UWTSD  D.Prof Research Proposal 
Wales and Westminster – the parliamentary debate on devolution 
from the 1880s to the 1990s

‘The first election to the National Assembly for Wales was held on 6 May 1999, exactly a century after the death of Thomas Edward Ellis, the first politician to argue that such an institution should be created’ (John Davies  Hanes Cymru - The History of Wales 1993) 

Background and Context 
This paper outlines of the proposed research for the D Prof Programme on the subject of the parliamentary debate on Welsh devolution from the 1880s to the 1990s. 
During the Second Reading of the Government of Wales Bill in December 1997, many MPs spoke about the ‘historic achievement’ of passing the legislation to create the National Assembly for Wales.[footnoteRef:1] I was one of those MPs.  [1:   Hansard -   3 December 1997 ] 

But where is the history of Welsh devolution recorded? Reflecting now, some twenty-five years later from the perspective of a D Prof researcher, I have reached the conclusion that the history of devolution, from parliamentary prospective, has never been recorded in any coherent academic way. 
There are notable studies on the history of Wales such as KO Morgan’s Rebirth of a Nation Wales 1880-1980[footnoteRef:2] and John Davies’ Hanes Cymru – History of Wales[footnoteRef:3] where devolution is one of many threads. There are the histories of political parties Wales covering the key constitutional landmarks and biographies and memoirs of prominent political figures who played a role in devolution. There is a century of academic contributions about different historical, political and constitutional aspects of the process.  [2:   KO Morgan   Wales 1880-1980  Rebirth of a Nation   Oxford University Press   1982]  [3:   John Davies    Hanes Cymru – the Story of Wales      Penquin 1993
 ] 

There is, however, no coherent study that centres of the issue of devolution and who contributed to debates in parliament.  This, I believe, represents a clear gap in the knowledge of the subject which this research seeks to fil. 
I was first elected to Parliament as Labour MP in the Monmouth by election of 1991 and re-elected in the Labour landslide of 1997. I deeply believed in devolution for Wales but this view was not widely shared in the Monmouth constituency which had recorded the highest No votes in the devolution referenda in 1979 and 1997.[footnoteRef:4] For me it was a fundamental political commitment, and I felt a part of that ‘historic achievement’ with colleagues . [4:   Both referendums were  fought on local authorities boundaries. In 1979 it was the Gwent Council Council area and in 1997 Monmouthshire County Council. ] 

who shared the significance of that event. Some were high profile political, iconic, figures in  Wales such John Morris, Ron Davies and Rhodri Morgan. Others, would not be considered iconic but were part of that devolution debate. Colleagues such as Jon Owen Jones, Gareth Thomas and Julie Morgan hold views of past events and reflections on their own involvement. I trust this research will do justice to their contribution.

Aims and Objectives 
This section draws on the work of Thomas and Hodges on designing and planning social research and their outline of the essential differences between Aims, Objectives, Questions and Hypotheses. They suggest that the terms ‘Objectives’ and ‘Questions’ can be used inter-changeably and give clarity to terms which have troubled many a university lecturer like myself.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Thomas-57/publication/224029399_Chapter_3_from_Designing_and_managing_your_research_project_Core_skills_for_social_and_health_research/links/00b7d520eee9676c77000000/Chapter-3-from-Designing-and-managing-your-research-project-Core-skills-for-social-and-health-research.pdf] 

Aims of this study:  
To present a political and historical account of the debate on Welsh devolution in Parliament from the Home Rule Movement on the 1880s to the legislation establishing the National Assembly in the 1990s.
Objectives/Key Questions
Who were the key parliamentarians who contributed to the debate – the proponents and opponents of devolution – and what influenced and motivated them?  
How did the political, ideological and constitutional context change over the period of this long debate?
What role did governments play in supporting or opposing devolution during this period? 
How do the MPs involved in the devolution debates, from the 1970s to 1990s, whether proponents or opponents, reflect on their experience and on the political and constitutional context of that period?  
Finally, in a research project that relates to professional experience and practice, there are personal objectives which relate to that experience. Costley et al write that in work-based research ‘the project is likely to be a subject that you feel is worthwhile to focus your energies and you will rationalize this in terms of your own ideals, development and hope for the future.’ [footnoteRef:6] [6:  C Costley, G Elliott and P Gibbs    Doing Work Based Research   Sage 2010] 

