Funerary rituals through out ancient Greece showcases through various objects. 
With this collection of images there are a few different representations of women mourning the dead. At first there are a few larnaxes from the Late Bronze age, but there were a few larnaxes from Tanagra that also show how men were involved in the mourning processes, the priest and sphinx larnax represents this quite well. There were quite a few artistic representations of funerary rituals from the 5th century B.C. which included grave markers, vases and pyxis. While some things such as the grave markers and sometimes the columns where used in the burial of the deceased sometimes there were just artistic recreations of a funeral. This includes the Corinthian vase that depicts Achilles funeral where his mother, Thetis, is often seen crying over his body. Including different parts of graves and burials meant that I could showcase different parts of a funeral and the death rituals. With both the terracotta krater and funerary plaque there are representations of chariot racing which could be a either a part of some funerary games or it could have been an important part of the individuals life. Either way these artefacts tell us a significant amount about the dead that lie in those graves and the civilisations they were a part of.                   https://au.pinterest.com/mynameispheonix/funerary-rituals/
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A Tanagra clay sarcophagi first produced in Mycenae depicting 5 women tearing out their hair and lamenting at a funeral. This image also shows the women wearing traditional funeral costumes from Minoan society, with a few alterations as they appear to be fastened with a waistband rather than at the front even though these pictures don’t offer a lot of detail for the dresses. These types of larnaxes are typically from the 12th century B.C. (Caleo, 2001)









Another Tanagra larnax used in burial practices of the 12th century. The women in this image are also lamenting and tearing out their hair where they appear to be wearing feathered hats and traditional Minoan funerary outfits. Much like the first, the dresses these women are wearing have fringes at the bottom which Caleo states are “a naive representation of a dress torn in grief.” (Caleo, 2001)










This graph shows the different characters depicted in Larnakes at Tanagra. The most common is women acting out a funerary ritual, but there are some that show men, sphinxes, birds, some kind of winged soul and possible the underworld. I chose to include this image with the selection as it easily and neatly showed the different types of things depicted on the side of clay sarcophagi in the Late Bronze Age. (Kramer-Hajos 2015)






[image: A piece of art with a couple of people]This larnax depicts a priest in a funerary scene with a sphinx from the Late Bronze Age Tanagra. Kramer-Hajo mentions it while showcasing how rare it is to see a larnaxes with something other than a mourning women. While sphinxes are not the rarest thing to find on this kind of artifact it certainly isn’t common.  (Kramer-Hajo 2015)
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This is a terracotta pyxis from 465-60 B.C. Attica which was made with a white ground technique used for lekythoi. This was an oil flask meant to be placed on graves. This particular pyxis depicts the judgement of Paris and was painted by the Penthesilea painter in Classical Greece and is currently in the Metropolitan museum. 
This pot is named the terracotta krater in the Metropolitan museum’s collection and is from 750-735 B.C.. Grave markers such as this were first introduced in the Geometric period, often decorated with various representations of funerary rituals. This large vase includes the dead person laid with a checkered shroud, surrounded by the people of his community and mourners on each side shown tearing their hair. Below that is most likely a representation of funeral games or military exploits. 
Dancing during the Minoan period became a large part of religious ceremonies, but it wasn’t until the Mycenaean period that it become entangled with funerary rites. This is a picture from the tomb of the dancers in Peucetia from 5th or 4th century B.C.  (Sena Chiesa and Arslan 2004) (Peruzzi)

[image: ]This  Corinthian vase shows Thetis and her Nereid sisters or the Muses mourning the death of Achilles. This vase showcases how the women in someone’s life takes a huge role in their mourning and funeral.  
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Reference list A terracotta funerary plaque from 520-510 B.C. Greece, Attic. It shows a group of women lamenting and mourning while laying out the dead. Below them is a chariot race which is a recurring theme in Attic funerary art. This funeral plaque is kept at the Metropolitan museum of art. 
An inscribed ionic column on the tomb of the 7th century poet, Archilochos on Paros and the inscription dates back to the 4th century B.C.. Palagia mentions that Ionic and Doric columns sometimes functioned as grave markers holding a marble statue or a vase.  This column was possibly holding a sphinx statue that has now been lost, (Clay, 2004) but what the columns were supporting could tell you a lot about the person buried there. (Palagia, 2016) 
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