Blog posts

Blog post 1 – The Design Thinking Process
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The design of the blog and my introduction to it 
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Description automatically generated]
Swansea, a bustling coastal city in Wales, played a significant role in World War II. Its strategic location as a major port made it a target for enemy attacks, resulting in devastating consequences for the city and its residents. Despite the challenges, Swansea persevered through the war, displaying remarkable resilience and courage in the face of adversity.
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Description automatically generated]
My connection to the topic of Swansea during World War II is to gain a deeper understanding of the city's history during this pivotal period. By researching and writing about Swansea's involvement in the war, I hope to shed light on the experiences of the people who lived through this time and honour their sacrifices. My blog will provide a platform for sharing the stories and lessons of Swansea's wartime history, ensuring that they are remembered and appreciated for generations to come. It will also ensure to talk about how me and my fellow friend in university work in a group to innovate ideas on creating musical sound app that let the user hear the music that we have created so you the audience mind can wonder and absorb the content, topic & music.

visonofthefuture.weebly.com 
Blog post 2 – Empathise

For this assignment we were tasked with creating a site-specific sound work that evaluates historical or contemporary issues and their impact on today’s society using the design thinking process. Our chosen topic should fall under one of the following topics:
· Mindfulness and Wellbeing – Ancient Paradigms and Modern Methodologies
· An Inconvenient Truth – Visions of the Future
· The Future is Human – Rise of the Machines
· Disinformation – Knowledge and Ignorance
· Dreams and Psychodelia – Beyond Limitations

Since the was many topics to talk about. The was many choices of topic which we discuss as a group and concluded that we want to relate the “vision of the future” with Swansea War world II. But before we could even start mention the WW II, we started by throwing ideas relating to Swansea city crime rate and the influence of the drugs. We read few articles online to check what the government of Wales had to say about drugs being legal such as “the black mamba”.

As delve deeper into the history of Swansea during World War II, I feel a sense of connection and empathy with the people who lived through this tumultuous period. I am struck by the incredible sacrifices they made for their country and the resilience they displayed in the face of unimaginable challenges.

The war had a profound impact on the city of Swansea, which was a major industrial and port centre. As a result, it became a prime target for enemy attacks, particularly during the Blitz of 1941. I can only imagine the terror and devastation that the people of Swansea must have felt during this time.

As I read about the experiences of individuals and families during the war, I am moved by their strength and determination. The accounts of air raid shelters, rationing, and evacuation demonstrate the incredible sacrifices that they made for their country. I feel a deep sense of respect and admiration for the people of Swansea, who refused to give up hope and continued to fight for their community and their country.

One of the most striking aspects of Swansea's wartime history is the resilience of its people. Despite the devastation caused by the Blitz, they refused to be defeated. I am moved by the stories of volunteers who worked tirelessly to support the war effort and the incredible efforts made to rebuild and recover in the aftermath of the conflict.