As MPs, we have ideals and beliefs we share with colleagues and not with others. We are members of a political party but also ‘Members of the House.’ Some devoted much of their lives to supporting devolution others were committed opponents or indifferent. They were all part of the devolution debate and their contributions deserve to recognised in this research. 

Methodology and Methods 
This study adopts a qualitative research methodology defined as:
‘a method of non-numerical information gathering that studies social constructs, past events and cultures. Data is obtained through observation, interviews, documents, case studies and historical objects.’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.scribbr.co.uk/research-methods/introduction-to-qualitative-research/] 

Within the qualitative methodology, this study draws on approaches of phenomenology and ethnography 
‘The discipline of phenomenology may be defined initially as the study of structures of experience, or consciousness. Literally, phenomenology is the study of “phenomena”: appearances of things, or things as they appear in our experience, or the ways we experience things, thus the meanings things have in our experience.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy] 

Oberg and Bell identify three perspectives: empirical, existential and hermeneutic phenomenology. The empirical perspective is most appropriate to this study. 
They state:
‘Empirical phenomenology focusses on the phenomenon itself, accessed through analysis of the descriptions provided by participants of their re-lived experiences of a phenomenon.’ [footnoteRef:9]  [9:  H Oberg, A Bell  Exploring phenomenology for researching lived experience in Technology Enhanced Learning  The Eighth International Conference on Networked Learning, 2-4] 

For this study, recording the re-lived experiences of MPs who contributed to the phenomena of devolution in the 1990s and even further back in the 1970s will  be invaluable.
The four methods to be employed are 
1. Historical and Academic Studies
The principle historical studies and academic studies are outlined in the Review of Indicative Reading. 
2. Parliamentary Record – Hansard 
The parliamentary record, and especially Hansard, will be an essential source for researching the speeches of MPs on the devolution issue. 
‘Hansard is a “substantially verbatim” report of what is said in Parliament. Members’ words are recorded, and then edited to remove repetitions and obvious mistakes, albeit without taking away from the meaning of what is said. Hansard also reports decisions taken during a sitting and records how Members voted to reach those decisions in Divisions.
(https://hansard.parliament.uk/about)
What MPs (and peers) say in the House is ‘on the record’ and can used for political arguments and kept for research purposes. Hansard and the parliamentary record represent a valuable source of material for this research.
3. Semi Structures Interviews
The interviews will form that part of the research that draws on the phenomenological approach. ‘Phenomenology studies conscious experience as experienced from the subjective or first-person point of view.' [footnoteRef:10]   [10:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy
] 

One aim of this research is to identify and record the experiences of MPs who were involved in the key devolution legislation from the 1970s the late 1990s. Some have sadly died but it is anticipated that 20-24 could be invited to participate. 
The broad questions to be asked are: 
1. Can you please tell me about your background and the main political influences in your life?

2. Where did the issue of Welsh devolution come in your political priorities as an MP and in what ways did you contribute to the debates in Parliament and outside?

3. What conflicts, if any, arose with respect to the issue of devolution and your constituency, your party, and your own personal conscience?

