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PG2 / E1 FORM

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application
SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Claire Lewis

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Faculty/School/Centre:
	ITE: Yr Athrofa, UWTSD


	Campus:
	Carmarthen


	E-mail address:
	1700465@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 


	Contact Telephone Number:
	07952 639742


	For students:

	Student Number:
	1700465

	Programme of Study:
	BA Primary Education (QTS)

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Dr Sioned V Hughes



SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Faculty Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☒	06.02.2020



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	BERA (British Educational Research Association) guidelines – Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, (2018)
	☒

	The research is within the bounds of the normal classroom and in accordance with the ATHROFA guidelines for parental consent as per ATHROFA letter
	☒


	Education Workforce Council (EWC) Research and Ethics Guidelines (2019)
	☒




SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☒
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	An investigation into homework and its impact / relationship on wellbeing.

Sub questions:
· What are learners’ views on homework?
· What are adults’ views on homework?

	Proposed start date:
	10/02/2020
	Proposed end date:
	01/07/2020

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity
· To explore how homework can impact the mental health and wellbeing of children in the primary school
· To understand how the views of adults might influence childrens’ views towards homework
· To further develop professional knowledge and understanding and future practice

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question
An investigation into homework and its impact / relationship on wellbeing.
· What are learners’ views on homework?
· What are adults’ views on homework?

(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity
· The research aims to capture the views of practitioners and students in one school, in order to contribute to an informed research project regarding the true value of homework
· The primary research that I wish to undertake will provide an insight into how it impacts on children’s learning within the classroom and improve professional practice

(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity
· To explore the use of homework in schools and how it impacts on children
· To interview 5-11-year-old learners to capture their views on homework
· To survey 9-11-year-old learners to gather insight into their views on homework now and moving into secondary education
· To interview teachers to capture their views on homework and the impact it has on learning in school
· To survey parents to capture their views on homework and the impact on their child/ren and family time
· To critically reflect on findings and consider how I can use this to improve and transform my professional practice

(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	· Focus talks with small groups of children across Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2
· Interviews with teachers
· Survey with parents or if this is not possible, interviews with willing parents at the end of the school day
· Scrutiny of school policies
· Survey of year 5/6 children regarding their view on homework
· Observation of homework club and interviews with children, parents and staff who attend

Interviews – a group of 3/4 children from Year 1 to Year 6 classes will be involved in a semi-structured interview where they will be invited to respond to key questions.  For example, what do you think about homework? Do you like homework and why? Do you think homework improves your learning in school?  The children will be in an informal setting, the interview will be audio recorded (with the children’s permission) and I will make notes where appropriate.  Exit: The children will not be forced into participating or responding to questions and the children will be informed at the start of the interview that responding to questions is voluntary. All children will be asked if they wish to take part in the interview before we start and verbal consent will be gained.  The children will be informed that they can withdraw from the interview or not respond at any time.  The FP children will be shown some emoji faces which they can use to indicate their feelings throughout, and I will check on the children’s feelings regularly using these to ensure they remain comfortable in the interview environment.  No names will be used when transcribing the interview, in my notes during the session or when utilising the gathered data in my written response.

Furthermore, I will interview different teachers across the FP and KS2 to gather their views on the planning and marking of homework along with the impact of homework on the children’s learning.  If appropriate, I may interview other members of staff within the school that do hold a teaching post, for example, the head teacher or teaching assistants.  Exit: Staff participation will be voluntary, and this will be expressed to staff participants prior to starting the interview.  The staff will also be informed that they can withdraw from the interview or not respond to a question at any time.  

Further interviews will take place with parents (if possible) at the end of the school day, during a parent’s drop in session, or during homework club sessions to gather their views on homework and how it does or does not impact on their family life.  Where appropriate, and with the parent’s consent, the interview will be audio recorded.  Interviews will only take place if it is not possible for parents to complete a written survey.  Exit: Parental participation will be voluntary, and this will be expressed to participants prior to starting the interview.  The parents will also be informed that they can withdraw from the interview or not respond to a question at any time.  No names will be used in my notes for the interview or when utilising the gathered data in my written response.  If audio recording is used, no names will be used in the transcription.

Observations: I will observe and make notes of children, parent and staff attitudes towards homework during the homework club.  Throughout my observations, I will take note of the participants’ engagement with their homework and those around them.  At times, I may focus on observing all members of the homework club, or individual children that are of interest to the research project.  Observations will be made in my personal observation handbook or a word document on my computer. Once again, no names shall be mentioned, however, a pseudonym may be used if necessary.  To further enhance my research, I may discuss my notes with the adults or children to gather a more detailed perspective or explanation for certain actions or attributes displayed.  On occasions, I may observe participants without their knowledge and make notes on their behaviours or attitudes towards learning.

