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[bookmark: _Toc213069964]1. Introduction 
Critical thinking (CT) is mainly the ability to think clearly about one's beliefs or actions. This also needs the ability to think independently and critically. As opined by Raj et al. (2022), in CT, students mainly engage when they appraise, investigate, synthesise or interpret data and utilise innovative thought to solve issues, make logical arguments, and draw a conclusion. Rivas et al. (2023) claimed that handling today’s real-world issues requires people to apply more CT skills because this seems to be primarily designed and developed for these issues. CT involves strategies and skills that are more transferable and generalisable than others. This assignment’s main purpose is to define CT and its significance in academic success. Along with this, one CT strategy will be discussed in this part. 
[bookmark: _Toc213069965]2. Definition of critical thinking 
CT has consolidated itself as a crucial part of HR (Higher Education), specifically in aspects where the overabundance of data requires rigorous assessment and skills of discernment (Jaramillo Gómez et al., 2025). Many existing studies show that this skill involves the capability of evaluating, analysing, and synthesising data, contrasting diverse perspectives and questioning assumptions to make informed decisions. As described by Golden (2023), CT is responsible, skilful thinking that facilitates decision-making, as it is self-correcting and sensitive to a particular aspect. The success of CT can be measured via self-assessment. CT refers to the disposition and ability to properly subject one's thinking to strict self-assessment. People must do this in their daily lives to better manage and get desired outcomes. 
[bookmark: _Toc213069966]3. Importance of critical thinking 
When entering university, students face challenges of adapting to academic demands and dynamics, which they should balance along with the chase of happiness and satisfaction (personal). As illustrated by Guamanga et al. (2024), the willingness and intrinsic efforts to manage and analyse complexities are essential abilities for adopting and learning in a continuously evolving environment. CT contributes to the creation of analytical skills and requires the development of the desire to question assumptions, stick, and consider numerous opinions. The education system stimulates the thinking of the process and learning new skills. In this instance, the students would be able to use the skills of CT in another setting and enhance decision-making. Orhan (2022) mentioned that AA (Academic Achievement) depends on high critical thinking skills. The future society will require people who have higher skills in CT. CT promotes self-directed learning. Students who are able to think critically can propose solutions and interpret evidence depending on reasoned analysis. For instance, when research assessment is involved, students with high CT skills are in a position to identify possible research methodology constraints and evaluate methodology data reliability. This would assist them in enhancing the quality of their work and academic honesty. CT also assists students to actively contribute towards material and thinking skills. For instance, students can use their CT skills to analyse concepts, reach conclusions, and propose strategies while doing academic projects. This can also contribute to professional and personal growth. It cultivates the ability to engage in open-minded and effective communication to engage in debates. Employers mainly value students (graduates) who can apply CT skills to solve complex problems. 
[bookmark: _Toc213069967]4. Critical thinking strategy
One CT strategy that has been taken into consideration is Problem-based learning. According to Sharma et al. (2022), Problem-based Learning refers to a method that allows students to use CT skills by offering a structure for discovery. This helps them to get an in-depth understanding of a subject. This technique is simple and can be used in different subjects. For example, students can use CT skills to research their chosen problem and brainstorm potential solutions. In this case, students can benefit from one another’s viewpoints and knowledge, which can be a very successful technique for learning and improving CT skills. For special education, 5 approaches in the primary classroom is one of the most well-known articles. In order to develop CT skills (thinking abilities), engaging and interesting mystery games can be beneficial. Applying this strategy to written reflections or peer discussions can improve collaboration and my understanding. 
[bookmark: _Toc213069968]5. Conclusion 
As per the above discussion, it is evident that CT skills are crucial for academic achievement. This allows students to conduct detailed searches, actively engage with content, and make logical arguments. Students can apply CT contexts in different fields. They need to focus on improving CT skills, as employers are currently looking for students who have high-order thinking abilities. Problem-based education gives students an opportunity to use their critical thinking skills and improve their academic performance.
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