URL: http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/viewFile.do?contentFileId=2397268, [Accessed on 13/05/2019] 