4. After 25 years of the National Assembly, how do you now see devolution in Wales and how do you see the future? 

5. Is there anything else you would like to say?

Interviews will also be conducted with more recent MPs, selected journalists, academic commentators and political advisers whose insights, reflections and experiences  would make a valuable contribution to the study. It is anticipated that 10-12 would be invited to participate.    
The interviews would be timed for 60 minutes and recorded on specialist equipment that would allow for digital transcription and archive quality recording. They will take place at a location such as Westminster or ideally the participant’s home ‘to allow for comfort, privacy and quiet which is essential to both participants and interviewer.’[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Nigel King and Christine Horrocks. Christine   Interviews in Qualitative Research   Sage 2010
] 

4. Case Studies 
Two types of case study will form part the research: 
Legislative Case Studies 
Over the period of this study there have attempts by MPs and some Lords to introduce  Bills on Welsh devolution but these invariably failed and in some cases were not even the subject of a debate. 
In over a hundred years of debate and campaigning about devolution in Wales, there were only three  government Bills introduced in parliament - the Scotland and Wales Bill 1976 which was withdrawn, the Wales Bill 1976 which passed before the referendum defeat the following year the Government of Wales Bill 1997 that was passed after the successful referendum of that year. 
These pieces of legislative provide rich opportunities for case study research that focus on the proposed conditional arrangements and the contribution of the MPs who contributed to the debates. They raise a host of pertinent questions that will be explored in the Case Studies.  

Political Profiles
There is a long list of Welsh MPs who have represented the two sides of the devolution debate – the proponents and the opponents. This section will identify their contributions and present them as profiles. Some of these are high profile political figures: Tom Ellis, Lloyd George,  Megan Lloyd George, Cledwyn Hughes, Jim Griffiths, Rhodri Morgan and Ron Davies. Profiles of lower profile proponents will include Alfred Thomas, ET John, Goronwy Roberts and more recently Jon Owen Jones and Julie Morgan.  
Of the opponents of devolution, Labour MPs Aneurin Bevan, George Thomas and Neil Kinnock will be profiled and also Conservative figures such as Nicholas Edwards and Nigel Evans. Lesser known MPs such as Ness Edwards, Leo Abse,  Alan Willaims and Llew Smith will also be included.    


Review of Indicative Literature
The literature relating to this subject is found in the following sources:
· Histories of Wales 
· Political parties histories 
· Academic studies of devolution 
· Political biographies and memoirs
· Policy documents and assessments 
Histories of Wales 
The work of two outstanding historians of modern Welsh, KO Morgan and John Davies,  form the foundations of this study. In Wales 1880-1980 Rebirth of a Nation, Morgan justifies his starting date as 1880 on the grounds that before then ‘Wales, it seemed existed on a lower spectrum from England, Scotland and even Ireland.’[footnoteRef:12]  By the 1880s ‘the concepts of Wales and Welshness were beginning to assume a more coherent form.  ‘Rebirth’ goes on to offer a stimulating insight into the social economic and political history of Wales through the 20th century but misses the two final decades which is central to this research on the devolution story.  [12:  KO Morgan  Wales 1880-1980  Rebirth of a Nation   Oxford University Press 1982 ] 

Morgan’s  extensive work includes the more detailed study ‘Wales in British Politics 1868-1922’[footnoteRef:13] Lloyd George,[footnoteRef:14] Keir Hardie[footnoteRef:15] and Michael Foot[footnoteRef:16] who all played leading roles in the devolution debate in parliament.  [13:  KO Morgan   Wales in British Politics e ]  [14:  KO Morgan  The life and times of David Lloyd George  Headstart  History Publishing 1996  ]  [15:  KO Morgan  Keir Hardie - Radical and Socialist Faber and Faber 2011]  [16:  KO Morgan  Michael Foot: A Life  Harper Perennial 2008 ] 

John Davies’s study, Hanes Cymru/History of Wales is considered the foremost history of Wales spanning the period from 12th century to the early years of the 21st century.[footnoteRef:17] It extends further than Morgan’s Rebirth to include the pivotal period of the 1990s, the establishment of the National Assembly for Wales and the 2005 legislation  widening the Assembly’s powers.  [17:  John Davies   The History of Wales   Penquin   ] 

