1. Proposed Topic: The Role of Green Spaces During Pandemic (Presentation 2021)
The Context (Slide 2): (References will be included in presentation slides).
Covid Crisis has proven to be an unpredicted event that has had a significant influence on the environment. The overall response of national parks/country/MTB parks to the crisis in the context of Green Resources and ecosystem services varied across the board. Many studies/reports/articles highlight various negative consequences (including social, environmental, and economic) linked to the parks authority’s reaction (e.g., controversial access restrictions to beauty/recreation spots). Examples of good practice were also observed.
2. Data Presentation (Slides 2-7) 
Photographic evidence will be presented, and key issues will be raised during the presentation regarding the reaction of green space authorities (e.g., national and country parks, MTB/local parks), including potential, short and long-term consequences of those actions (i.e., from the raising local tensions, through pressure on other green spaces and local businesses to unforeseen health and environmental consequences). 
The author intention is to discuss if the current Environmental Policy was functioning during the Pandemic? Perhaps the future policy needs to be adjusted to the new situation to provide more sustainable ecosystem services and better decision-making post-pandemic mechanisms in case of more future pandemics?
3. Reactions of Green Space authorities ((Brecon Beacons (BB) example, including other parks) (Slide 8). 
-BB National Park Authority closed its HQ in Brecon (March 2020, First Lockdown). Planning permission services, projects, local businesses) all suspended or affected. 
-Access to mainland/public paths, including the car park, closed to the public in Brecon (March 2020). 
-Mountain summits, ridges, picturesque parts of the park, and access routes closed in April 2020 across all three major Parks in Wales, including Pembrokeshire Coast Path in May 2020. An extensive list of closures issued by the BB Authorities (available online). No alternatives for elderly/disabled people (access issues).
-NRW involvement in June 2020. Staff on Work-from-home scheme, Covid restrictions Guidance issued for all national parks (17-page long document). Data collection limited to significant environmental incidents) 
-Fines to ‘illegally’ parked drivers in Waterfall Country (Brecon Beacons) introduced in August 2020 
-Local parks, e.g., Craig y Nos Country Park, closed, including the café, shops, toilets and car park (driving to exercise in parks not permitted. People encourage to find ‘’less crowded, new favourite places to visit’’ by BB Park Authority (October 2020).
- Chief Executive of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, reaching out to the concerned public recognising the vital role of parks and asking for email contact in case of issues/questions (January 2021).
4. Examples of Some Negative/Positive Consequences (Slide 9)    
During the crisis, the parks authorities’ decisions significantly impacted the 1/5 of Wales territory as three major Welsh parks cover a vast area of approximately 4,122 km².
-Increased environmental pressure on various Green Spaces due to uncoordinated park’s authorities’ actions (overcrowded spots, illegal parking, littering and more). Significant nature recovery also observed.
-‘New tourist’ and ‘Fly camping’ are brand new arising issues- a direct consequence of Covid restrictions.
-Economic impacts: suspended volunteer contribution (up to £1.56 million loss), 53% income budget loss in Leeds park, ‘parks businesses and services in a vulnerable state.’ 
-Increased positive interest in visiting nature by people-directly linked to Covid Pandemic (perception shift).
-Forest of Dean remained open during Pandemic (Covid-safe way implemented) (good practice example).
5. Proposed Questions (Slide10).  
Questions will regard the consequences of the presented actions, good practice examples application and potential space for improvement. Also, more sustainable actions including futureproofing of Env. policy.
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