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Respecting the voice of the child.
Children's rights are protected by law. Legislation such as the UNCRC –The United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child, The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. There are 54 Articles in the UNCRC that underpin policies and procedures worldwide, the UK included. 42 Articles set the standards for education, health, services, laws and for a child to have a right to have their voice heard about decisions that affect them (NSPCC Learning, 2019).
Articles 3, 6, 12 and 23 support the voice of the child. A child with Additional Learning Needs still has the same rights as any child. Early Years practitioners need to ensure the Articles are considered whilst planning and making decisions about the child.
 
 




Article 3. (Best interests of the child). ‘’The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children’’ (Unicef, No date). All those whom have a duty of care and responsibility to a child should act accordingly following standards set by the authority, ensuring the safety and well-being of the child (United Nation Human Rights, 2019).
According to the Human Rights Act 1998 (right to education), every person is entitled to an education no matter what their parents’ religious beliefs or philosophical convictions. The parent has the right to be educated on the needs and differentiation of the child.  The child has a right to education that is inclusive. Ensuring education is delivered considering the child’s best interests.
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales is Sally Holland, the UK has 4 appointed commissioners (NSPCC Learning, 2019).  The commissioner is responsible for promoting and protecting the rights and best interests of the child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001). These rights are underpinned by the UNCRC supporting the best interests of the child.
Social services and well-being Act Wales 2014 seek to promote the well-being of someone who needs support and care and for those who care for them. Preventative services must be provided by the Local Authority to prevent delaying the development of peoples needs for care and support and minimising the effect on disabled people. Preventative measures such as Team Around the Family which can help support the child’s best interests. Team Around the Family as it’s known now was initially TAC – Team Around the Child established in 2001 which is based on 3 pillars of support, child’s health, child’s education & Family Support (Limbrick, 2019)
Every Child Matters and Every Parent Matters - Parental involvement is important to the child’s best interests, the parent is the child’s first educator and the strength of the parental role the child’s home learning environment has an impact on how that child learns and develops. Every Child/Parent Matters agenda acknowledge the importance of the parental role (Archer and Siraj, 2015).
The Foundation Framework states that ‘there must be a balance between structured learning through child-initiated activities and those directed by practitioners’ A responsive model is child-centred allowing the child ownership of their learning and for practitioners to make plans with them according to their abilities and individual needs following the child’s best interests and in turn developing to their full potential (WAG, 2008b,p.6 as cited in Thomson and Lewis (2017 p.184).
Sharing information on a need to know basis is essential for colleagues to be able to work effectively in the best interests of the child and to provide a satisfactory service to the family (Petrie, 2011). Sharing with the appropriate professional secures the child’s best interests but also respecting the confidentiality and privacy of the child and no information should be stored or shared without consent unless related to safeguarding and should follow General Data Protection Regulations (Gov.UK, 2019).
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Article 6 (Life, Survival and development) ‘’Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential’’ (Unicef, No date) 
According to the EPPE- The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project, (No date) recommendations made are to ensure staff have knowledge and understanding of child development as well as the curriculum. Sound practise is underpinned by the knowledge and understanding of child development and by continuing training of staff thus improving children’s development in the Early Years setting. This provides staff with the necessary knowledge to ensure the child’s development.
The SEN Code of Practice for Wales provides guidance and procedures, describing what is Sen or ALN needs and how the child has the right to an inclusive education. Needs such as communication and interaction difficulties, cognitive and learning difficulties, behaviour, emotional and social development, sensory, physical and medical needs. The guidance protects the child’s right to inclusive development in Education (Siencyn and Thomas, 2007).
Observations are fundamental for practitioners to gain understanding of the child’s unique needs. Practitioners can recognise the differences and acknowledge that children have the right to be treated with respect and to have their needs met developmentally. Observations and assessments are tools for professionals to use to gain information on the development of a child, this enables professionals to detect any developmental issues and then to act appropriately (Riddall-Leech, 2008).
To ensure the development of the child practitioners need to remove barriers that prevent children who need additional support. Practitioners have a key role to identifying the children’s needs and to develop sufficient strategies to meet those needs (QCA, 2000, cited in Inclusion in the Early Years, 2006 p.10).
Safeguarding and Protecting children is paramount in the life, survival and development of a child. Meaning the child has a right to be protected from mistreatment, prevention of impairment of a child’s health and development and to ensure the child grows up with the provision of safe and adequate care. As professionals we have the moral, legal and professional obligations to promote the life, survival and development of children (Reid and Burton, 2014).
Well-being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 – The Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, Sophie Howe is to promote the sustainability and well-being of future generations by carrying out reviews of public bodies. Improving the economic, social, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. The commissioner is to act as a guardian for future generations to meet their needs and to encourage public bodies to consider the impact in the long-term on the future generations (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2019).






























Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) ‘’Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life’’ (Unicef, No date). 
Every Child Matters agenda brought forth from the Lord laming’s report states that every child no matter who they are or where they come from has the right to remain safe and to maximise their true potential. The report clearly states that service’s involved with children must be trained appropriately, share information, be held accountable, for vulnerable children not to be dismissed and children’s lives to be improved as a whole. Putting children at the heart of the policies (Every Child Matters, 2003). Considering the views of the child.
Reflective Practice is a skill that practitioners use daily in their professions. Practitioners include the reflections of the children within their settings, making sure the children are listened too. The ability to reflect provides citizens to contribute to their world by being included in decision making (Hallet, 2013). Children have the right to be heard and to express themselves when decisions are being made that affect them. 
Individual Development Plans according to Snap Cymru and Welsh Government guidelines provide additional support and differentiated curriculums for children with additional needs (Snap Cymru, 2019). Providing a child-centred approach for the child’s development including key information from the child, parents and practitioners.
The Welsh Government have Person-Centred Practice tools that enables the child, parents and practitioners to create and IDP and one-page profile that best supports the child’s wishes and needs. It documents key information about the child, what the child’s likes and dislikes are, what works well and what doesn’t work well, what is important to the child, what the needs and wants of the child are and how best to support them (Welsh Government, No date).
Observations of the targeted child provide practitioners evidence and records of difficulties the child’s faces within the settings (Advanced Early Years Care and Education, 2004). Through using person-centred tools plans can be put in place to best support the child’s wishes and needs.
Children have a wealth of knowledge and their views should be listened to (Lansdown 2001, as cited in An Introduction to the Foundation Phase Early years Curriculum in Wales) and respected in educational matters therefor it is extremely important to listen to children and what is best for them (Thomas and Lewis, 2017).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 – The Welsh Minister must pay duty to the UNCRC convention when promoting the rights of the child and has a duty to promote knowledge and understanding of the convention and protocols. Including respecting the views of the child, best interests of the child and the child’s right to life, survival and development (rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) measure 2011).
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Article 23 (Children with a disability) ‘’A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and their families’’ (Unicef, No date). 
Law states a child’s disabilities should be recognised and those who care for them should access and have access to resources to provide the child’s and carers with appropriate resources to enable the child’s physical, emotional, spiritual & social development (Office of the High Commissioner, 2019).
Human Rights Act 1998 (prohibition of discrimination). No educational setting should discriminate against the child by providing education that is unattainable to the child and by the way it provides the education (Equality Act 2010)
Parents, Staff and Learners in the Early Years settings are able to access resources that have been commissioned by the Welsh Government to promote the development of individual by providing tools to enable person-centred practice (Gov.Wales, No date). Information is also available from ASD info Wales for practitioners and parents including training and tools to support a child with ASD (ASDinfoWales, 2019).
The Children’s commissioner for Wales fully endorses the new Draft Code of Practice and Regulations regarding The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018. The commissioner encourages the new code to fully embed children’s rights with sufficient resources to implement the Act successfully (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). This Act will provide the necessary legislation for children with additional needs that ensure the child best interests are met inclusively and without discrimination. 
We all have an obligation to challenge discrimination on the grounds of disability based on the legal framework and standards that are set in the early years provision. They should be given equal opportunities as practitioners have a duty of care to the children and their role in society free from discrimination (Willan et al. 2005).
Common Assessment Framework (CAF) – A key worker will be involved in gathering information for a child with additional needs creating a full picture of the child. Children must be seen as individuals and every child’s journey is different and unique. The standardises assessment allows the key worker to track progress, communicate with others, identify next steps, involve parents and partner professionals to support the child’s progress. They can accurately document the child’s progress, support transitions and to plan and implement appropriate changes to meet the child’s needs (Rodger, 2012). This creates a plan and partnership to meet the child’s needs regardless of the child’s disability. 


























These Articles from the UNCRC protect the rights of the child. Legislation in Wales is underpinned by the Articles forming the framework of policies and procedures for Early Years Settings. The policies and procedures are the foundations for practitioner’s code of conduct and ways of working.  Early Years Settings support the rights of the child. Legislation protects the rights of the child.
The child has a voice and has the right to be heard, has the right to have their best interests considered in all decisions concerning them, has the right to live a full life with appropriate care, to develop and to achieve their full potential without discrimination of disability or limitations. To be treated equally and with respect. 
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