Audio Taping: Audio taping will be used during group or individual interviews (with the interviewees prior permission) and later utilised to contribute towards my discussion and synthesis.  Recording of interviews with teachers and other members of staff may also be gathered to contribute towards the research projects.  Prior to recording any research participant, I will gain their permission initially and act in an ethical manner throughout.  Transcriptions made of any audio interviews will not include any names or identifying information and once transcribed, the audio recordings will be deleted.

Questionnaire: I would like to administer a questionnaire to year 5 and 6 children to gather quality data.  Throughout the creation of the questionnaire, I will adhere to and follow the training provided by the university during my second year of study when the design and distribution of a questionnaire was necessary for a specific module.  The questionnaire may focus on qualitative or quantitative data, or both, depending on its focus.  I hope to distribute the questionnaire electronically to the children but if not, then a physical copy will be used, and the participants will not be required to list their name or personal information.   Exit: Prior to asking the children to complete the questionnaire I will explain the purpose of the questionnaire and that participation is voluntary, so they can choose to stop answering questions at any point.  Additionally, before the participant submits their questionnaire, they have the right to retain their response.   However, once I receive the participant’s response and it is added to the response pool, there will be no fair means of identifying their response in order to return it to them.  This will be explained prior to the completion of the questionnaire.

I may use a questionnaire to gather parents’ opinions, if interviews are not possible, and if the school feel it is an appropriate method of data gathering within their school.  If this occurs, again throughout the creation of the questionnaire, I will adhere to and following my prior training.  The parental questionnaire would be distributed by physical means and the participants would not be required to list their name or personal information.  A cover letter will accompany the questionnaire which will explain to the participant the purpose of the questionnaire.  Once participants have completed their questionnaire, their responses will be gathered and placed within the response pool for analysis.  Exit: Before the participant submits their questionnaire, they have the right to retain their response.  However, once I receive the participant’s response and it is added to the response pool, there will be no fair means of identifying their response in order to return it to them.  This will be explained in the cover letter.

Examples of pupils’ work: Where I feel examples of pupils’ homework or related classwork would support my research, I may request samples.  Exit: Prior to gathering samples of work, I will ensure that I have the class teacher’s consent and the consent of the pupil to which the work belongs.  Upon gathering samples, I will take responsibility of the work and ensure that confidentiality and security is upheld.
(this box should expand as you type)




	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	School X

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	Use of diaries?
	☒
	☐

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	Use of video or audio recording? (interviews)
	☒
	☐

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☒
	☐

	Details of any other primary data collection method:
Focus groups

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants

	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 8? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☒
	☐

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	
About 40 participants within the school
About 10 parents upwards depending on whether interviews or questionnaire is used

(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	
Approximately 30 pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 
1 head teacher, 8 teachers
Approximately 10 parents upwards

(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants?
	
Prior to conducting the research, I will discuss and seek advice from the head teacher or senior mentor in the school setting, especially regarding parental involvement and the best method of gaining their views



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:
· May affect their self-esteem through not being chosen as a participant in the research





· Participants may feel under pressure to give the ‘correct’ answer to the questions







· Safeguarding issues could arise during the research


· Anonymity 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
· Pupils will be asked to volunteer to participate and names will be taken from each class.  Pupils will be told that participants will be chosen at random from the volunteer list.  If appropriate and there is enough time, then more pupils will be interviewed

· Participants will be told that there is no consequence for anything that they say.  I will make it clear that I want honest and open answers. For pupils’ I will make clear that any answer they give will not affect their education in any way and there will be no repercussions for their actions and answers regarding the research

· If any safeguarding issues arise during the research, I will inform the safeguarding officer at the school immediately

· Participants will be made aware that all data will be anonymised and will remain confidential.  They will be aware that no pupil will be able to be identified from the research
(this box should expand as you type)

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:
· The need to uphold the good name of the University



· Possibility of being accused of favouritism, by pupils who are not part of the focus group





· Accusation of fabrication or falsification of data


 (this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
· Much of the research is during a normal school day.  During the interviews, there will be another adult present or they will take place in an open area

· Pupils will be asked to volunteer to participate and names will be taken from each class.  Pupils will be told that participants will be chosen at random from the volunteer list.  If appropriate and there is enough time, then more pupils will be interviewed

· I will ensure that I follow the UWTSD, BERA and EWC ethical guidelines when conducting this research


(this box should expand as you type)

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:
· The need to uphold the good name of the University
· Not falsifying any data which could impact the representation and standards of the University
· Not behaving in a way that could impact the relationship between the school and University

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:
· I will ensure that I follow the UWTSD, BERA and EWC ethical guidelines when conducting this research and will always behave in a professional manner 


(this box should expand as you type)



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☒
	☐
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	I will not be providing feedback to child and parent participants as it is not relevant for the research.  I will be sharing feedback with interested staff participants.  If any participants request feedback from the response then I, as the author, will provide a summary of the data collected.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	Participation consent – children
I will converse with the senior mentor and inform them of the research I will be undertaking, providing reason and rationale behind the research.  However, I will verbally ask children identified to participate whether they wish to participate, e.g. use emoji faces to support the children.  If they show the happy face, then I know they are happy to take part.  If they show the sad face, then I know they are not willing.  This will be an individual exercise so that children are encouraged to respond honestly with their interest and wellbeing in mind.  Furthermore, children in KS2 will be asked to sign a participation sheet to acknowledge their participation, with the understanding that they still have the right to withdraw at any time during the research process. Children will also be informed that they can approach me at any time and discuss their contribution to the research project and explain whether they wish to participate.  