J Graham Jones has contributed significant studies of work based on his work as head political archivist at the National Library of Wales. These include ‘David Lloyd George and Welsh Liberalism’[footnoteRef:18] and journal articles on 1892 National Institutions Bill,[footnoteRef:19] ET John MP[footnoteRef:20] and the Parliament for Wales Campaign.[footnoteRef:21] [18:  J Graham Jones   David Lloyd George and Welsh Liberalism  	The Welsh Political Archive   National Library of Wales  2010]  [19:   J Graham Jones    Alfred Thomas’s National Institutions Wales Bill 1891-12  Welsh History Review 1990   ]  [20:  J Graham Jones    ET John and Welsh Home Rule 1910-1914    Welsh History Review 1982 ]  [21:  J Graham Jones  Parliament for Wales Campaign 1950-1956   Welsh History Review 1992] 

Political Party Histories 
Other politically involved scholars have traced the history of their own political parties.
The issue of home rule, then self-government and later devolution has been a feature of Welsh Labour Party discussions and disagreements throughout its history. ‘The Labour Pary in Wales from 1900-2000’[footnoteRef:22] includes significant essays on Labour’s roots in Wales by Hopkin[footnoteRef:23], women in the Labour Party by Evans and Jones,[footnoteRef:24] and Labour and the devolution issue from 1970-2000 by Tanner.[footnoteRef:25] The relationship between the Labour Party and the early trade union movement in Wales is examined in Francis and  Smith’s ‘The Fed’.[footnoteRef:26]John Gilbert Evans’ brief study, ‘Labour and Devolution in Wales’, includes the New Labour devolution proposals in the late 1990s, the establishment of the National Assembly and the development of its legislative powers.[footnoteRef:27]  [22:  Duncan Tanner, Chris Williams and Deian Hopkin (eds)   The Labour in Wales 1900-2000 University of Wales Press 2000
]  [23:    Deian Hopkin  Labour’ Roots in Wales 1880-1900 in  Tanner et.al  op cit ]  [24:  Neil Evans and Dot Jones   ‘To Help Forward the Great Work of Humanity   Women and the Labour Party in Wales in   Tanner et.al  op. cit.  ]  [25:   Duncan Tanner   Facing the New Challenge: Labour and Politics, 1970-200  in   Tanner et.al  op cit. ]  [26:  Hywel Francis and David Smith   The Fed - a history of the South Wales miners in the twentieth century   Lawrence and Wishart 1980]  [27:  John Gilbert Evans   Labour and Devolution in Wales    Y Lolfa  2019] 

Plaid Cymru has played a strong part in the devolution movement albeit it as a step towards independence. Laura McAllister’s study presents an historical account of Plaid Cymru and Welsh nationalism from the perspective of political scientist and former party candidate.[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  Laura McAllister Plaid Cymru  the Emergence of  a Political Party   Seren 2001  ] 

Liberal MPs were at the forefront of the home rule movement in the late 19th.  Russell Deacon’s book ‘The Welsh Liberals’ covers the entire development of the party as it relates to this D Prof study.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Russell Deacon  The Welsh Liberals    Welsh Academic Press   2014] 

The history of the Conservative Party in Wales has been a neglected area until Sam Blaxland’s recent study ‘The Conservative Party in Wales 1945-1997’[footnoteRef:30] and the earlier lecture by former Secretary of State Nicholas Edwards that outlines the growth of administrative devolution under Conservative governments.[footnoteRef:31]   [30:  Sam Blaxland   The Conservative Party in Wales  1945-1997     University of Wales Press 2024]  [31:  Nicholas Edwards (as Lord Crickhowell). The Conservative Party And Wales (PDF) (Speech). The Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture – via The National Library of Wales. 2006] 

[bookmark: _Hlk178615232]Irish history also plays its part. The early home rule movement in Wales drew on the experience in Ireland Irish home rule movement which is examined by Alvin Jackson[footnoteRef:32] and more recently there were implications for Wales of the Good Friday Agreement and the restoration of devolved government in N Ireland which is examined by McKittrick and McVea.[footnoteRef:33] Finally, the ideology of unionism in the UK and its relationship with Wales is examined by Paul Ward.[footnoteRef:34] [32:  Alvin Jackson ‘Home Rule - An Irish History 1800-2000’  Widenfeld and Nicolson 2003]  [33:  McKittrick, David  and McVea, David   Making Sense of the Troubles’ – A History of the Norther Ireland Conflict  Penguin  2012 ]  [34:  Paul Ward    Unionism and the United Kingdom 1918-1974    Palgrave Macmillan  2005   ] 


