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This essay will explore into the gun movement in America, where it all began, the history of the movement and the different laws and policies in place for people who own or buy guns. It will look in to cultural attitudes, social change, how is society becoming more connected, and will link theories to globalisation, communication, ecological and societal models. The seventeen sustainable goals to transform our world will also be explored and linked into. A movement can be classed as many things, when looked up in the English Oxford Dictionary it describes it as a group of people working together to advance their shared political, social, or artistic ideas, it is a change or development. (Dictionaries, 2018).  It is said that the start of development for modern weapons was in 1364 and this was the first recorded use of a firearm, this then ended when automatic handguns were introduced during 1892. From there on these weapons became more and more advanced. There are many arguments which are against the use and sale of guns however there is arguments that they should be allowed to be sold and used by any individual. The Federal Law is a law of all American States, it states that no person under the age of eighteen could be in possession of a handgun or ammunition. However, the Federal Law does not state a minimum age for the possession of a long gun or its ammunition. Those who are licensed gun dealers can not sell a handgun to someone who is under the age of twenty-one, rifles and shotguns can be brought if over eighteen. There are exceptions when buying guns like farming, hunting and target practice. Although some states seem to override these rules, in Vermont it is legal to sell a rifle to someone over the age of sixteen, in Minnesota it is as young as fourteen as long as it is not in the city. (Metro, 2018). 
In 1949 Howard Unruh at 28 years old went on what was described as a ‘Walk of Death’, killing thirteen individuals and wounding three others. The rampage was said to last twenty minutes before the police caught hold of him. He was said to be angry at the world, this mass shooting is said to be the first in U.S. history. The gun he used was a German Luger Po8, which was a 9mm pistol that he had previously brought from a sporting goods shop in Philadelphia for as little as $37.50. He made his way round those that had previously upset him and started his rampage. From this day forward there has been many more mass shootings, in 2015 there was said to be 372 shootings in the United States which killed 475 people and wounded 1,870. In the same year there were 64 school shootings. (News, 2016). First seven weeks of 2018 there was eight separate shooting one of which including a fifteen-year-old student who opened fire in a high school. ‘Congress has refused to tighten restrictions on gun ownership, even after 20 children and six educators were massacred in 2012 in Sandy Hook elementary school in Connecticut’. (Guardian, 2018). Since this shooting guns have become more advanced and easy to get in America. In February parliament came together to discuss the shooter who killed 17 people inside South Florida High School, Adam Winkler who is a law professor at the university of California, Los Angeles, who has previously written about gun regulations joined National Public Radio (NPR) to discuss different suggestions to control access to guns. The question asked to Adam was ‘What laws will come out of all the gun control activism on display by Marjory Stoneman Douglas students?’. Two unknown individuals commented saying ‘we want assault rifles off the market’, ‘we just need age restrictions and higher checks when people are trying to purchase these weapons’. Trump stated that they were working on making the age up to twenty-one instead of eighteen. Although the Federal law stopped those who were under eighteen to twenty-one from buying handguns but not rifles, on the say so that rifles were more traditionally hunting guns. However even implementing these laws does not stop someone who feels the need to kill someone or themselves getting a gun. They continue to talk about background checks on those who wish to buy a gun, however have found many holes in that system, which have allowed those with previously violent gun history the chance to buy yet another gun. Winklers opinion on reducing gun crime was to do more universal background checks on individuals and make it harder for a criminal or an individual who is mentally ill to buy a gun. (Radio, 2018).  However how can you predict the future and know that an individual is not going to become mentally unstable down the line, they be well and good at the time of the purchase but what happens after that is unknown.
 Donald Trump’s views has changed over the years about gun control. Around the 2000’s he showed support for a ban on ‘assault weapons’. ‘‘I generally oppose gun control, but I support the ban on assault weapons and I support a slightly longer waiting period to purchase a gun.’’ He stated this in his 2000 book called The America We Deserve. He even praised Barack Obama’s call in 2012 for more firearm regulations after the shooting that happened in Newtown, Connecticut. By 2015 Trump seemed to support the use of guns and admitted that he carried handguns ‘a lot, he also stated that he thought ‘gun-free zones in places like schools, churches and military bases were a catastrophe and made for target practice for sickos’. He also feels that the answer to stop mass shooting is to arm more citizens with firearms, he went on to say he believes that the death toll in Paris and San Bernardino attacks would be considerably lower if the bullets went ‘both ways’. In May 2016 Trump secured the authorisation of National Rifle Association. However, after the Orlando nightclub shooting he spoke about limiting the gun purchase for national security purposes. (BBC, 2017).
