(BMPS5012) Changemakers: Building your Personal Brand for Sustainable Employment Notes:
Lecture One: Brand You
Topic One: Ambition is Critical
What Does Ambition Mean? – The word ambition can mean many things:
· An ardent desire to attain success in life.
· A desire to achieve personal or professional advancement.
· A desire to achieve fame, power, money, rank, position.
· A desire to achieve any particular end or complete an activity or attain the fruits of an activity.
Ambition is the ‘desire’ similar to any other kind of desire. – (Roy, 2008).
Ambition Through The Ages:
1. “Ambition is a lust that’s never quenched, grows more enflamed and madder by enjoyment.” (Otway, 1680). 
2. “Ambition is like a gulf, everything is swallowed up in it and buried; beside the dangerous consequences of it.” (Seneca, no date)
3. “Ambition fortifies the will of man to become ruler over other men: it operates with deception, cajolery, and violence, it is the action of impurity upon impurity.” (Eliot, 1935)
4. “Ambition is critical” – This quote, made famous by the movie Twin Town, greets travellers to Swansea as they leave the train station. It is often falsely attributed to Dylan Thomas but was actually written by lesser – known poet David Hughes.
So is Ambition Critical?
All of the aforementioned quotes characterise ambition as a character flaw that leads to dishonesty and dissatisfaction.
However, research suggests that despite these negative connotations of ambition, there are positive life outcomes of ambition. 
Those who are more ambitious do not appear to be made miserable or insatiable by their ambitions, instead, individuals who were more ambitious tend to have higher levels of attainment in both educational and work domains resulting in higher earnings.
“This success, in turn, is associated with higher levels of life satisfaction and longevity.” (Mueller, 2012)
Future: “Life is not about finding yourself, but about creating yourself. Who do you want to be?” (Shaw, no date)
What is Authenticity?
In relation to a personal brand, authenticity is one of your biggest assets and strongest differentiating factors. 
Your authentic personal brand is what sets you apart. Don’t try to be somebody else. Be true to yourself, your skills, and your expertise. 
However, it is worth considering what it means to be authentic in a world in which we are constantly embedded into the past.
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