Early years curricula


Assignment 

1 critically analyse the implantation of play-based early years curricula referring to evaluate research evidence and reports.

According to the foundation phase for Wales (2014) that early year’s curriculum is critically vital for all children’s, development the Welsh government has highly recommended that all experts involved in children’s, learning are to monitor, implement the key groups, into the foundation phase such as Welsh, play-based learning and, English learning bringing these into schools and all childcare settings have got to have knowledgeable advice to  backup support to have this implemented. 

As we start looking at other childcare settings in other, countries as how they are implementing their own foundation phase into their childcare settings, we start to compare how they support all children, and how all practitioners, and head of childcare settings support all children and families how they support and implement play-based learning.

Foundation Phase for Wales was set up back in (2010) according to OECD (2017) it was initially for children aged between 11 months to year 6 children to help stimulate and support children from flying start to primary school Foundation phase for Wales was set up back in (2010) according to OECD, (2017) it was initially for children aged between 11 months, to year 6 children to help stimulate and support children from flying start to primary school. 

The reason behind why the early years curriculum was implemented give children the best start according to COFE primary school (2020) the EYFS and the EYC is a huge part of any child’s life this will progress them. Through their future determine what they do in later life
The reasons behind why the early years curriculum was implemented, the curriculum was implemented to give children the best start according to COFE primary school, (2020) the EYFS and the EYC is a huge part of any child’s life, this will progress them through their future determine what they do in later life.




What is the reason why schools and childcare settings use the curriculum for to implement?
The standards for children’s learning and development according to gov.uk foundation phase for Wales, curriculum is established from birth to 5 years for these areas of learning, communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, understanding the world, expressive arts and design.

The early year’s curriculum for children According to SENEDD, the foundation phase for Wales was established in 2006 however the new foundation phase for Wales, was rolled out to comprehensive schools in September (2022).


Having looked at different websites early curricula does benefit children Yes after doing research on the SENEDD and the government websites, I have found that the foundation phase is vital part of all children’s educational lives, as the foundation phase cares for all aspects of their learning areas.

The age limit used to be for children from birth to children in year 6, now after doing research After looking on the SENEDD website and government website, that the original foundation phase was for children from flying Start to children in year 6 primary school however, the new foundation phase that was rolled out in September (2022) is from flying start age to children in years 11 of comprehensive school. 

After the new curricula was introduced and to replace old one schools and childcare settings wanted feedback from parents and guardians, with my experience in these settings that parents and guardians find the foundation phase is not as informative, as the previous one they do not have as much say in this one compared to the first one. After looking on the SENEDD website looking at their feedback they had about the foundation phase, it is completely different to what you see in the schools and nurseries.

After the feedback from practitioners and parents guardians Welsh government wanted to feedback to see if they would welcome future changes Schools and nurseries, do say they will happily welcome this roll out in the future however, with a few changes such as allowing parents and guardians to have more of a say in their children’s education allowing more, meetings surrounding schools what happens in schools for example bullying trips and other educational concerns. 

Part of the early years setting all practitioners anyone working in childcare settings, would have to evaluate how they would keep track of all children’s development through different methods, Early year’s curriculum is where teachers and practitioners can plan children’s educational work, around their ages, abilities, and disabilities being allowed to keep track of children progress by doing monthly or weekly one to one’s with each child to see where they are and where they need to be keep parents and guardians updated with what is happening on a day to day basis not just at parents meetings.

After I looked at different websites relating to early year’s curriculum I wanted to add my experience, to what I have seen and how I’ve been able to match it up with what Welsh government has said, With the information I have found on the government website and SENEDD website with my experience from the schools and nurseries I have been in I have compared all information and found that the government are not looking deeper into childcare settings as some information they hold is not always update to day with schools and what they do to support children, parents and guardians on a daily basis. 

I have also found that government, does not send any daily paperwork to schools or nurseries to keep update with the daily running of the childcare settings, these can be from finances, children equipment, the upkeep of the schools and making sure that all training for teaching assistants, teachers deputy head and headteacher are kept up to Date they are receiving the right support they need for their job positions.


Play based learning is all about children learning through play exploring through play and how practitioners and all practitioners, in early years settings can progress children development through play-based learning, according to pedagogy (2023) play based learning is about letting children, explore and learn through play giving all children have best environment to see how they develop through play. 

This is also best way to see how children interact with children pedagogy says play-based learning lets children be flexible, in the environment solving problems allowing children to be independent giving them the best motivation to learn. 