Academic studies of devolution and themes
Vernon Bogdanor’s ‘Devolution in the UK’ (1999) was the first scholarly work on devolution starting with Gladstone’s support for Irish Rule to the legislation relating to Scotland and Wales in 1998.[footnoteRef:35] Later Rawlings produced an authoritative constitutional study of the 1998 settlements drawing on interviews with key contributors to the process. This was followed by James Michell’s ‘Devolution in the UK 2009’ which is arguably the most respected study of the subject and embraces Wales, Scotland and N Ireland, though Wales is covered less thoroughly than Scotland while Deacon’s study  includes the new pattern of devolution in England.[footnoteRef:36] More recently Hazell and Bogdanor have produced further work on the changing constitution of the UK and the impact of devolution. [footnoteRef:37] [35:   Vernon Bogdanor   Devolution in the UK    Oxford University Press 2001]  [36:  Russell Deacon    Devolution in the United Kingdom   Edinburgh University Pres  2012 ]  [37:  Robert Hazell and Vernon Bogdanor (eds)   Devolution, Law Making and the Constitution.  Andrews UK Limited, 2015.] 

For work specifically on Wales, John Gilbert Evans’ ‘Devolution in Wales - Claims and Responses 1937 – 1979’ provided a detailed insight into the development of administrative devolution and the failure of the Labour Government’s proposals in the 1970s.[footnoteRef:38]   [38:  John Gilbert Evans,   Labour and Devolution in Wales        Y Lolfa 2019
John Gilbert Evans  Devolution in Wales: Claims and Responses, 1937-1979   University of Wales Press 2004  ] 

Women and Wales 
The role and representation of women in Welsh politics has been a neglected area. Between 1918 and 1997 only four women were elected to Parliament from Wales – Megan Lloyd George elected in 1929, Eirene White and Dorothy Rees 1950 and Ann Clwyd in 1984.  The first, Megan Lloyd George, an ardent devolutionist, has been the subject of detailed biography by Mervyn Jones but she left no legacy in her quest. [footnoteRef:39]  Sam Blaxland has contributed an insightful critique of the absence of women’s representation and how following Labour’s affirmative action policy, ‘All Women Shortlists’, the number Welsh MPs increased in 1997 with the election of Julie Morgan, Betty Williams and  Jackie Lawrence.[footnoteRef:40] [39:   Mervyn Jones    A Radical Life – the Biography of Megan Lloyd George   1902-66    Hutchinson 1991]  [40:  Sam Blaxland, ‘Welsh Women MPs: Exploring Their Absence’, Open Library of Humanities 6(2), 26. doi: https://doi.org/10.16995/olh.548] 


Policy Documents 
In 1969, the Labour Government under Harold Wilson appointed a Royal Commission which was known as the Kilbrandon Commission by the time it reported in 1973. While the majority of the commissioners supported legislative devolution with the responsibilities of the Welsh Office transferred to an  elected Assembly, there was a memorandum of dissent by two members.  The Kilbrandon Commission’s report was not accepted by the then Conservative Government under Ted Heath. 
Government, proposals for devolution did not re -emerge until the Labour Government under Tony Blair was elected in 1997. The government’s proposals for Wales were outlined in set out in  ‘A Voice for Wales: The Government’s Proposals for a Welsh Assembly’ in 1997. This was followed by legislation to hold a referendum that saw a narrow victory for the government’s proposals.