Participation consent – teachers
For the class teachers, I will ask them to sign a document if they agree to take part in the research.  If they are not willing to sign this document, then I will not use them in my research.  The consent form will include a box for the participant to tick if they agree with the statements, e.g. I confirm that I have read and understood the information sheet dated XXXX for the above study; I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and had these answered satisfactorily; I understand my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason; I understand that any information given by me may be used in future report, articles or presentations by the research team; I understand that my name will not appear in any report, articles or presentations; I agree to participate in the above study.

Participation consent – parents
For parents who participate in interviews, they will be asked to sign a document agreeing to take part in the research.  If they are not willing to sign this document, then I will not use them in my research. The consent form will be similar to the teachers consent form.  If a questionnaire is used, the accompanying cover letter will inform parents that by returning the questionnaire, they are giving their consent to participate in the research.  They will also be informed that they have the right not to respond.  However, once I receive their response and it is added to the response pool, there will be no fair means of identifying their response in order to return it to them.  

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	I will ensure that no individual data is made available to schools / parents etc.  Only non-identifiable summary / aggregate data can be provided in this way.

All materials generated from interviews, be they audio, transcripts or notes, will remain confidential and participants will not be identified in any format.


(this box should expand as you type)




SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☒

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	Confidentiality will be upheld by not requesting participant names on any piece of data collected.  Data will be stored in a locked drawer and on a password protected computer or encrypted USB.  All cloud data will be stored on the university one drive and password protected.  Any correspondence between my tutor and myself will be through a password protected e-mail account  

(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☒
	☐

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	· Raw data will be available to the university module lead and external examiner, on request 
· All data will be stored until the relevant research assignment goes through the university exam board, after this point, the data will be destroyed
· All data will be archived on the university one drive and password protected in line with UWTSD data management guidelines

(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	Claire Lewis – Researcher
Rachel Wallis - Tutor
Marker 

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
Claire Lewis

(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	Any electronic data will be held on an encrypted USB or password protected computer.  Only I will have access to the USB and computer.  Any hard copies of work or data will be stored in a locked drawer.  Only I will have access to the key.  All data will be stored until the relevant research assignment goes through the university exam board.  After this point, the data will be destroyed.  All data will be archived on the university one drive and password protected in line with the UWTSD data management guidelines.


(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐



SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	Signature of applicant:
	[image: ]
	Date:
06.02.2020



For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Dr Sioned V Hughes
	Date:

07.02.2020

	Signature:
	[image: ]

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Head of School/Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






Appendix 2 – School consent form
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Appendix 3 – Adult participant information letter

My name is Claire Lewis and I am a third-year teaching student at the University of Wales, Trinity St David.  I am undertaking research for my degree into the impact of homework on wellbeing and am gathering the views of children, staff and parents to aid me in this.

I am interested in the amount of homework children receive in school and how this affects their social time, thus impacting their wellbeing. From a staff viewpoint, I am interested in the time taken to prepare and mark homework, how homework impacts on classwork and the attitude children have towards homework.  From a parental viewpoint, I am interested in the impact of homework on family time and relationships, leading to its impact on wellbeing.

The research methods have been planned and approved in line with the British Educational Research Association, Education Workforce Council and UWTSD ethical guidelines.  Research will be carried out using interviews and questionnaires and the information gathered will be used to generate a research report which will be submitted to UWTSD.

All responses will be confidential and anonymous, and all participation is voluntary.  Responses will be audio recorded or notes will be taken, and these will be stored safely and securely in line with UWTSD data management guidelines.  All data will be stored until the research report has gone through the university exam board, at which point it will be destroyed.






























Appendix 4 – Adult participant consent form

Research study conducted by Claire Lewis from the University of Wales, Trinity St David: 

Homework and its impact on wellbeing, taking into consideration both learners’ and adults’ views.

□     I confirm that I have read and understood the information sheet dated 10.2.2020 for the above study.
□     I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and had these answered satisfactorily.
□     I understand my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.
□    I understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports, articles or presentations by the researcher.
□    I understand my name will not appear in any report, article or presentation.
□     I agree to participate in the above study.