Reggio Emilia (2011) has said that different professionals all have similar ways of what play based learning, is all about children exploring their development through play as Reggio Emilia is not set, on the curriculum she believes that all children have the right to learn through play should be recognised. Reggio Emilia (2011) has said that’s when certain training methods have not been added into the curricula this does affect children’s learning this can impact the practitioners ability to teach all children not knowing how certain activities can be carried out with including all children with all activities this can affect children’s learning, development and well-being feeling left out, however this is why having the foundation phase for Wales curriculum introduced to work with every single child and include their abilities and disabilities this makes it easier for practitioners in all childcare settings to be able to teach all children use their knowledge, experience, training to provide this teaching ability.

 this is not just for the childcare setting or to show the Welsh government or the SENEDD that they are able to perform the foundation phase for Wales has provided it also shows to all parents, carers and guardians that they are putting everything they have taught and learned on their training that their children’s education and learning will never be affect also children’s well-being and mental health will be recognised by everyone.

 for example by welcoming in authorised nurses and doctors from the NHS into the schools for them have this support in place if children feel they are not able to communicate how they are feeling school settings will have trained professionals coming in having one to one conversations with each child how school life and personal life is going on this will help all practitioners and head teachers know how to help and support all children and parents how they can approach these concerns address they will overcome these concerns give children best school experience they can have. 


The need for professional training 
According to the government website (2023) in all childcare settings is essential after looking on SENEDD and other relevant websites, I have seen that all practitioners in these settings should be going through all required essential training, to improve their knowledge and understanding regarding children’s learning and development this includes practitioners, teachers, teaching assistants, deputy heads and headteachers. 

The SENSEDD (2023) has stated that having these training days for all practitioners and everyone working in the childcare settings is very great for them to gain more experience in their job and position however this training will have to be implemented in the settings and that all setting workers do have their understanding knowledge of that they have gained in their training and they can impose this experience in the classroom setting to better children’s learning and education. 

This is not just for children education this will also be their mental health and their well-being as these are just as important as their learning and education this also supports parents. Carers and guardians having this teacher and parent relationship will strengthen children’s learning and ability allows parents to put their faith and happiness in practitioners and school settings.


What does practitioners know? 
Practitioners know that the foundation phase is a vital part of children’s learning and development foundation phase for Wales (2015) stimulates their growth, in education and leads the way for a brighter future for them. Practitioners also know that the Foundation phase for Wales (2015) is vital part all children’s learning and development it stems the way for children’s future as all childcare settings have said the new roll out of the foundation phase that has been implemented into secondary schools this allows all schools to keep up with the progress of all children’s development through the progress tracker meaning anything that could affect children’s development heading into secondary school will be noticed on the trackers will be highlighted for next practitioners to stimulates their development to continue to support children and their learning development through their transition change making their learning lot easier especially in secondary school when it comes to GCSE’S, sitting exams ready for children leaving school heading to college, university to further their what they had chosen In their GCSE’S giving them the best start in life. 


2 considering the concepts of the ‘unique child’ critically evaluate methods of assessment progress tracking and stage or age-related development models within play-based curricula. 

Evaluate

According to UNCRC (2016) ‘unique child’ is about making sure all children is included no matter what, allowing children to have a voice in what they believe in for example how they would like to learn. The UNCRC (2016) is about accepting each child no matter who they are, their ethnic background or their race. The government had worked with UNCRC (2016) to make sure all children from flying start to age of 16 that they are included in everything, and their education and learning is met. The UNCRC (2016) has also said that analysing how all practitioner’s carefully plan their day to day activities or weekly plan activities this also consists of doing risk assessments and assessments of the classroom the is due to making sure that all areas of outdoors and indoors is risk free and that every area of the environments that the activities will take place is hazard free and that no children or practitioners come to any danger while these activities are being carried out this allows children to have the best learning and education experience they can have. 


Look at the different approaches:
Looking at the foundation phase and city& guild (2013) have very similar approaches to the childcare settings all authorities have very much same, approach in Wales they do not exclude any children from wanting to learn and become who are they are and what they want to be. The foundation phase for Wales (2015) and City and guild (2013) have always worked together to maintain all children’s learning and education in a safe environment at the same time looking at how they can explore different ways for children to learn taking into consideration their abilities and disabilities always making sure that every environment is accessible for every child allow them to explore and learn how they want to learn.


How does it support ‘unique child’?
According to children in Wales (2023) the foundation phase for ‘unique child’ fundamentally supports, all children from all ages in school regardless of their abilities and disabilities. Children in Wales (2023) say all children grow fast at different paces having progress tracker, for their physical development and emotional development this will not just benefit parents but also all practitioners as they will be able, to track every child’s learning and education development and pick-up on anything that is witnessed day to day working.

Research culture:

According to pacey Welsh government (2022) celebrating all diverse cultures in all childcare settings not only brings all children and families together, also allows everyone to experience these ways. Pacey (2022) says giving children this freedom to see different cultures this also gives children the chance to learn about values, communities around them and explore many different languages. This is also great opportunity for children to explore different communities for example taking children on trips to see how all different cultural live and celebrate their nationality and how they live, Pacey (2022) has also said that allowing children to learn about their friends and class friends cultural is great way for all children to grow up learning about these regions and who they are. Pacey (2022) has said all childcare settings, celebrating these different cultural not only brings children and parents together allows them to build strong relationships and friendships they get to see how everyone celebrates and lives meaning food tasting, school activities within the school grounds this could be face painting, different patterns on the hands if children and parents are not allergic to many of them, could be history lesson on the background of their culture, guest speakers, making foods, sports day, all these activities, trips and activity building exercising for all children and parents is about being a diverse community and supporting each other regardless where you have come from and who you are it is also about giving all children the same educational learning and the same teaching experiences not excluding anyone out because who they are.