Political Biographies and Memoirs  
Biographies and memoirs provide a rich stream of understand and personal reflection on the devolution debate. Much has been written about the prominent Liberal figures in the late 19th century. Masterman’s study The Forerunner covers the life of Tom Ellis in detail.[footnoteRef:41] Ellis’ wife Annie complied a volume of his speeches and articles[footnoteRef:42] and their son Iorwerth Ellis compiled two volumes of his  father’s life in Welsh.[footnoteRef:43]  [41:  Nevill Masterman     The Forerunner – The Dilemmas of Tom Ellis 1859-1899    Christopher Davies (Publishers)  Swansea 1976]  [42:  Annie Ellis  Speeches and Addresses by the Late Thomas E Ellis MP    Hughes and Son 1912]  [43:  Thomas Iorwerth Ellis         Life of Thomas Edward Ellis Vol. I (1944) and Vol. II (1948) ] 

The early life of David Lloyd George and his political involvement with Cymry Fydd is covered by Emyr Price while KO Morgan is the most renowned scholar of Lloyd George.[footnoteRef:44] Morgan’s later work also covers the first Labour MP Keir Hardie[footnoteRef:45] and a volume covering all the Labour leaders from Hardie to Kinnock.[footnoteRef:46] Marquand traces the life of Ramsey McDonald who was one of the founders of the Labour Pary and supported of home rule for Scotland, before becoming MP for Aberavon and eventually Labour’s first Prime Minister.[footnoteRef:47]  [44:  KO Morgan    British Prime Ministers: Lloyd George   Widenfield and Nicolson 1974 ]  [45:  Kenneth O Morgan    Keir Hardie: Radical and Socialist     Orion 1997    ]  [46:  KO Morgan    Labour People   Leaders and Leuitenants from Hardie to Kinnock    Oxford University 1987]  [47:  David Marquand       Ramsay McDonald: A Biography      Metro Books London 1997 ] 

James Callaghan is also a significant figure. KO Morgan’s study covers Callaghan’s election as MP for Cardiff South in 1945 when he opposed to devolution to 1976 when, as Prime Minister, the Labour Government introduced the controversial Government of Wales Bill and followed by failed referendum in 1979.[footnoteRef:48] The leading opponent of devolution at the time was Neil Kinnock whose political life is covered by Eileen Jones[footnoteRef:49] and in Martin Westlake’s more thorough study.[footnoteRef:50]  [48:  KO Morgan   Callaghan: A Life     Oxford University Press   1988]  [49:  Eileen Jones   Neil Kinnock     Robert Hale London 1994 ]  [50:  Martin Westlake   Neil Kinnock: The Authorised Biography   Little Brown 2001] 

John Smith, who became Labour leader in 1992 but died two years later, made the historically significant pledge to commit the party to establishing a Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly and his political life has been the subject of a new volume of essays edited by Kevin Hickson[footnoteRef:51] following the biography by Gordon Brown and John Rentoul. [footnoteRef:52] In his memoirs however, Tony Blair concedes that he was an instinctive unionist[footnoteRef:53] and having inherited John Smith’s commitment to devolution went on to be the Labour Prime Minister whose government brought devolution to Scotland and Wales and restored it to Northern Ireland. [51:  Kevin Hickson  John Smith  Old Labour’s Last Hurrah?   Biteback   2024 
]  [52:  Gordon Brown and John Rentoul  John Smith Life and Soul of the party  Mainstream Publishing  1994]  [53:  Tony Blair   A Journey    Hutchinson 2010] 

Welsh Labour MPs whose memoirs are central to study include those by former Secretaries of State for Wales  Jim Griffiths[footnoteRef:54] and also John Morris’ Fifty Years in Politics and the Law.[footnoteRef:55]  [54:   James Griffiths    James Griffiths and his times        WT Maddock and Co   No date]  [55:   Lord Morris of Aberavon    Fifty Years in Politics and the law     University of Wales Press 2011] 

