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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]I will be discussing Adult Safeguarding, as Children’s safeguarding is my main area of work. Section 126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, places a duty on Local Authorities to investigate when a person is considered an adult at risk. An adult at risk is someone at risk of abuse or neglect, who cannot protect themselves, and has needs for care and support. SSWA, 2014 defines adult abuse as financial, sexual, neglect, physical and emotional. The Human Rights Act, 1998, Article 3 highlights individuals have the right to freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading torture. In England, The Care Act 2014 governs adult social care, though both Acts place similar duties on local authorities. Section 128 of the SSWA, 2014 states that if there is reasonable cause to suspect an adult at risk in a local authority’s area, that authority must be informed.

Anyone aged 18 or over is considered to be an adult. The National Health Service, (2024) explains abuse falls into several categories and provides indicators, though the list is not exhaustive. 

Sexual abuse indicators include stained or bloody underwear, self-harming and unexplained infections. Physical abuse may present as frequent injuries, no explanation for injuries or inconsistencies and failure to seek medical attention. Psychological abuse may include low self-esteem and insomnia. Domestic abuse can include isolation, low self-esteem and damage to property. Financial abuse and possible indicators include unexplained lack of money and recent changes in deeds.

Local Authorities have safeguarding policies aligned with national guidance. Department of Health, (2011) conveys safeguarding is everybody’s business. The Local Authority where I practice offers guidance on adult’s at risk, thresholds and complaints (XXXX Adult Protection Policy, 2020). 

Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) addresses adults at risk. Section 127 discusses protection and support orders, allowing an authorised officer to speak privately with a person who is suspected of being an adult at risk. The officer can establish whether the adult can make decisions freely. For example, protection orders can be used to prevent domestic abuse perpetrators from contacting or harassing victims. Subsequently, these are designed to protect adults at risk of harm. Section 132 of SSWBA, 2014 emphasises the duty placed on the National Independent Safeguarding Boards to complete annual reports to the Welsh Ministers on the effectiveness and adequacy of safeguarding adults and children.

Section 19 of SSWBA, 2014 places a duty on the local authority to complete an assessment where the adult may have care and support needs. However, the adult may refuse. For example, an adult can refuse assessment if the Local Authority is satisfied the person has capacity or the adult at risks lacks capacity but has an authorised person to make decisions on their behalf. Consequently, section 108 of Part 3 of SSWBA Code of Practice explains an assessment can continue without consent if the adult is deemed to be at risk of abuse or neglect or lacks capacity to make informed decisions. 

The Mental Capacity Act, 2005 applies to people aged 16 and over. This Act protects and empower adults, ensuring decisions are made in their best interests when they lack capacity. The act is designed to protect individuals ensuring decisions made under the MCA, 2005 are aligned with the principles of the HRA 1998. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


A fundamental difference between Adult and Children’s safeguarding is the complexity of consent. Section 126 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 identifies an adult at risk as an adult who is at risk of abuse or neglect (SSWBWA, 2014). As stated within Mental Capacity Act 2005, a competent adult has the right to make their own decisions and refuse safeguarding intervention. These decisions may be seen as unwise, but only if the adult is deemed incompetent can decisions be made in their best interests (MCA, 2005). If this is the case, then professionals will adhere to The Mental Capacity Act 2005 which provides the legal framework for people aged 16 and over who lack capacity.
 
In comparison, children’s safeguarding is governed by SSWBAW, 2014 and The Children Act (1989) allowing safeguarding intervention to be implemented without parental consent where there are concerns the child is or is likely to be at risk of significant harm. Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines are also used within Children’s safeguarding to balance the children’s wishes and the responsibility to ensure they are safeguarded (NSPCC, 2022). A child under the age of sixteen can be considered to be “Gillick competent” depending on their maturity to make decisions about their lives and the implications of these decisions (NSPCC, 2022). 

Another contrast between Children and Adult’s safeguarding is the categories of harm. Financial abuse is not a distinctive category of abuse within Children’s law, though research shows it is incorporated through the category of neglect and child exploitation (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). An indicator of financial abuse within children’s safeguarding could be a parent or carer failing to meet the child’s needs which have been provided through direct payments (McCoy and Keen, 2022). In contrast, financial abuse within adults safeguarding is recognised within Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 as the theft or misuse of someone’s money or property. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 also recognises financial abuse for adults as economic abuse, referring to a person’s actions that substantially affects another person’s ability to use or maintain money or property. 

Section 134 of The Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 provide the regulations for the Children and Adults Safeguarding boards. While both sectors aim to protect the vulnerable, Children’s safeguarding primarily focuses on safety followed by the child’s wishes and feelings, whereas adults emphasises mental capacity and balance protection with autonomy (SSWBWA, 2014). Subsequently, there is a legal expectation to protect children from harm in contrast to adults who have the right to make their own decisions (Koubel, 2016).
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