 Many may ask why America can not just put a halt on this widespread of deadly gun violence. It is said that those campaigners for gun control are baffled why after so many horrific gun violence, that politicians still do not seem bothered about acting on gun control, even though Americas public supports gun control. Many researches and campaigners have found that most Americans support that there should be a background check on all purchases of guns, that there should be a waiting period to purchase a gun and many support the ban of assault weapons. Kristen Brown who is co-president of Brady Campaign which is to prevent gun violence stated ‘the trouble is, we have a stalemate in congress. Too many lawmakers get their funding from the National Rifle Association and they block changed that would help stop this. Instead, they tweet about praying for the families’. It is said that gun sales rise just after a mass shooting, this is because people fear the hassle of the new guidelines. The NRA disagreed and said that it was a breach on the second amendment rights. (Independent, 2018). Many individual’s opinions are that mass shootings only seem to happen in America and put it down to their inaction and feel as if a mass shooting must happen for the talk of gun laws and gun control to be spoken about, but nothing ever seems to be done. America seems to be well known for its gun culture, it is part of American life. It is known that the United States has the highest number of guns which are privately owned in the world. ‘Estimated in 2007, the number of civilian-owned firearms in the US was 88.8 guns per 100 people, meaning that there was nearly one privately owned gun per American’. This is mind blowing to think that this many people own guns. The more guns that are being made and sold will unfortunately mean more deaths. Research that has been gathered clearly shows that the more guns being brought and owned the higher the death rate. However, many individuals feel as though the more people to have guns the less likely there is to be a mass shooting, even though research proves this wrong, many incidents with guns involved may have been a success for defending themselves and others but it most often causes more violence. Some individuals put gun violence down to those who are mentally ill, Michael Stone who is a psychiatrist at Columbia University undertook research of mass shooting and said in 2015 that only fifty-two of the two hundred and thirty-five killers were mentally ill. Research was undertaken and found that those that are in the situation of an active shooter cannot stop the shooter and end up getting them selves killed. To deal with the rising gun issue to make it harder to get guns and will lower the number of guns in America. (Vox, 2018). 
 It is said that Switzerland is very similar to the United States, in the way that they have near enough the same number of guns being stored in people’s houses. Although they are similar in that way they are not similar when it comes down to mass shootings, their last mass shooting was in 2001. The reason being for Switzerland to have guns in their household’s is that men between 18 and 34 in the military army and are obliged to do civil service. When they do this, they receive a semiautomatic gun, which they then can store at their home. They are also very active with recreational shooting, they often shoot as a sport, it is said that it is organized very well. Switzerland are stick who enter the military and if shown to be mentally unstable will not let you continue, therefore those that are in the military can keep their guns at home as they are mentally stable. There was a case where one army base had a problem of the soldiers killing themselves with the guns, it later became a rule that they guns were to stay at base and not kept at home this then lowered the suicide rate. America has a different outlook on guns they feel they need them to be safe whereas other countries it would not cross their mind to defend themselves constantly with a gun. Mass shooting are not the only thing that guns are involved with it can be defending yourself from robbers and burglars. (Radio, 2017). Many believe that with stronger and stricter gun laws many lives could be saved. 
 The United States of America have many ideologies on gun control. The first ideology is that they do not see another way around preventing violent crimes without giving the criminals a taste of their own medicine. Even though they know that the gun control is weak they still support it, they consider the criminals to be ‘innocent victims of society’. Another ideology is that the governments action is the best way to go about any problem. Some may feel that unemployment, low income and inequality would leave people feeling angry and to try and solve this let the government have stronger control over the economy. There is an ideology that if America took the guns out of people’s hands who are known criminals, mentally ill or those who are not responsible to hand or own a gun and then tighten rules on buying and sharing guns could stop gun violence. This could be possible if this plan if America works with people who are very much in to their guns and know what they are talking about, the general public’s opinion will help too. As previously mentioned just because someone owns a gun does not mean they are going to use it for violence they may enjoy it as a sport, just like car enthusiasts collect their cars not just to drag race them and drive them all the time but simply because its fun they enjoy it and collect them. (Quora, 2016). A lot of individuals cannot understand how after all these shootings nothing has changed with some people’s opinions on gun control. A paper that was published called ‘social science quarterly’ feels as gun regulation is hard to get a hold of is because of people’s different opinions on it. Those who own guns and use them for hobbies and collectables would argue that not all guns are used for violence and can be used in different situations, rather than those who do not own guns would argue that mass shootings happen because of the easy availability of the guns. Some will say that it is not the easy availability of guns and is more the way the child has been brought up, or the influences on social media. The same questions are asked repeatedly; if the availability of guns is decreased will this stop people buying them? Is the media almost promoting them? If someone owns a gun are they less likely to shoot it at anyone? (Radio, 2017). Much research is now going it to whether the media plays a big part in almost promoting gun violence or gun use. In the National Opinion Survey of Crime and Justice they said that ‘logistics regression results indicate that regular viewers of crime shoes are more likely to oppose gun control and believe that firearms prevent crime’. (Dowler, 2002). In 2013 President Obamas decision on gun violence was to direct the CDC to investigate the causes and how gun violence can be prevented. Since this order the federal government broadcasted a variety of different funding chances for the research on gun violence to happen. 
