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The significance of practitioners valuing the expression and rights of children, that emigrate with their familiesThe content of this paper aims to provide Early Years practitioners with beneficial and supportive information, to be able to assist children that move with their families from one country to another. This paper will discuss National requirements and developments created within Wales, making links to The United Nations on the Rights of the Child.
The United Nations on the Rights of the Child law, was implemented in the UK, with the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, by the Welsh Government, making Wales the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law (Welsh Government, 2015). The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles on the rights of the child, including what they need to grow up happily, healthily and safely (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).




Article 3: All organisations working with children and young people in Early Years should do what is best by each child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales,2016).
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) requires all practitioners working within early years settings to follow their duty of care, to support children with English as an additional language, by providing opportunities to develop their language skills positively through play and learning. Practitioners must define weather there is cause for concern about the child’s language delay by discovering the child’s skills and abilities in the home language with parent’s support, to be able to plan and implement appropriate and engaging activities within the setting.
City of York (No Date) reiterates the importance of childcare practitioners being kept up to date with the latest requirements and local developments that could affect their practice within Early Childhood. The Children Act 1989 being followed within the childcare setting by practitioners, will ensure all the developmental needs and the welfare of all children are met. 
Early years practitioners should develop positive partnerships with families. This is important within the setting, for the practitioner to receive daily feedback on the child, share information with the child’s parents and share concerns or advice regarding the child, which could help the child to settle within their new learning environment (EarlyYearsCareers, 2016).
All practitioners supporting Children with English as an additional language must create effective relationships with multi agencies and organisations to ensure the needs of the child are met, keeping the child’s best interests as a primary consideration which will promote a positive welfare for the child. Multi agencies and organisations could include Partnerships with a School Nurse, Health Visitor, Child’s Parents, Medical Worker, Speech & Language Therapist, Team Around the Family, Support Worker, Educational Phycologist, English as an Additional Language Teacher, Social Worker (Cheminais, 2013).
Effective communication can be promoted within early years settings, by practitioners following The Every Child Matters Policy that was launched in 2003 under the new Labour Government. All professionals and organisations working to support the child within the early years setting should share and communicate information accordingly, which will encourage the needs of the child to be met in helping them gain the most from their life. The Every child matters policy acknowledges that children’s learning and well-being go together, and children need to feel safe, healthy and happy within their learning environment for all areas of development to be progressed (Engage in Learning, 2019).
During the transition of children settling into a new learning environment, the needs of the child should be a primary focus, with practitioners putting supportive strategies in place to meet the needs of the child. As an example, a child that is experiencing social and communication difficulties may benefit from being part of a nurture group, run within the setting. Nurture groups concentrate on progressing the child’s communication and language development, which removes the learning and confidence barriers, improving self-esteem to support the needs of the child. Nurture groups have been a successful strategy used in early years settings within the United Kingdom for more than 40 years (Nurtureuk, No Date). 














 











Article 13: Children have the right to access information and the freedom to express their thoughts (Children’s Commissioner for Wales,2016). The law should protect children and young people’s freedom of expression and their rights to seek, receive and impart information and their own ideas, regardless of what format (Child Rights International Network, 2018).
UNICEF (2015) States “Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law”.  
According to Children’s Commissioner Wales (2019), by practitioners following article 13 of the UNCRC, Wales will become a country that recognises children and young people as active citizens. All children have a right to voice their opinion, without feeling that their opinion or expression of thoughts are being discouraged.
Children within the Early Years setting should have access to a range of media for them to be able to express themselves, as well as plenty of opportunities to express their imagination in a purposeful way. Practitioners should value that children develop skills at all different stages and should encourage children to continue learning at their own individual pace. Children can be supported through this by practitioners providing opportunities to practice and progress on their skills within different situations, allowing them to freely express and seek, receive and impart information (The Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
The Reggio Emilia approach is an Early Years philosophy that bases learning on a child’s natural development. The Reggio Emilia approach puts emphasis on allowing children the freedom to express their thoughts and recognizes the child’s point of view whilst encouraging them to trail their own educational path. Most of the learning is based on the interest of the child, which is said to help children succeed long-term, through their sense of natural curiosity. One important principle of the Reggio Emilia approach to be remembered within early years settings by practitioners is; Children should be given opportunities to express themselves and always be encouraged to do so (Rock, 2019).
The Data Protection Act 1998 is in place to respect the rights of the child, regarding article 13 of the UNCRC. The act includes specific Data Protection principles for practitioners to follow when allowing children to seek, receive and impart information (GOV.UK, No Date)
Practitioners should provide a learning environment that is inviting, stimulating and developmental with a variety of toys and activities for children to be able to express their thoughts and ideas within the setting comfortably. This will enable children’s thoughts and opinions to be valued and listened to. 



