Rhodri Morgan provides a detailed of his own commitment and battles on devolution in ‘Rhodri – A Political Life in Wales and Westminster’[footnoteRef:56] and Peter Hain records his long political campaigning including the 1997 ‘Yes for Wales’ campaign.[footnoteRef:57] [56:  Rhodri Morgan     Rhodri: A Political Life in Wales and Westminster    Oxford University Press 2007 ]  [57:   Peter Hain    Outside In      Biteback   Publishing  2012 ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk179278337]Other colleagues who have produced memoirs are Ann Clwyd, whose parliamentary career is noted more for her international campaigns, published her memoirs ‘Rebel with a Cause – A Political Life’ in 2017[footnoteRef:58] while Betty Williams’ career path from Caernarfon to the Commons is set out in ‘O Ben Bryn i Dr’r Cyffredin’.[footnoteRef:59] [58:  Ann Clwyd    Rebel with a cause    Biteback Publishing   2013]  [59:  Betty Williams O Ben Bryn i Dr’r Cyffredin’   Bwythyn  2010] 

Prominent Plaid Cymru figures who have compiled their memoirs include Gwynfor Evans[footnoteRef:60]  and  Dafydd Wigley’s whose political writing is largely in Welsh but his ‘Working for Wales’ was published in English in 2005.[footnoteRef:61]  [60:  Gwynfor Evans    For the sake of Wales   the Memoirs of Gwynfor Evans   Welsh Academic Press 2001]  [61:  Dafydd Wigley    Working for Wales  - Political Memoirs          Welsh Academic Press   2005] 

           
Ethical Considerations
Consent   All participants to be asked to be interviewed will be asked to study and sign a consent form. The issues covered would be: understanding the subject and aims of the research; assurance that participation voluntary with freedom to withdraw at any time; and that the interview will be recorded and that recordings will be deposited at  UWTSD Library and National Library Wales. Finally, that the consent should include the provision ‘Agreement to have direct quotations incorporated into final research project, unless anonymity is requested.’
Vulnerability. Many of the participants, especially the MPs from the 1970-90s period, are likely to be aged in their later seventies or eighties. Of the 40 MPs who were in Parliament at the time of the Government of Wales Act 1998, around 10 have died including three in the past year. Care is clearly required when approaching certain potential participants and it may be necessary to decide not interview some who may not have the capacity to contribute.     
Confidentiality and Anonymity. These  are important considerations for much  qualitative research involving interviews, for this project  they need to be modified. Most of the participants in this study are former MPs who views and contributions to debates are on the record and who are normally perfectly happy to be quoted. It will be a strength of the project highlight and quote their personal views, ideology and their reflections of the experiences of being involved in devolution debates in parliament and constituency events.      
Research Integrity  ‘A honourable Member cannot be dishonourable’. This is a long-standing principle in the UK Parliament. In this project it would man that personal or political comments made by any participant, MP or non MP,  would not be used for any political advantage.  Where there is doubt, participants would be asked specifically if they want such comments to be formally quoted in the research.

Conclusion 
This paper has presented the political and academic rationale for this proposed D Prof study of the parliamentary history of Welsh devolution. It has outlined the methodology and methods  to be employed including the use of semi structured interviews with many of the MPs who participated in the devolution debates from the 1970s to 1990s. Ethical considerations in interviewing the group have been outlined in view of their age and possible infirmity.  When interviewing former MPs and commentators who have thrived in making their views public, confidentiality and anonymity are not as important as in other forms of research.      
To date, the subject has been immensely stimulating to study with a rich literature to embrace. The discovery of new political personalities and the context in which they were involved in the devolution debate over a century has been insightful and enjoyable to study, though one drawback so far has been including written and spoken material that needs to been translated from Welsh, though my own confidence in the language is developing.   
The benefit of the research for my own professional work lies giving me credibility in my work training and coaching university researchers in promoting their work to parliaments and policy makers. There is also the potential satisfaction of contributing to the academic study of modern Welsh political history and the field of parliamentary studies.  
A final feature of the study will be to honour the contributions and experiences not just of high profile political figures but also those are not well known. Many of these were professional  colleagues, fellow members of the House and personal friends. They  shared with me a stimulating experience and a time of historic significance in the history  of Wales.      
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