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Proposed title
Copper Mining at the Great Orme: A metal mining community through time

Background and context
For this essay, I have chosen to examine the Great Orme Copper Mines in Llandudno, Wales. The mines were in use since pre-historic times and saw significant technological advances through the ages.

Issues and contentions
The discovery of copper at the mine will have changed the character of human activity in the area. This raises the question of how mining activity changed the character of the community. Over time metal technology advanced. What changes to the society emerged as a result of these developments? 
There is evidence suggesting that Welsh copper was found across parts of mainland Europe, so this raises a question about how Wales was connected to the rest of Europe and beyond (James, 2016).

Thesis ideas

Sustained mining activity across three and a half thousand years at the Great Orme illustrates the importance of metal technology through the ages and has helped shaped the character of the community. 

Roadmap
The main time period discussed in this essay will focus on the Great Orme Copper Mine during the Bronze Age. The mine also has relevance in both the Victorian Era and the Modern Era. Where it is relevant to a connection to the Bronze Age those periods may be mentioned in the essay. 
Main body -
· Mining and metal technology are manually intensive, dangerous and expensive and the long-time mining at the Orme illustrates the long-term high value of metal across human society. 
· Copper was a valuable commodity throughout the Bronze age. Other valuable materials excavated from the site.
· Evidence exists of childing working in the mines from tunnels too small for adults to fit through 
· Artifacts found included bone tools and stone hammers (James, 2016)

· Mining activity at the Great Orme was a part of a much wider network of industry across Europe and the East.
· In the Bronze Age the copper from the mine would have been transported to Cornwall for tin mixing (James, 2016)
· The mining at the Orme would have created a thriving community of miners and their families
· The mining activity at the Orme involved a series of specialist activities and roles. 
· Advances in tools through the ages helped productivity (The Story of Wales, 2012, 5:01-11:00). 

· The mine saw periods of disuse when copper was superseded by iron in importance at the start of the Iron age. (Le Carlier De Veslud and Alan Williams, 2019)


· Victorian age technology enabled further exploitation of the copper ore from the disused mine.
· Technological advancements during the Victorian period brought the mine and the area back into prominence. (Le Carlier De Veslud and Alan Williams, 2019)

· The mine was forgotten after the Victorian period only rediscovered by accident in the 1980’s

· Only 10% of the original mine has been excavated (The Story of Wales, 2012, 5:01-11:00)

Conclusion 
By examining the data from the artifacts discovered and the methods used for mining across the ages will hopefully reveal a clearer picture on how the people working at this site have adapted across time.
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