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Reflection on microteach 

As part of my assignment, I was to produce and perform a thirty-minute micro teach lesson, using the teaching techniques and teaching strategies that we had been looking at during our studies. I decided to base my microteach on pantomimes and its origins of commedia dell’arte. For the lesson I combined my own knowledge and research and brought them to life creating a lesson plan. As part of the teaching, I used a PowerPoint presentation, a physical task and a practical task to promote my findings and engage my learners. During my presentation I spoke about, pantomimes in its current day form, Where Pantomimes originated from, stock characters, key factors and themes, and how commedia dell’arte has impacted and evolved pantomime’s today. I used a physical workshop so students could relate to the characters of commedia dell’arte and get a great feel for how stock characters have evolved but yet are still so very similar. To end the session, I used a practical task so the students could engage back to me their finding and knowledge they have gained. 

During the preparation of the microteach I felt very excited and nervous although I felt by doing a lesson on pantomime and its origins, I would be confident and excited to pass my knowledge on to others. I felt it would be a fun lesson that people would enjoy and connect with. As the event was getting closer, I felt myself getting anxious about speaking and worrying that my mind would go blank or I would stumble on my words.  When the day arrived, I felt calm and collected although when the time came to preform my lesson, I was full of stress worried something might go wrong. During the lesson everything seemed to be going well which put me at ease and even more so seeing that the students were engaged in the class.

 It's been about a week since my micro teach, I feel really proud of myself. I have had time to reflect back on myself and have come to the conclusion there's been many aspects I've looked back on that I would like to look at and improve to become a better teacher for my future. I have collected feedback from the students and my lecturer and I can see there are comments that I noticed myself and others that I did not. In the feedback they brought to light that I should add more detail to the introduction, make sure to give students enough time to answer questions and to go into further detail of current day pantomime as there are many that felt it would have helped to recap their memories. There were also some lovely comments made that I would like to keep applying going forward. In the Feedback they stated that I came across more confident when speaking without the PowerPoint, that I made students feel really comfortable during the physical task, they felt I was engaging informative and interactive and that the role playing was a great way to bring the content to life.  I will take the feedback I have received from my peers and lecturer on board and work towards them affectively for my future teaching.

As part of my microteach I wanted to ensure I was using a variation of teaching strategies and approaches to engage students. I am aware each student has a different way of learning and that can impact on what they take away from the lesson or whether they are engaged or not.  Race, (2019) states “Whatever teaching approaches we choose to use, it's worth stopping to think about exactly how students learn so we can help them succeed”.  I also believe that by doing this you also need to take into consideration how well the students have done previously, their knowledge so far and how best to support them going forward to bring them up to par with everyone else. Skinner, (1954) stated “I like nowadays like to think of learning incomes as well as learning outcomes. The more we know about what our students can already do, where they already stand in their learning journeys and their hopes, fears and hang-ups, the better we can help them to learn.” Both statements are really important when it comes to a student's learning and I believe that approaching teaching with both incomes and outcomes in mind can make a big impact on a student's performance in education. This is also stated in the Welsh government professional standards, FE (2017) “Demonstrate commitment to learners, their learning, safety and wellbeing”.  By helping to guid learners in the right path appropriate to them you'll see that students will begin to progress and go on to be a great success. 

In conclusion to what I have learnt in regards to my experience, feedback and research.  I would like to look into better ways of researching my sector for updated information to help me progress in my teachings and also my own studies. I will do this by reading journals, books and discussing findings with others in my sector, I will also make more time for reading in my spare time. I would like to pay more attention to the students and allow them more time to answer questions. I will do this by adding more opportunities for questions and preparing myself to answer those question. I will also be patient and confident in my students to allow them the time to answer questions freely and providing them with a good response to help build their confidence. I would also like to work on my introductions when teaching to ensure I am setting the class up correctly and being more informative as to what the lesson entails. I will do this by giving myself more time to look over the introduction, making sure it's clear what the lesson entails and progress ready for my next micro Teach. Finaly I would like to take into consideration different peoples learning abilities and how they may need a different teaching approach to help them understand and progress. I will do this by paying close attention to how students work best whether it be practical physical or intellectual, I'll be looking at if they work better in group settings, pairs and in on their own. With these findings I will proceed to work around them and help to guide them in the correct way so that they are engaged. Overall, this has been a great learning observation for myself and I will put this into action so that I myself can progress further to becoming a teacher.
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