Name:		______________________________________
Signature:	______________________________________
Date:		______________________________________

























Appendix 5 – Child participant information

I would like to ask you some questions about homework today and find out your thoughts about it.

Are you all happy to talk to me about homework today?

If you are happy to answer a question then you can show your happy face emoji, but if at any time you don’t want to answer a question, you can show me your sad face emoji.

You don’t have to answer any questions if you don’t want to, and you won’t get in trouble for any of your answers, even if you say you hate homework.  Remember, if you don’t want to answer, you can say so or just show your sad emoji and I’ll move onto the next person.

I would like to record our conversation on my computer here if that is ok with you so that I can talk with you more easily instead of trying to write down everything we say.  When I write up our conversation though I won’t be using anyone’s names, and nobody will know who has answered questions it will be private and confidential.

If you want to talk about what we’ve done or ask me questions, then I’ll be around school all week and I’m happy to talk to you more.



















Appendix 6 – Child participant interview questions

QUESTIONS FOR YEAR 2 FOCUS INTERVIEWS
· Do you do any schoolwork at home?
· Does homework take you a long time or a short time?
· Do you do homework by yourself or have help?
· Who helps you?
· Do you like homework?
· Why / why not?
· Does homework help you do your work in school better?
· What type of homework do you like best?
· If you had the choice, would you want homework?
· Why / why not?
· Do you have to do your homework when you get home from school with the new homework system?
· With the new homework, you have the whole term to complete it and you get a choice of tasks, so is that good?


QUESTIONS FOR YEARS 3 – 6 FOCUS INTERVIEWS
· What schoolwork do you do at home?
· How long does this take?
· What do you think about homework?
· Do you like having termly homework?
· Do you remember the old way of doing homework?
· Which do you prefer, old or new?
· Do you think homework makes your classwork better?
· Do you have to be reminded to do your homework?
· How does this make you feel?
· How does knowing you have homework make you feel?
· Is having access to resources and help in school helpful?
· What is your favourite type of homework to do?
· Why?
· If you had the choice, would you want homework?
· Why?
· Is there anything else you would like to share about homework?



Appendix 7 – Questionnaire for staff

I am undertaking research for my degree into the impact of homework on wellbeing and would be grateful if you could complete the questionnaire below.  The completion of this questionnaire is voluntary, and you have the right not to respond to any question, but by returning the questionnaire you are agreeing to participate in my research.  Please note that due to the anonymity of the questionnaire I will not be able to withdraw responses after submission, as responses will not be identifiable.


	1
	Has the time to prepare and mark homework changed with the setting of termly homework compared to weekly homework?
□   Decreased a lot
□   Decreased a little
□   No change
□   Increased a little
□   Increased a lot


	2
	Does completion of homework enhance any of the following?

	
	
	Never
	Sometimes
	Often
	Always

	
	Classroom learning
	
	
	
	

	
	Attitude to school
	
	
	
	

	
	Attitude to homework
	
	
	
	

	3
	Is the return rate of termly homework in comparison to weekly homework:
□   Higher 
□   No difference 
□   Lower 


	4
	Is the quality of termly homework tasks in comparison to weekly homework:
□   Higher 
□   No difference 
□   Lower


	5
	When considering the statement ‘Termly homework offers greater engagement than weekly homework’, do you:
□   Strongly agree
□   Agree
□   Neither agree nor disagree
□   Disagree
□   Strongly disagree


	6
	Could you please explain the reason for your choice:





	7
	Is there a type of homework task that has a higher return rate?

Yes                              No


	8
	If yes, please list:





	9
	Has there been feedback from parents regarding the move to termly homework in relation to family relationships?
□   Increased family time 
□   Children are more relaxed at home
□   Lower stress surrounding homework
□   Greater interest in completing homework
□   Other: (Please specify)





	10
	What do you feel are the benefits of termly homework over weekly homework?





	11
	What do you feel are the limitations of termly homework over weekly homework?





	12
	Is there anything you would like to say about homework, especially in relation to children’s attitude to learning and their wellbeing?










Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  If you have any concerns or queries about this research, please feel free to contact me on 1700465@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 






Appendix 8 – Questionnaire for Year 5 and 6


To help me gather information about children’s views on homework, I would appreciate it if you could complete this questionnaire.  You have the right to not answer any of the questions, but by returning the questionnaire you are agreeing to participate in my research.  All responses will be anonymous, meaning nobody will know who the answers have come from.  

Thank you

	1
	Do you like homework?

Yes                    No


	2



	Is there anything you would rather do than homework?

