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	There are a number of challenges and opportunities throughout the school’s community, there are opportunities for children’s learning to be developed and widened, and an opportunity for parents and carers to meet others and become more engaged with their children’s learning. Opportunities are very important for children in the foundation phase as this is their time of holistic development to prepare them for everything for their future. Opportunities allow children to develop further to find their strengths and weaknesses as well as possible hobbies. Children have the opportunity to try new things and learn how to express themselves differently, these opportunities can allow children to develop their well-being and understand things about the world which will give them ambitions and goals within their lives. 

There are also many challenges throughout the foundation phase for all children, teachers, parents, and carers, they must support the children whilst the children are trying to develop and learn new things about themselves like their reactions to certain scenarios. In the foundation phase many children suffer with separation anxiety and may not want to go to school but it is the teacher’s role and responsibility to promote school and make it fun for the children so that they are able to develop themselves in different areas whether this be through comfort areas within the classroom, trips, topic days or even evolvement throughout parent visit days. 

The school understand the worries and concerns that many parents have when their children are starting school for the first time and the school want parents to trust them and work together for the children, their learning, and their development. When children start school there is a welcome programme held throughout the summer holidays before the new academic year where the nursery teachers are able to visits the children whether it be at home or in a different nursery or even just a daily play group, they take the time to visit and meet the child personally and to build a relationship with them, the teachers will then be showing the parents how much they care and understand the situation that they are in. There are also stay and play sessions hosted in the nursery classroom during the summer holidays before the academic year, it is hosted for children and parents to visit so that the  children are able to become comfortable within the environment of a classroom with other children and begin their social skills, where it also gives an opportunity for parents to see their children comfortable in the environment of a learning classroom and a chance to discuss any concerns that they may have with the classroom teacher.  

The school find a lot of importance with communication with parents and ensuring that all parents are up to date with ongoing things within the school. There are a number of different ways that the school choose to communicate information to parents, using the school gateway app or google classroom is a source of communication where parents can find lots of useful information regarding any homework or news throughout the school, termly newsletters which keep parents up to date each term in regards to different things like PE days and topic event days within that term, information evenings and parent guides are also widely available for parents and carers to find useful information and the school website and social media pages are useful where lots of information is posted daily and pupil achievements are posted and promoted for all parents and carers to view. 

The school organise several events throughout the year for children to present their work and teach parents and carers about the current classroom topic, the parents are given the opportunity to go into the school and ask the children questions and understand all about what their children are learning at that time. This influences both teaching and learning throughout the classroom as all the children want to learn what is new so that they are able to teach the parents about it when they come in on these special topic days. It gives children the opportunity to think about how they would like to teach the topic to the parents on the event day and as a collective. Using their different skills, they are able to think of a number of ideas to share and organise an event with their peers. Whilst they teach the parents and answer question on these topic days, they may not even realise that they are still learning at that time. Another opportunity that is associated with these events is the parents, they are able to come into school and support the children and become more engaged with their children’s learning. Tray and display sessions are another event where parents can visit the classroom and engage with their children’s learning by going into the school and taking the time to view their children’s work and have a conversation about their child’s progress with the classroom teacher. Tray and display also promotes learning for the children as they want their books and work to be presentable for their parents to view. 

Throughout the community there are a number of after school clubs for children, these include rainbows groups, brownies groups, dance, scouts and even fun days and after school clubs and these are all hosted within the school hall which gives the school an opportunity to promote after school clubs and further learning and development. The school are able to work widely with these groups and organise events like dance shows for other members of the community and parents and carers to watch. These groups give children the chance to learn new things outside of school where they can express themselves further. There is lots of further learning throughout rainbows, brownies and scout groups where children will also have the chance to develop social and physical skills where they also have opportunities to attend a number of trips like camping with the scout group in the summer. 

The PTFA (Parent, Teacher, and Friend Association) is an excellent opportunity for all parents and carers where they are able to plan different events for the school and are able to create opportunities for their children whilst they meet new people. The PTFA benefits children as certain events promote education, and it shows that parents and carers are invested in the children’s learning, and they are able to understand more about their education. It will be made fun through events, trips, discos and even toast at break time all organised by the PTFA. The PTFA also hold fund raisers for the school to benefit the children which also helps the school as a whole as there are many things they may not have before been able to fund. All the events that the PTFA host build the school community further and aim to help children, parents, and teachers with their social communication skills, the PTFA help to enhance the communication between both parents and the school. The PTFA ensures parents have a voice throughout the school and their children’s learning which promotes learning for children as they can see the interest of the school within their parents and carers.

The school work with a number of different charities, this provides the school with opportunities to organise fund raisers with the PTFA and promotes children to learn new things and get involved throughout the events and learn to take interest throughout different organisations. Working with charities are important for children as it develops a sense of citizenship and gives them the opportunity to raise money and test their individual engagement and participation where they are able to do something for someone else to benefit someone else’s life. The school works with 2 charitable organisations in particular, the foodbank and Velindre. 

Forest schools are an opportunity for the community and the children, the forest within the community is used for the children to visit throughout the school day once or twice a week. They are given the opportunity to express their creative mind in a new outdoor environment where they can learn about the nature around them, and it allows them to be messy throughout. Forest schools have a positive influence on learning about the world around us for children, they are able to go outdoors and explore the different trees and the mud. The forest sessions inspire creative minds and thinking but also prevent anxiety as some children seem stressed within the classroom it may be due to the fact that they always see the same four walls within the classroom, when they visit the forest, it is a new adventures and free environment for them to explore in and learn about whilst they extend their vocabulary on the new things that they find. They are able to carry sticks and build waterproof dens to suit the climate that we live in. Those children who are more adventurous are given the opportunity to express themselves by climbing trees, cutting wood, playing in mud or even rolling down a hill, they are able to experience new things that they wouldn’t be able to experience within the classroom. 

Well-being is important throughout the school and forest schools have a wide benefit throughout this for many children as many of them find it difficult to learn new things and express themselves fully when they are indoors, but forest schools aim to give opportunities to those children to develop new skills and learn about the world they live in. Well-being is a big target for many of the afterschool community groups that use the school hall, with the brownie and scout groups there is an opportunity for children to express themselves in a different environment and way to the classroom and an opportunity for them to develop new social skills and a different way for them to communicate their feelings. ELSA is another well-being opportunity within the school for children who may find the classroom overwhelming, working with another member of staff one to one to develop their literature skills and a different place where they can find support to communicate about anything that they need is very beneficial for some children. 

Overall, the school uses many different methods to work with parents and the community to support learning and development through different opportunities. I believe that the school is a very beneficial place for these children as they are given endless opportunities to express themselves and learn more things daily, parents and carers have the opportunities to engage with their children’s learning and ensure they have everything that they need to be expressive. This has influenced me and shown me that as long as children have the opportunities that they deserve, they can be their best and teachers have a large impact on a child’s well-being, learning, understanding, thinking, development and feelings. When I visit schools, I will aim to encourage children to try new things, take any opportunity that they are offered and to learn more about themselves and what they like to do in the school environment and beyond the school gates. 
		Page | 1