Research what exam board does for each child how to change or support:
Welsh government exam board in Wales (2016) says when every child reaches year 11 it can be daunting experience, waiting for exam results especially when your whole career depends on these grades, however Welsh government (2016) takes every child’s learning and education into consideration meaning they look at every piece of work look at schools recommendations into why certain children may need higher or lower grades how they can support every child’s exam results to best of their abilities with the information they have received. Welsh Government exam board for Wales (2016) have also said that some children may need to resist their GCSE this could be down to lack of support they may have received either in school or In their personal live for example if children have been placed into care or having to be a carer for any family member this can have vital impact on their education and learning as this can hold children back from wanting to graduate from school at the same time this can also be down to home schooling where some children can find their education and learning can be held back due to being taught at home. 

Children being taught at home can take longer for their work to be assessed by the examination board due to being taught at home these are not done through the appropriate way that schools do the GCSE as they do have a tutor coming to their home exam board for Wales (2016) will have a specialist coming to their home to examine then for the GCSE unfortunately these can take longer to process as previously stated as they not processed at the same time as the schools, some children will not have same experience as other children being in school this is due to home school they are only based at home they would not get to have one to one experience with their class friends doing class experiments joining in class discussions, have one to one support from their class teachers through the day or week.



Class size staff ratio: 

Welsh government (2015) says since 1998 the size of class rooms have always been big and the number of staff, of childcare settings have always been right number for each classroom, however Welsh government (2015) has said since coronavirus 2019 has hit has been deduction in the classroom sizes meaning smaller class rooms, and has been fall in the number of staff in childcare settings meaning childcare settings sometimes struggle to get the staff they need having to rely on agency staff to make up the numbers for their own staff members.


According to the Welsh Government (2015) has said that most primary schools will try and merge lot of reception and nursery due to lack of staffing ratio within the school setting, Foundation phase for Wales (2015) has said that larger groups are going less and less due to coronavirus to decrease the spread of the virus this has had impact on children’s learning and education meaning once children and staff did return the foundation phase for Wales (2015) said that class sizes was reduced down meaning classes was separated to tackle the spread protection was put place such as masks, 2 meter distance, play. Times and dinner times was changed to only allowing the single years to have their play time dinner times alone no one can spread the virus.



Section 3

Both of the foundation phases 

When the foundation phase for Wales was first brought in which was( 2010) this was only for children from age of birth (flying start) to year 6 children (which is 10 years old) once children in primary school settings, have left the foundation phase does not apply to the children anymore however the Welsh government did not see that children going into secondary schools should get the same benefits of educational learning as primary school children this is wrong way to see children’s educational development. 

Since the new foundation phase in Wales roll out, that took place in September (2022) there has been lot of changes to all childcare settings for example new foundation phase is now rolled out to secondary schools meaning older children now, supported by the new foundation phase for Wales is there some improvements in the foundation phase however the new roll out does not always give parents, carers and guardians the input they want in their child’s/children’s education meaning if any concerns happen, in the school practitioners are not always raising them with their parents, carers and guardians children delivering this news of what happens to them in school once they are home.

This is vital let down for the Welsh government and the SENEDD as the relationship between practitioners and parents should still be paramount priority in all childcare settings no matter of any new roll out in the school settings.

There is significant improvement to the foundation phase for Wales giving all children the ability to learn in an environment they are happy, with being diverse school of all different cultures with all children not leaving any children out regardless of their abilities and disabilities allowing children to express who they are and what they want to be giving children a voice as well. 

I have also found that the new Foundation Phase for Wales (2015) has got some good ways of showing community support as well-meaning all children will get the chance to be involved in all different cultural experiences this could be from food tastings, trip to different communities, seeing how other people live, getting involved in diverse way this could be celebrating not just saint David’s day but others children ethnic background this is also positive way for children to learn respect, and how to treat everyone fairly this will give parents, carers and guardian’s the chance to get involved and build new relationships 

As the Foundation phase for Wales (2015) has been explained how extremely important it is for children in flying start, primary school and secondary schools a lot goes into providing this work and activities to all children and making sure that the foundation phase is providing the right guidance for children it can be implemented into the schools and it is not showing that children being excluded from any activities that is introduced In these childcare settings, any themed activities that are planned in the classroom that has to be including all children making all these activities child friendly meaning all practitioners carefully sitting down and preparing how they will introduce the activities to the classroom or outdoor activities to the children blending in children’s abilities and disabilities making everything accessible for them.

This will allows all children to enjoy doing the activities anything that has been made being able to take them home showing their parents what they have made in class. This also allows practitioners to show off children’s work at parents evening giving them inside look how their children are progressing letting parents know if they might be slightly held back and why or if they are meeting all their targets they could be placed into a higher class due to how they are growing in their class and their year group at the same time letting parents know that this will not affect their children’s development or learning by placing in a higher class their development will be tracked each day if they can see their child or children struggling have a look best decision either bring them down slightly medium class or look at the work they are doing.
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