Yes                    Sometimes                    No


	3
	If yes, please explain what:


	4



	Do you have a favourite type of homework?  (For example – writing, maths, art, projects)

Yes                    No


	5
	If yes, what type?


	6
	Do you think homework improves your understanding in class?

Yes                    Sometimes                    No


	7


	If you take part in any activities outside of school, please select all that apply to you:                             

	
	□   Football                              
□   Rugby
□   Dance                                
□   Drama
□   Brownies / Guides
	□   Cubs / Scouts
□   Swimming
□   Gymnastics
□   Other: (Please say what else you participate in)


	
	

	8
	How many days a week do you take part in these activities? (Please circle)

     1                 2                 3                 4                 5                 6                 7              Does not apply to me


	9
	Does homework stop you participating in any social or physical activities?

Yes                    Sometimes                    No


	10
	How do you think your homework will change in comprehensive school?

□   Receive less
□   Receive about the same
□   Receive more


	11
	How do you think the time you spend on homework will change in comprehensive school?

□   Will take less time
□   Will take about the same time
□   Will take longer


	12
	Is there anything you would like to say about homework and your views about it?





Appendix 9 – Staff 1 interview transcript

1. The school’s homework approach has changed, why?
About a year and a half ago, Successful Futures came out and we heard about a local school doing 101 things a child should do before 11.  It got our brains thinking about how to give children life experience and not just maths and English.  Not all the children were completing homework, but there was more work for marking and prep for teachers, which is fine if it has an impact, but there wasn’t always an impact.  When we did our yearly parental feedback, we were told they felt homework had nothing to do with schoolwork.  We decided to try a thematic approach instead and used cornerstone ideas and pupil voice – asking the children ideas on what they thought too.  It was a success and some children will reference homework in their schoolwork now.  We started January 2019 and while there’s still not 100% homework returned, it’s quite high.  In year 5 / 6 last year, the children would ask to get their homework to help them with something in class.  They did a science activity this year and the children went home and did their own version too which they brought into school.  Tasks tend to be quite creative activities and I don’t think parents like it because of that.  We try to give a variety of tasks though with a mix between academic and creative.

2. Are there any limitations of the new homework approach?
More on the parental side as they don’t feel we are prepping the children for comp.  I’m not personally in favour of homework at this age, although we do need to prep for comp – I wonder if this transition could be in the year 7 phase instead though, as in a year 5 / 6 class, formal homework for year 6 can be a negative.  We initially said do 6 pieces by the end of term, and it has now evolved so we say how long each task takes because parents requested it – only year 3/4 currently do this though – It came out of parents evening for me but it is supposed to be across the school so will have to be reviewed.

3. When homework comes back, is there marking?
There is no consequence if children don’t hand anything back.  It would be unfair to give a consequence as some children may only see their parents for an hour in the evening due to work shifts, and not every child has the support of a parent, so punishing them was unfair.  We offer rewards instead, so they get one dojo for completing a task and can gain extra for quality.  Homework club wasn’t well attended so has been stopped but was only stopped 3 weeks ago.  Support is now offered in class – if children want to do homework they can stay in during break and lunchtime to do it, but are expected to work independently as they would at home, and they have access to all resources available in class.  We don’t display homework books, but if the children produce something outside of the book then it will be displayed, which encourages other children. Staff will read any work and write a comment that’s more personalised – ‘you taught me something new today’.

4. What input do children have on the tasks?
In year 3/4 they use mentimetre, where they type in five things they’re interested in and create a class word cloud.  This allows staff to see what tasks are coming up a lot such as an art task and they will try to incorporate when planning the homework tasks. They ask the children – what do you want to learn?, how do you want to learn it?, what do you want the homework to look like? – give them the topic / theme and discuss it at the end of term ready for the next term.

5. Parental engagement – has it changed with the new homework approach?
We’re a 240 strong school but not many parents come in.  Parents evening is the time for most feedback and it’s not really negative or positive.  Some parents asked for extra maths and English which we’re happy to issue although we won’t mark it.

6. Has there been any impact on children’s wellbeing or attitude to school?
No, although they’re more excited about their work than previously.


























Appendix 10 – Spring term homework tasks for Years 2 – 6 
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Appendix 11 – Year 5 and 6 questionnaire responses 

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	ID
	Do you like homework?
	Is there anything you would rather do than homework?
	If yes, please explain what:
	Do you have a favourite type of homework?
	If yes, what type?
	Do you think homework improves your understanding in class?
	If you take part in any activities outside of school, please select all that apply to you:
	How many days a week do you take part in these activities
	Does homework stop you participating in any social or physical activities
	How do you think your homework will change in comprehensive school?
	How do you think the time you spend on homework will change in comprehensive school?
	Is there anything you would like to say about homework and your views about it?

