Joseph Gillen’s 1,000 words IP
	The start of this process was anything but smooth for me. Starting off with the first topic I had chosen, Typecasting, it felt more like a “I need to do this for a good grade” than a “I want to do this because I am interested”. Once the small idea was planted in my head that I am able to create anything I want which could include things that weren’t necessarily acting related, such as a stand-up performance, my mind kicked into overdrive and my attitude was changed to so eager to create. So that’s what I decided to do, create a challenging stand-up comedy routine based around my experience living in Wales. So far the work that has been done has mostly just been thoughts and notes written down in places such as my notebook or phone. The notes include things that could be referenced into the routine itself, things that I have either seen or experienced, but also some notes on how the performance should be structured. I’ve watched 5 popular stand-up routines to jot down notes from and to learn how they were able to have their performance broadcasted on networks without being taken down.
	With this information in mind where I plan to go is simple, create. Over the holiday break I plan to make a complete first attempt at a stand-up routine and to possibly be able to perform it either in front of an audience or friends. The writing part of this assignment has had me stumped for the longest time, making me fear what the structure of the writing is meant to look like or even how to start an introduction. I also want to spend this break trying to go around to more places other than Carmarthen so that I may try and gain more material to talk about and possibly try to represent more areas in Wales. 
	The synopsis of this project is essentially a contemporary approach to creating a stand-up performance that challenges acceptable norms about a Mexican American living in Wales. This project will have me perform and write about what my life has been like across seas, talking about things I experienced that I don’t normally see or hear back at home. What I mean by this is typically my whole life I have been used to racism towards people of my color or heritage, even though I am half white (but I don’t look like it). Once I moved over to Wales, however, things changed. Things started happening to me, questions I have never been asked before were brought to me, questionable looks were given to me, all because of what I looked like and what I sounded like. Some were positive, some were negative, but all of it makes for great material. To start, the first thing that needs to be done is creating and performing the stand-up itself. This is important because how else am I going to write about the process of not only creating the stand-up but also write about living in Wales in the first place. The writing part of this assessment will be structured in a way that talks about what’s out there for me in Wales, what I think about it overall, and what I’m going to do with all this information going forward. Sources that will be used to write this will include books talking about diversity in Wales, papers written on how racism works in stand-up, and various stand-up comedians and their performances to help aid me in creating a routine that is consistent, coherent, and hopefully humorous. In the end this whole thing is to make people laugh and maybe go home challenged over the topic, and to have people think twice about how life can be for someone like me visiting their country. Or to add more options for Mexicans in Tesco.
	Any collaboration I may use from this project will mostly come from having discussions with people about various topics. I would like to find a way speak to native Welsh people and talk about things relating to people like me visiting or moving over here without blatantly asking “What do you think about me being here?” I would also want to have discussions with people that are very similar to me, whether that be because they are Mexican or American. I want to get details from others, talking about what they have experienced so far both positive and negative, as to maybe get more insight then I am available to obtain. So far my good friend Charlie has brought to my attention that another difference could be gender, and they discussed how some people have asked them very nice questions relating to their heritage, meanwhile I’m asked in a pub why we voted Trump into office a second time. 
	In conclusion, this whole project has got me really passionate about seeing where I can go, not just in acting, but comedy as a whole. Maybe even seeing how my future would look like if I decided to stay and live in Wales. I am really glad to have been told that I can do stand-up for this project to begin with, as even thought I have slight experience in my pervious topic, Typecasting, it wouldn’t have been as fun as to being able to perform my project to people in a way that I thrive in. As for the writing part of this journey, this is the part I fear the most. I have never been the best at writing, and it doesn’t help that I also dislike reading a majority of the time, since I struggle to keep myself engaged with words on paper. It was really helpful to have a good portion of sources come from media and videos, especially on a topic I am so interested in and I easily engage with. What’s interesting to think about is that one of my collaborators, Charlie, is doing something very similar to mine but more focused on immigration, yet both of us still share the same fear which is the fear of not being funny during our performance. Something that helped ease my tension over that was something I had found in one of the comedy workbooks I will be referencing which inside of it states that as long as we believe what we are saying is funny, it will be funny to others. Do I believe in myself to pull this off? Absolutely.
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