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[bookmark: _GoBack]The statement by the Law Commission in 2005 regarding the law governing homicide in England and Wales being a "rickety structure set upon shaky foundations" highlights the need for comprehensive reform. In this essay we aim to evaluate the current state of the law governing homicide and assess the arguments for and against reform. This discussion will include important issues such as partial defenses to murder, controversies surrounding the intent required for murder, and the breadth of manslaughter. Also, we will look at the proposals for reform put forward by the Law Commission and other bodies. Finally, we will look at the reform proposals that the government chose to reject and accept, and if they were right to do this.
The current law governing homicide in England and Wales primarily includes laws distinguishing between murder and manslaughter this is found in the section (1) homicide act (1957), Murder is the  “unlawful killing under the queen's peace where the defendant had the intention to kill or cause grievously bodily harm to the victim”. In the homicide act (1957) you can find the definition of murder as well as the two types of manslaughter, which are voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. 
Voluntary manslaughter can be found in section (2) which can be used as a legal defence to murder. This is when the defendant unlawfully kills another person but does not have the mens rea. For example, diminished responsibility where the defendants mind was substantially impaired, so he was unable to make rational decision. 
Involuntary manslaughter can be found in section (4) of the homicide act (1957), this is when the defendant kills another person without intending to cause grievous harm or to kill. There are two types of involuntary manslaughter which are:
a. Unlawful act manslaughter when the defendant an unlawful act which can cause death and is dangerous, even if there is no intention. 
b. Gross negligence is when the negligence becomes so gross, it causes death (where a Dr has the duty of care to his patients) 
The law commission reviews laws to ensure that they are compatible with modern society by looking for problems with the existing statues and provides recommendations for improvements.
When it comes to homicide the law commission found that the current problem is that some laws are currently outdated and go as far back as the 17th century. For improvements the law commission recommended instead of being a combination of two things which are murder and manslaughter it should be structured in three categories which should be first degree, seconds degree, and third degree the same way it is used in the United States. Additionally, the law commission proposed reforms regarding complicity in murder, diminished responsibility, provocation, and infanticide. They also recommended that the government conduct a public consultation to determine whether and to what extent the law should recognise an offense of "mercy" killing or a partial defence of "mercy" killing.
The government has accepted some proposals for reform, such as the implementation of a new statutory framework for homicide offenses. These reforms were seen as important to address the complexities and uncertainties within the current law.
Individuals who are against the reform argue that existing laws existed for such a long time that the new legal framework may cause confusion and uncertainty. They also argue that the change in law may mena that the seriousness of the offence of murder will be taken lightly; also, by doing this a lot of murder cases will turn to manslaughter cases; this will undermine the seriousness of the crime. Some also call for a more cautious approach as they fear that there will be an increase in violent crimes in society consequently.
In conclusion, the law in England and Wales in need of reform as the laws consist of outdated laws and many inconsistencies. The proposals put forward by the Law Commission and other bodies offer meaningful solutions to address the deficiencies in the current law. While the government's acceptance of some reform proposals demonstrates recognition of the need for change, the rejection of others suggests a cautious approach to maintain a cautious balance between legal certainty and justice.
While arguments against reform emphasise the importance of stability and maintaining the seriousness of murder charges, they must be weighed against the imperfections and injustices perpetuated by the current system. Ultimately, reform should create a clearer and more modern legal framework for homicide, while carefully considering the potential consequences and balancing the rights of individuals and the broader principles of justice.
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