	1
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Becuase there is a lot of homework
	Yes
	When you make posters
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	No
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	A little bit less homework

	2
	Depends on what type of homework
	No
	 
	Yes
	Maths
	No
	Yes; Swimming;
	4
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	The teachers don't mark our homework

	3
	Yes
	Sometimes
	I think sometimes becuase I play in my back garden
	Yes
	About food because it is a fun activity
	Yes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	No
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	No, it is fun though

	4
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	Doing projects
	 
	Football;
	3
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	5
	Yes
	Sometimes
	I sometime play with my friend outside
	Yes
	The Egyptian homework
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take longer
	Yes, I like to say about the eyptians homework because its very interesting

	6
	No
	Sometimes
	Because its not realy fun
	Yes
	Maths
	Yes
	Football; Rugby;
	1
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take less time
	 

	7
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	Projects
	Sometimes
	 
	 
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I think if you do homework you understand what you do in school a bit more so its really helpful

	8
	No
	Yes
	 
	 
	Chill and go home
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	Yes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I don't like it it stops me going out with my frineds

	9
	Yes
	No
	 
	No
	 
	Yes
	Piano, brass orchestra and singing; Drama; Swimming;
	1
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I really enjoy doing my homework

	10
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Instead of the topic homework we could do maths homework
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	Karate;
	2
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	Nope

	11
	Depends what type of homework
	Sometimes
	I would sometimes rather do sport
	Yes
	I like projects over a long time and writing
	No
	Boxing sometimes; Football; Rugby;
	6
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I don't think some homework isn't a good idea because it doesn't feel like it is always checked and some of the things we do, we learn in school

	12
	Yes
	No
	No, because I enjoy homework
	Yes
	It would either be art or projects
	Yes
	I look after my family and pets; Swimming;
	2
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	Yes I like homework because its fun! and challenging.  It also helps in my learning.

	13
	Depends what type of homework
	No
	 
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	Football; Swimming;
	3
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	Homework is a waste of time because we do it in school eventually

	14
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Practicing for singing lessons
	Yes
	Art / project and maths
	Sometimes
	Youth club singing; Brownies / Guides; Cubs / Scouts;
	4
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take longer
	 

	15
	Yes
	Yes
	Go outside on my bike or play out with friends
	Yes
	Art, english, photography, math
	No
	Ice hockey; Football; Rugby;
	6
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take less time
	In comp it will take less time because we will have like English math stuff like that but we always have unrealistic homework.  I would like more writing and math.  I preferred 1 every Wednesday instead of every term.

	16
	Yes
	Sometimes
	I would like to go on my xbox
	Yes
	Math
	Yes
	Football;
	5
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	Homework is fun but it's also bad because if you're ill I would have to do it anyway

	17
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	Build a 3D shape
	No
	Rugby;
	2
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	No

	18
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	Doing projects that are creative and fun to do wtih family and friends
	Yes
	Football; Swimming;
	3
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I think it gives you understanding about your topic you do at school to help you and get you ready for comp

	19
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	I like the ICT type of homework and the art projects
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I would rather the year six's have homework every week to get us prepared for comp

	20
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	I like art projects and bilding thing
	Sometimes
	Swimming; Gymnastics;
	1
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	No there is nothing

	21
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Draw, read, playstation, tv
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	It helps sometimes

	22
	Yes
	Sometimes
	I sometimes rather do drowing
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	Drama;
	7
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	 

	23
	No
	Yes
	School is were you do work not home
	No
	 
	No
	Football;
	2
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	Waste of time

	24
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Going outside, playing on my playstation
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	Yes; Swimming;
	2
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I would rather have weekly homework than monthly

	25
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	3D sculptures
	 
	Football;
	1
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	No

	26
	No
	Yes
	I just want to get on with my life
	No
	 
	Yes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	Yes
	Receive more
	Will take less time
	I don't like it

	27
	No
	Sometimes
	Games
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	 
	 
	Yes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	28
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Going outside
	Yes
	Art
	Yes
	Football;
	2
	Sometimes
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	Could we do more art

	29
	Yes
	No
	Because I want to have a good edicasen
	No
	 
	Yes
	Swimming;
	1
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	 

	30
	Yes
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	Art, writing, math
	Yes
	 
	 
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	If there was les time to do homework it would make me do it because it is les time to do it

	31
	No
	Yes
	Saying what you did on the weekend
	Yes
	Baking
	Sometimes
	Swimming;
	1
	No
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	That I think its good because I have to move back and forward and I forget but we have quit a bit of time

	32
	Yes
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	 
	Yes
	Swimming;
	1
	No
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	It is fun

	33
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Maybe sometimes math and english not always building and not link to our topic
	Yes
	Art, projects, math, english
	Sometimes
	Acrobatics; Dance;
	3
	Sometimes
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	It is sometimes fun and sometimes not

	34
	Yes
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	Art and crafts
	Sometimes
	Rugby;
	2
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	It is fun and active

	35
	Yes
	 
	 
	Yes
	Art
	Sometimes
	Rugby;
	2
	No
	Receive more
	Will take about the same time
	Yes I wode like to do art

	36
	Yes
	Yes
	I like playing on my nintendo switch because it's fun
	Yes
	Art
	Sometimes
	Football;
	2
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take less time
	I love homework it is the best

