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Abstract 
A study of contemporary pottery workshops in Egypt, both ancient and modern, can provide valuable insights into the cultural practices and behaviours of these unique societies. However, the rapid modernization of Egypt since the post-Nasser era has led to significant changes in the pottery industry, with many potters departing from their traditional craft in favour of other occupations. 

In the village of Nazlah, located in the Fayoum Oasis, potters struggle to maintain traditional techniques and methods. This study aims to document and analyse contemporary pottery production in Nazlah, with a particular focus on the anvil and hammer technique (Borah technique), which has not been widely investigated or recorded. This research also seeks to analyse the technological and social organisation of pottery production processes using ethnoarchaeology and the chaîne opératoire as research strategies. 

My fieldwork in Nazlah in early 2022 allowed firsthand experience of this method and my data includes video and audio recordings, photography, and participant observation.
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