 There have been many cases of those who have previously been convicted with crimes to do with violence and gun violence but still have been able to buy guns and weapons. There was a case in November 2017, where a man shot 26 people in a Texas church, after the shooting it emerged that this same man had previously been convicted of domestic violence and that should have stopped this individual buying the gun in the first place. This also should have flagged up in his personal background check, which questions whether they are being done correctly. ‘Every 16 hours, an American woman is fatally shot by her partner and 53% of all murdered women were killed by intimate partners or family’. Now anyone who is previously convicted or convicted will have all fire arms confiscated, whether this be for domestic violence, restraining orders and violence towards family. (HAWC, 2017). ‘Guns don’t kill people. People with guns kill people’. There was a case were five police officers were killed due to being shot at however they were armed, this argues the point that if citizens carried guns it would prevent people shooting. Those that are behind the trigger may not have a criminal record or shown any signs of being unstable enough to have possession of a gun at the time of buying one. Even if guns were band there still would be many people still unstable, however they would not have the option of a gun, they will not have the opportunity to cause mass harm. The uncertainty is what is scaring people, they are all wondering what is next. (Blog, 2016). For years the National Rifle Association has said that guns make Americans safer when they carry guns, however 40 years of data has shown that this is not entirely true. It is suggested that the theory of more guns means a decrease in crime this is one of the most broadcasted in the gun rights movement. (Gorman, 2017). 
 Gun violence is common thing in America as guns are related to their culture, but many people question what the world would be like without them. The division for Social Policy and Development Disability also question this. They have set out 17 sustainable development goals to be achieved by 2030, they plan on not leaving anyone behind. There seventeen goals are; no poverty, zero hunger, good health and well-being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation and infrastructure, reduced inequality, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace and justice strong institutions and partnerships to achieve the goal. One goal that seems to stand out is ‘Goal 16: promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels’. The aim of this goal is to reduce abuse, any form of violence and lower death rates. This goal would be beneficial for America to achieve as well as other countries.   (Disability, n.d.)
To conclude this movement, it is evident that there is still a strong debate on whether guns should be banned or not in America as well as other states. The main problem is who should own guns and who should not, many argue those that are mentally unstable should not be able to own guns but those who use guns as part of a hobby or are professionals should. Others say no one should have guns and many will argue that and say if more people had guns the less likely they are to be used, this theory could put the world in danger by testing it. This shows there is still a massive debate on what should happen with gun control. A strong argument with gun control is background checks on the individuals that wish to buy a gun. However, when they purchase the gun they might be mentally stable, no one can predict what will happen in that individual’s life as time goes by, how can the people doing these background checks predict that the individual buying the gun will stay stable throughout their life. It is important for all members of the public to feel safe in their own home town rather than worrying about who has guns, who is mentally stable and who is not. America is slowly coming together to form some sort of agreement on either gun control or banning them completely. They need to work as one and not apart, trumps opinion has slightly changed from his first opinion on gun control, he does not seem to be in a major rush to impose a plan. Previously discussed for gun control or anything to be done a tragedy that involves a gun must happen first, this is worrying. There are many campaigns being run, The Live Free Campaign and the Community Justice Reform Coalition.  These campaigns aim to make the neighbourhood a safer place by confront gun violence and police shootings. It also promotes how to know if someone is unstable to be able to be behind the trigger or for anything in that case and how to stop them it tells you the signs and what to do. However, for all these goals to be achieved in America, Donald Trump needs to change his attitude from banning guns from ‘NO WAY’ to ‘YES WAY’. He recently stated that however much democrats want to see guns being band it was a no way from him. There are many positives and negatives with gun control, in the UK guns are very rear apart from farmers and police men who may need them, and no one seems to even want a gun. No one in the UK fears gun violence because it is unheard of, where America it is, they are known for their guns. If gun control works in the UK, then what is stopping it working in America?
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