	37
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Read
	Yes
	Maths
	Sometimes
	Football;
	3
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	My favourite subject is maths

	38
	Yes
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	 
	Yes
	Gymnastics;
	7
	Yes
	Receive less
	Will take about the same time
	 

	39
	Yes
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	I like maths
	Sometimes
	Golf and criket;
	1
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	40
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Play with my sister
	Yes
	Egypt
	Yes
	Swimming;
	4
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I like the Egypt subject because we talked about what they did a long time ago

	41
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Math
	Yes
	Sions, craft, art
	Sometimes
	 
	 
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	It is fun :D

	42
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Spend time with my family because we don't go out as a family a lot
	Yes
	Art because I like to creat things
	Sometimes
	Drama;
	1
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take longer
	 

	43
	Yes
	Sometimes
	PS4
	Yes
	Egyptian
	Yes
	Rugby;
	2
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take longer
	I think that homework is ok sometimes

	44
	Yes
	No
	 
	No
	 
	No
	Football; Swimming;
	3
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	45
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Play with my neith
	Yes
	Math
	Yes
	Piano, Chinese school, L+L; Swimming;
	1
	No
	Receive about the same
	Will take about the same time
	No.  There is nothing I want to say about homework and my views.

	46
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Go out with my friends, watch tv, play video games
	Yes
	Maths
	Yes
	Football; Rugby; Swimming; Gymnastics;
	4
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	I think we should have weekly homework and not have every month

	47
	No
	Sometimes
	 
	Yes
	 
	Sometimes
	 
	Does not apply to me
	Yes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	It's hard and my mum puts them somewhere and forgets

	48
	No
	No
	 
	No
	 
	No
	Football; Rugby; Cubs / Scouts; Swimming; Gymnastics;
	3
	Yes
	Receive more
	Will take less time
	No

	49
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Play on my xbox
	Yes
	Art, maths, projects
	Yes
	Football;
	2
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	50
	Yes
	No
	 
	Yes
	Egypt
	Yes
	Dance; Drama; Brownies / Guides; Swimming; Gymnastics;
	5
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	51
	Yes
	No
	 
	No
	Art
	Yes
	Cubs / Scouts;
	2
	No
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	 

	52
	Yes
	Sometimes
	It is boring
	Yes
	Math
	Sometimes
	Rugby;
	1
	Sometimes
	Receive more
	Will take longer
	No








Appendix 12 – Year 2 interview transcription overview

	
	QUESTION
	CHILD A (Y2)
	CHILD B (Y2)
	CHILD C (Y2)
	CHILD D (Y2)

	1
	Do you do any schoolwork in the house?
	
	Only if he doesn’t finish work in school by end of day, also homework
	
	

	2
	What schoolwork do you do at home?
	
	Anything.
Chooses to do it from a list sent for homework
	Making disgusting or delicious medicine (part of homework)
	

	3
	When you do work at home, does it take a long time, or is it really quick?
	Currently taking a long time as she’s making three medicines and wants to make lots as well as a box for them.
If having fun, then it can take a long time but doesn’t feel like it
	Quite quick.
If having fun, then can take a long time but doesn’t feel like it
	Not very long
	Takes a long time as he writes in felt tip and keeps making mistakes, so he has to restart lots of times

	4
	Do you do homework by yourself or have help?
	Mum is a history teacher and gives extra help in this area
	Sometimes needs help, from mum who usually helps.  Dad sometimes helps as he works as a police officer and is often at work
	No-one helps as she doesn’t need help
	Had mum help to draw pictures on germ homework

	5
	Do you like homework?
	Sometimes, as it can be boring
	Sometimes, as it’s stupid so he doesn’t like it
	It’s stupid, all homework, she hates it because it’s boring.  
Doesn’t want homework at all
	

	6
	When given homework, does it help you understand what you’re doing in class?
	It helps
	Helps way better
	
	No, because they don’t do much similar homework. Doesn’t think he’s done any homework since starting in September 

	7
	What type of homework do you like best?
	Funny pictures.
History because Mammy does it
	Vehicle exams like dad
	
	Germ homework, how germs spread and finding out about it

	8
	If you had the choice, would you want to have homework ever again?
	
	Once a week, would like it if Mammy didn’t nag.
If it was writing then he doesn’t want it, drawing would be good
	Sometimes, if it was drawing, creating or making something as she likes making and drawing. Would put other homework in the bin if it was reading or writing
	Never, homework is boring and a waste of time when he wants to do something, and Mammy is nagging