Article 14: All Children have a right to follow their own religion and be respected regarding their freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Child Rights International Network, 2018).
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) produced by the Welsh Government, aims to ensure all children are shown respect, are listened to and have their cultural identity and race acknowledged. All practitioners working with children with English as an additional language, should follow the foundation phase curriculum in taking specific action to help children learn both English, Welsh and the home language. This can also be done by the setting/school by providing children and practitioners with appropriate material based on the child’s ability and previous education and experience which will extend their language development. The use of the children’s home language and religion should always be encouraged by practitioners for learning.
According to the Primary National Strategy (2011), practitioners in Early Years should support children with English as an additional language by acknowledging their skills in their home language, which will then give them a further confidence in learning English. This can be done by practitioners providing patience, support, space and time for children, which links to Article 3 of the UNCRC to do what is best by each child. The Primary National Strategy (2011) insinuates children are natural linguists and by practitioners supporting them correctly, this will give children a superior foundation in learning English as an additional language as well as developing holistically.
Devarakonda (2013) emphasises on the importance of diversity and inclusion within Early Childhood. It is essential for Practitioners to remember that not all children and their families share the same values and beliefs, similar to those within the setting and should provide equality and inclusion to all children, based on their religion, freedom of thought and conscience.  All children’s diverse needs should be considered by practitioners, which will provide children with a sense of belonging and inclusion to the setting. This being followed should encourage confident relationships between the practitioner and the children.
The Reggio Emilia approach in learning links to Article 14 of the UNCRC as it puts emphasis on children being encouraged to make their own decisions and encounter child-led activities in the classroom. In allowing this to happen, children from overseas will be respected by practitioners regarding their freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Rock, 2019).
Children Commissioner Scotland (2019) states, parents can help children with their decision on religious beliefs but cannot force their child to adopt a religion or force their child to stop following a religion. 
Practitioners can best support children’s rights to follow their own religion and be respected regarding their freedom of thought, conscience and religion by observing children within the setting. Barber and Smith (2010) explain the importance of practitioners observing children to allow them to plan experiences within the setting that will reflect the child’s needs and interests, contributing towards a powerful learning environment. Observations are a fundamental tool in childcare practice, which provides ample opportunities for practitioners to assess children’s learning to be able to meet their needs. 



















Article 30: Children have the right to use their own language (Holland, 2017).  Children of ethnic minorities and indigenous peoples are entitled to celebrate their own culture, speak their own language and practice their own religion (Children’s Rights Alliance, 2013).
The Bell Foundation (2017) identifies ways in which children can be supported within the setting, in celebrating their own culture, using their own language and practicing their own religion by allowing the child to sing songs, share stories, read books and tell jokes or basic rhymes within their first language. Children that are bilingual could be provided with more opportunities in the future, so it is important for the home language to never be discouraged within the Early Years setting. 
The Equality Act 2010 is in place to legally protect individuals from Race discrimination, including colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins (Legislation.gov.uk, 2010). Practitioners working within early years should revisit setting’s policies and procedures, making links to legislation and the UNCRC to be able to best support children of ethnic minorities within the setting.  
The children’s commissioner for wales released their annual report for 2017/2018 that included a forward plan and achievements met within 2017-2018. The milestones achieved with links to Article 30 of the UNCRC so far for the year are: 554 Children have been assisted through the investigation and Advice service, A new guide for schools was published on how to implement a children’s rights approach that supported thousands of pupils as wells as the teachers in learning about children’s rights and also connections have been conducted with public bodies, such as Welsh ambulances, health boards, National Museums and local authorities to improve on a child’s right approach. It is important for practitioners to bring themselves up to date with the latest facts, statistics and finding to be able to best support children in their care to have their rights respected in celebrating their own culture, speaking their own language and practicing their own religion (The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018).
According to The Primary National Strategy (2011) practitioners in early years settings could consider the following strategies to be able to best support Children with English as an additional language and enable positive impacting practice; receive up to date EAL, Equality and Diversity training, provide children with space and time out from learning English, keep children safe if they do not understand verbal instructions, make sure all names are pronounced correctly and include all families to the participation of their child’s development within the setting. 
The pen green approach to learning also supports Article 30 of the UNCRC as they believe care and education are indivisible and that the early years curriculum offered is developmentally appropriate for children. Education begins at birth and therefore the role parents play as a child’s first educator as well as the commitment to the child’s early education is essential (Pengreen Children’s Centre, 2017). This is important for practitioners to consider when building relationships between children and their family from a different religion. 
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019) reiterate children have a right to their own beliefs, opinions and thoughts and nobody can take those ideas away from them. All children have aright to keep their beliefs to themselves and should never be made to reveal them, which is important for practitioners to remember within the setting 


























Conclusion: To Infer this briefing paper, within each of the articles discussed, there is a sequence evident on the importance of the voice of the child being respected and listened to, regarding their rights. Practitioners must support, grow and develop each individual child by following the UNCRC articles that have been put in place with significant importance. Practitioners should enable this by; planning, observing, assessing and reflecting appropriately and following National Framework and Requirements including The Foundation Phase Framework (2015). Practitioners should also consider Legislation such as; The Data Protection Act 1998, The Equality Act 2010 and The Children’s act 1989. The importance of the UNCRC articles being followed will always be echoed through Early Years settings by doing this.
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