

     
                                           Children Young People & Families 
                                                                BMHP5004
                                                                Stacey Last

Introduction
This essay will aim to establish the societal shift and development of social construction regarding childhood, will give an understanding of the changes seen in the lives of children and their families. A comparison of definitions regarding what childhood means and the key elements of family life will be discussed. Policies and procedures will be discussed and how they impact the lives of vulnerable children with a focus on how education is a vital part off children's and families' futures and achievements in life. The development off childhood differs from a range of factors such as race or gender (Norozi,2016). The history of how schooling and the developments of cultural and social circumstances will be examined and how educational initiatives put in place have made a difference to the wellbeing and outcomes of children and benefitted families.
During the twentieth century, childhood was a concept that challenged modernist bedrock concepts. Childhood underpinned the social scientific attempts to understand and measure the process of growing up. Over the last twenty years, the concept off childhood has been recognised to be a cluster of critical and complex ideas regarding the nature of biological social, and psychological growth (Wyness,2015). It can be said that the modernist conception of childhood formed through the work of empirical psychologists provided a hugely influential paradigm for the study of children during childhood. It is through due to working towards better standards and a better understanding of the social conditions of childhood that a firm basis can be provided for implementation of children's rights (Mayall,2000). Processes such as medicalization and mobilization shape not only the experiences children have but also shape policies and procedures within social care work (Finn,2010), however, little attention has been paid to the ways in which globalization is shaping the understanding regarding childhood and the policies affecting children and the everyday lives of the youth (Finn,2010). 
In 1990, sociologists Prout & James argued that a new paradigm for the sociology of childhood was emerging. This leading to a movement known as the ‘new social studies of childhood’ (Bellingham,1988). It is said that historians agree that concepts like adulthood and childhood are socially constructed, that there will always be a relationship between conceptual thought and the process of construction, therefore definitions of childhood will be dependent upon the society from which they are formed (Hendrick,1997). This supports the perception of childhood which has been produced over the last few decades, of which can only be fully comprehended within the context of how different generations have reacted to social and political changes throughout the respective eras (Hendrick,1997).
A key social factor in childhood is that of the family structure, the structure of the school system being another (James,2017). It is believed children's behaviours are shaped and controlled by the parents (James,2014), about children's everyday lives, the adults tend to exercise control over their children. As children, it is inevitable that they are going to test their limits and push the boundaries set by adults with authority around them. Schools and individual teachers are a major influence on the development of children and young people (Halstead,1996), although parents have been their children's first educators and influencers since prehistoric times (Berger,1991) with the first parent educational class occurring in 1815 in the United States (U.S.), with a focus being on the middle-income families to help mainstream children and underclass parents. There has been a more recent collaboration emerging during the 1960’s with programmes such as Homes start, Head start and continuing through the 1990’s seeing a concern in the rise of poorly educated youths, emphasizing that parents and school professionals work together for youth to have a better education (Berger,1991).
 The education environment, after the family home has a profound impact on the mental wellbeing off a child to help lay the foundations from early years. In recent years, there is no doubt education has played a massive contribution in a child's development, providing stability amongst many other attributes. The policies and procedures around education are forever changing, introducing new strategies (Cole,2005). Historical ways off schooling have seen unmeasurable comparisons in today's schooling methods, with education being a basic human right with great power to change the lives of individuals, it is the framework and foundations for sustainable human development, however, according to the state of the world's children 1999 report, 130million children are denied this right, with almost two thirds being girls (UNICEF,1998). The convention on the rights of the child, the most ratified human rights treaty in history indicates that all children have the right to an education that will equip them with the skills needed to go onto further learning throughout their lives (UNICEF,1998). The conventions perspective on the quality of education, includes not just children's cognitive needs, but all aspects of a child's developmental needs, which has saw a dramatic turnaround and significant improvement in education literature and policy and, improvement in academic achievement in persistent low achieving schools ( ), this helped by then legislation ‘No Child Left Behind 2002’. Not only have ideas changed but provision and funding has too (West,2020).
Factors such as race, gender or even class have always been a firm topic when it comes to an individual's academic experience, it can be argued racial differences in schools have changed overtime due to better inclusive education and curriculum, unlike back in the twentieth century where slaves were made to learn how to read and write (Collins,2006). According to (Collins,2006), once the civil war was over Black children had many obstacles to overcome to obtain education, with it being reported over 80% of children 9 and over were illiterate. In recent times successive generations of Black children have managed to close the gap on racism in schools and abilities to obtain a good education. It is also reported by (Collins,2006) that due to this achievement in closing the racial gap, by 1930, the percentage off Black African American children decreased to just 12%. An improvement none the less, however, there are remaining gaps regarding racism in school.
The classroom can be defined as an oasis for children to learn respect and where the principles of democracy are held. However, the way in which learning affects lives, individually or collectively has yet to be explored in a systematic empirical fashion (Schuller,2004). The relationship between education, income and occupation are well established (OECD,1998). The better your education, and the more qualifications are obtained, the better choice of jobs become available (Schuller,2004). The social benefits of education are life changing, with promotional events held to celebrate the achievements individuals who have more than often had a difficult upbringing. Other initiatives implemented to benefit education can be seen across different schools, learning objectives and initiatives such as ‘flying start’, 

Various reforms that have been attempted over the last five decades have had insignificant impact on the inequality's education presents (Heath,1990). However, recommendations for more proactive action to be implemented regarding the wellbeing and experience within children's education should be considered, as challenging times form within different social situations children find themselves involved in. School should be a learning experience where support groups are made, however, these are also the years where individuals face inequalities and unfair judgements. With recent investments into early childhood programmes deemed to serve children at risk of school failure and low academic achievements, the government investment has increased seeing child tax credits being introduced to help low-income families even acquire childcare, and legislation being introduced to support childhood programmes (Gomby,1995). The number of families benefitting from these types of programmes and support have grown in their millions (Gomby,1995). Despite these efforts' associations like the National Commission on Children have called for additional investment to be invested in the early childhood sector. With evidence showing social and cognitive benefits for children who have gained from these sorts of programmes, it can be argued that the extra investment will be off great benefit and will help improve the academic outcomes of many more children (Gomby,1995). With the need for children to be assessed accordingly and given the right support it is recommended policy makers meet their need by assessing children appropriately and effectively (Shepherd,1998). Although there have been major shifts in legislation, there are still elements of continuity regarding the educational institutions delivering the education, namely nursery age classes, the governmental bodies are taking more of a hands-on approach and taking control of the funding available (West,2020). It is fair to say that the history and characteristics that define childhood have evolved over generations for the better, and the continuity of these policies surrounding education will continue to improve for families.
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