I am particularly struck by the experiences of women during the war, who played a vital role in the war effort. They worked in munitions factories and as nurses, and they took on additional responsibilities in the absence of men who were serving in the military. I feel a deep sense of empathy for these women, who had to juggle the demands of work and family during an incredibly challenging time.
As I continue to learn about Swansea's wartime history, I am struck by the long-lasting impact of the war on the city and its residents. The memories of air raids, rationing, and evacuation lingered on for years after the war, shaping the experiences and perspectives of those who lived through it.
But despite the challenges and the trauma of war, the people of Swansea persevered. They came together to rebuild and recover, demonstrating a resilience and determination that continues to inspire us today. I feel a deep sense of gratitude and respect for the people of Swansea, and I am honoured to be able to learn more about their experiences and share their stories with others. 
https://visionofthefutureempathise.weebly.com
Blog post 3 – Define
As a group we thought about “vision of the future” and trying to define it. by asking ourselves “vision & future” what can we relate it to.? Then ideas started to emerge such as talking about the global climate change and it effect on the world. We chose to narrow it down focusing on Swansea weather environmental change of it effect like looking into few parts of the Swansea beach and how some of them were polluted due to it pollution increases. We decided that at first were going to stick to that and trying to come up with water sound effect for the echo app. Somehow, we concluded that it will not be the best idea since it had no vision and future into the idea, so we change the idea by trying to bring a Star Wars, Trek, and apocalypse theme. Since the Star Wars is a movie of series of Future & Vision in it. at the end we finally came up with a conclusion of thought that we want something closer to home Swansea. That when the idea clicks for everyone, it felt like a lightbulb of wanting to talk about the WW II on how the Nazis bombed major cities in the UK. The 19th to the 21th of February 1941, killing 230 people. As we delve into the history of Swansea during World War II, I am transported to a time of great uncertainty and fear. That focusing on the past the past? then lead to the future then to the present which is now.
https://visionofthefuturedefine.weebly.com
Blog post 4 – Ideate (musical ideas)
For the music we were told to create a five-minute piece as a group or individually. Personally, I did not like the idea about working individually because I saw that it will make it difficult for us to synchronize each individual song since everyone has a different test of music and ways of being creative. Therefore, I told my teammate to be divided into 2 since we are in the group of five. As for the last parson he will have to synchronize his song with the rest if he is confidence to do so. I personally wouldn’t put the pressure on someone unless he is hundred percent sure within himself. So, then it begun as we come up with idea between me and Matthew, we decide to start thinking about war theme songs, such as video game, artis creating war song just so that we can understand how we want ours to sound like. Then it begins after gravitating to other artis for inspiration we decided that we will create a piece of 3 mood war song into one. What I mean by 3 mood is to take the audience on a journey so they can feel the atmospheric dynamic emerging with the emotion as if they were part of the war.
Matthew starts with a piano melody on a Rhodes keyboard, we chose Rhodes because it sounded darker than the other inspiration we gain from. I oversaw giving out ideas since I am not well equip on how to create sound. I ask Matthew to add soldier marching as the percussive element of the pieces so that we and the audience would feel grounded in the idea of war in the piece. He added a three choir patterns, one played octaves of the root notes, one played the piano chords and the third played the same chords but the octave above. Then we decided to meet up again over the easter and Matthew came up with the idea of adding Winston Churchill speech at the start and end. The first speech was for the blitz and the other was for the post blitz. He decided to split it into two at the beginning and the end. As for me i song, mumble the melody of the piano while playing so we that can pinpoint where we can insert the sound so they can be in sync with the speech, airplane, marching solider & including the bombing. 
https://musicalideass.weebly.com
Blog post 5 – The Design Thinking Process Hindsight

How do I feel about the process and the design thinking? I will first say that it was something new and challenging for me as I am not experienced with creating a music piece from stretch. My greatness strength is being able to use my creative my mind and ideas. That is where I felt strong to be able to give idea to matter for on how we can make the music can sound, and lucky me he understood the idea and like it. 
The process was challenging due to that I had to research about the past before the bombing then relating the research to the music idea we decided to make. I personally like it because it allowed me to get into my zone and think outside the box to how can I get creative my idea so we can solve the problem. 
I wish I could have done more when it came to producing. Looking back now I see where I need, I need to improve myself. And that is expanding my creativity not only mentality but also on the physical. 
I would love to do something like this again in the real world like working for a movie company or a company that require me to do research and produce a piece or even for myself. But before I can even do so I must challenge myself on learning the physical skill which is the art of creation from scratch.
https://thedesignthinkingprocesshindsight.weebly.com 
This echo is about the Blitz
‘’We used a sample from Winston Churchills Finest Hour speech for a few reasons, firstly, the speech was pre Blitz and so fits well chronologically. Secondly the tone of his speech fits well with the music that follows and it feels very motivational and inspirational. We used a military snare and soldiers marching as the percussion. We used a military snare because they’re instantly recognisable and sets the mood for the piece. Then we gradually started introducing new patterns and instruments to amplify the intensity before it all drops out when the Blitz start. We did this to show that the Blitz destroyed British morale.
‘’The second part is from the perspective of someone living through the Blitz. The main piano melody slows down which, paired with the lack of other instruments, gives it a gloomy feel compared to the high energy part prior. It finishes with another Winston Churchill speech, in which he addresses the nation after the Nazis were defeated. We chose this speech for similar reasons, it fit chronologically, and it has an motivational quality to it whilst still coming across dark, paired with the piano it works well as an outro.’’ Written by Matthew. 
As for me I oversaw describe to Matthew how we could use the piano to start in the begging with a calmer atmospheric sound which will make the audience be more Intune with the music. I I throw some idea of adding military walking, he added airplane, while I added booming. The idea wears great and the main reason why we decided to use a mellow atmospheric before it gives a dark sound near the end was so that the listener feel as if he is part of the war and can relive the past. 

