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Task 4
Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work
Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).
	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) was introduced in Wales in 2016. This legislation provides the framework for how professionals and all services should protect adults who may be at risk of significant harm. Part seven section 126 (1) describes an ‘adult at risk’ as “(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, (2) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and (c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014).
The ‘Working Together to Safeguard People: Code of Practice’ (2022) is a statutory document, it highlights that safeguarding is the responsibility of all individuals, groups and organisations that offer a service to an individual. The document explores safeguarding and the reasonable steps that should be taken to ensure the safety of all children and adults against the risk of harm and abuse.
The National Safeguarding Independent Board is imbedded within the SSWBA 2014, S132 (2)) and the key duties are to provide advice and support to the Safeguarding Board in regard to their effectiveness, reporting on the adequacy of the arrangements that are in place to safeguard adult and children in Wales and recommending changes and or improvements to the arrangements to the Welsh Ministers (National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2023).
Section 128 SSWBA 2014 explains that if an individual, group or organisation has grounds to believe they are working with an ‘adult at risk’, they have a duty to report this to the local authority as they have a duty to safeguard under The National Safeguarding Independent Board. SSWBA S126 (2), 2014, states, if the local authority has reason to believe there is an adult at risk, it must make enquiries that are necessary to inform if or what steps should take place by the Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO) under section 127 SSWBA 2014, to ensure the safety of the ‘adult at risk.’
When an authorised officer is making their enquiries, they are required by legislation to make an ‘Active offer’ of communication in the Welsh language (Welsh Language Act, 1993). If the offer is accepted, the requirement would be for this to continue through their care and support package, should an intervention be required (Welsh Government, 2018).
There are other legislations that are relevant to safeguarding adults who are at risk, which include The Mental Health Act 1983, The Mental Capacity Act 2005, Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, Modern Day Slavery Act 2015, and the Human Rights Act (1998). The main Articles within the Human Rights Act 1998, that are linked to safeguarding, are Articles 2, 3 and 5. Article 2 “Right to life”, Article 3 “Freedom from degrading and inhumane treatment” and Article 5 “The right to liberty and security” (Human Rights Act, 1998).
Word count: 496








	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 was implemented in April 2016, and this reformed the safeguarding legislation in Wales. Prior to this, In Safe Hands: Protection of Vulnerable Adults in Wales 2000, provided guidance on how adults have a consistent approach to be protected in Wales (Welsh Institute for Health and Social Care, 2009). In 2010, the Vale of Glamorgan University reviewed the document to explore if the safeguards that had been implemented continued to be appropriate, robust, and effective. The overall conclusions of the review identified the Safe Hands is “Partially effective”, “No longer appropriate” and “not sufficiently appropriate” to safeguard adults in Wales (Welsh Institute for Health and Social Care, 2010).
The SSWBA 2014 provides a legislative framework to outline an ‘adult at risk’ and places a duty on the local authority to provide a care and support for adults who are at risk. The Human Rights Act 1998 echoes that adults have the right to self-autonomy, and whilst being offered support to implement positive changes. Adults have the right to refuse these services, even when professionals feel the support is to be in the adult’s best interest (Cherry, 2023). Only when an adult’s decision-making places them at risk of significant harm or if an adult is not able to make decisions, then other legislation can be implemented. Should an adult lack capacity to make informed decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, then the Act sets out the guidance needed to support them whilst allowing choice and promoting their well-being (Wilson, et al, 2011). 
The SSWBA 2014 outlines the safeguarding procedures for children at risk of or experiencing significant harm. It is the duty of the social worker to obtain the wishes and feelings of the children and to consider this when making decisions regarding safeguarding. When there is reason to believe children are at risk of significant harm, intervention can be made against the wishes of the child and/or parents (SSWBA, 2014).
In reflection, both children and adults that are at risk of significant harm are protected by legislation, ensuring they can have care and support when needed. The difference is adults have the right to self-autonomy and are able to make decisions for themselves, unless assessed not to have capacity. Whereas intervention with children and young people can be completed without consent in order to safeguard them from the risk of significant harm (SSWBA, 2014).
Word count: 402
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