https://explore.echoes.xyz/collections/eCNkTpmMgvmcA3Zh 
Description
As I delve deeper into the history of Swansea during World War II, I feel a sense of connection and empathy with the people who lived through this tumultuous period. I am struck by the incredible sacrifices they made for their country and the resilience they displayed in the face of unimaginable challenges.

The war had a profound impact on the city of Swansea, which was a major industrial and port center. As a result, it became a prime target for enemy attacks, particularly during the Blitz of 1941. I can only imagine the terror and devastation that the people of Swansea must have felt during this time.
As I read about the experiences of individuals and families during the war, I am moved by their strength and determination. The accounts of air raid shelters, rationing, and evacuation demonstrate the incredible sacrifices that they made for their country. I feel a deep sense of respect and admiration for the people of Swansea, who refused to give up hope and continued to fight for their community and their country.
This a sound walk created by University of Wales Trinity music students, we’ve created a sound walk tackling a contemporary issue that we feel is important to understand, war. We will take you on a journey through time, starting in a pre-Blitz Swansea at the Blitz memorial besides the River Tawe, moving up to Swansea Castle where you will experience the current political state of the world, and then travel into the future at Saint Mary’s Church in the Heart of the city! What does the future have in store, are we heading towards a third world war, or have we learnt from our mistakes?
The walk itself will take just over 10 minutes. For the optimal listening experience, headphones are recommended.

Our first echo is from the perspective of someone living through the Blitz in Swansea. And our connection to the topic was to gain a deeper understand of the city history during this pivotal period in its history. We wanted to shed light on how it would’ve felt to be in Swansea from the 19th to the 21st of February 1941 by creating our own interpretation of the atmosphere during the bombings themselves and the recovery during the days. 


Past description
This echo is about the Blitz
We used a sample from Winston Churchills Finest Hour speech for a few reasons, firstly, the speech was pre Blitz and so fits well chronologically. Secondly the tone of his speech fits well with the music that follows and it feels very motivational and inspirational. We used a military snare and soldiers marching as the percussion. We used a military snare because they’re instantly recognisable and sets the mood for the piece. Then we gradually started introducing new patterns and instruments to amplify the intensity before it all drops out when the Blitz start. We did this to show that the Blitz destroyed British morale.
The second part is from the perspective of someone living through the Blitz. The main piano melody slows down which, paired with the lack of other instruments, gives it a gloomy feel compared to the high energy part prior. It finishes with another Winston Churchill speech, in which he addresses the nation after the Nazis were defeated. We chose this speech for similar reasons, it fit chronologically, and it has an motivational quality to it whilst still coming across dark, paired with the piano it works well as an outro.

Samples used – Winston Churchills Finest hour Speech, Winston Churchills speech addressing the nation following the defeat of the Nazis
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My connection to the topic of Swansea during World War Il is to gain a deeper understanding

of the city's history during this pivotal period. By researching andwriting about Swansea's
involvement in the war, I hope to shed light on the experiences of the people who lived
through this time and honour their sacrifices. My blog will provide a platform for sharing the
stories and lessons of Swansea's wartime history, ensuring that they are remembered and
appreciated for generations to come. It will also ensure to talk about how me and my fellow
friend in University work in a group to innovate ideas on creating musical sound app that let
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