	9
	Do you have to do your homework when you get home from school with the new homework system?
	Wants homework every day and to spend all day in school morning to night.  Would have weekend off though.
Homework makes her happy
	Usually does it at the weekend.
Has to read every night.
Wouldn’t have time for eating if in school morning to night and wouldn’t have time with family and friends, although he does like school.
Homework can be annoying.
	Mum makes her do it every day.
Only art, drawing and creating homework is liked sometimes
	If you were in school all day then you would be tired and not have time to go out and spend time with family.
Does karate twice a week, homework is hard if every day.
He does like school but doesn’t like being away from his family and can’t earn money, would throw homework in the bin.
Only likes maths homework, but only if it’s not hard.
Doesn’t want homework every day, would throw it in the bin as he wouldn’t have time to watch telly or spend time with his family

	10
	New homework where you have whole term to do homework, you get the choice, so is that good?
	Would do history and science homework 
	Likes medicine homework 
	Old school gave homework every day
	Doesn’t like doing homework but it would be cool if Miss asked them and they could decide, especially if it was really hard maths












Appendix 13 – Year 3 interview transcription overview

	
	QUESTION
	CHILD E (Y3)
	CHILD F (Y3)
	CHILD G (Y3)
	CHILD H (Y3)

	1
	Is there any schoolwork you do at home?
	Maths that he chooses to do - was given a workbook for Christmas that he enjoys doing
	
	Things a bit like topic
	Not really as you can finish off work in Amser Aur

	2
	What do you think about homework?
	He thinks it’s good and hard at the same time.
You have to do it by March, and he hasn’t don’t any yet, dad helps but likes it to be perfect
	It’s really fun as you can choose from the list and make your own up as well.
Get a chance to give ideas for the termly tasks
	Kept forgetting to bring homework back in Year 2 but is remember this time
	Thinks it’s really fun as you get to make 3D mountains

	3
	Do you like having termly homework?
	Yes, because you get more time to complete the homework.
Some of the work is on the internet though and some people don’t have the internet
	It’s better as getting it weekly is hard because if you forget to do it one week then you have two lots the following week.
Doesn’t want to go back to weekly as the homework can pile up and then you want to move schools to avoid it.
Her last school had no homework except for very easy spellings
	Yes, because you get to do crafts and he loves doing this with his mum
	Yes, because you get longer to complete it

	4
	Do you think homework helps with work in class?
	No as there’s not much art in school
	
	Sometimes as in the last topic you could make a 3D model of food which sort of helped in class
	It depends as if you made a 3D mountain then you would be able to label it in school, but if you don’t do it then it won’t help

	5
	Do you have to reminded to do your homework?
	He’s very busy with drum practice and shopping so yes.  
Sometimes he remembers when he’s shopping that he needs resources for his homework and asks his dad who wasn’t aware of the homework he had chosen
	Sometimes have to be reminded as very forgetful
	His parents wake him up to do his homework, but he puts it off to the last minute
	She sometimes has to be reminded, she may do it on the weekend if she remembers

	6
	What is your favourite type of homework?
	Learning about mythical creatures by researching them on the internet.  When finding out about the leviathan he also tried to draw it
	Art such as drawing, painting and making.  Especially making yetis out of string and mountains out of paper
	Making a 3D model, making food or anything arty
	Art and maths

	7
	If you had the choice, would you want to have homework every again?
	He would take homework as if you want to get a job you need to learn and earn money.
Wants to be a marine biologist
	Wants to do homework as you learn from it and if you don’t learn then it’s bad for your brains.  Mostly wants art homework though.
Wants to be a masseuse
	He would never touch it again as you spend a lot of time in school working and doing work at home just makes a school day longer and doesn’t let your brain rest
	Would take the homework if it’s fun but wouldn’t take the boring one

	8
	Anything else you would like to share about homework?
	It’s fun
	It’s fun
	
	





























Appendix 14 – Year 4 interview transcription overview

	
	QUESTION
	CHILD I (Y4)
	CHILD J (Y4)
	CHILD K (Y4)
	CHILD L (Y4)

	1
	Is there any schoolwork you do at home?
	If you don’t finish work in class, then you can take that home, but you don’t have to.
Also has a maths workbook to complete at home
	If you struggle with maths you can ask for work to take home to help you understand
	Nothing
	She doesn’t have to take proper work home, she has to do reading and sometimes people bring books that they read with parents.  This is thought of as schoolwork and not homework

	2
	What do you think about homework?
	Sometimes it’s really fun but then you have to write loads.
A task may be to make something but then you have to write sentences about what you did which is hard.
You don’t always have the time to do the work as you have clubs or errands and then you have to do loads in one week as you forgot about it
	It’s hard as you have to do 6 pieces
	
	She thinks it’s really fun to learn about this topic, especially making a 3D yeti

	3
	Do you like having termly homework?
	Yes, as you used to have one piece a week but now you don’t have to do it every week.
You can make a PowerPoint on hwb but it’s not always easy to find
	Yes
	Yes, because you get a choice and longer to complete it
	

	4
	Do you think homework helps with work in class?
	Not really as you can write about an animal from a snowy habitat at home but not talk about the same environment in school.  The homework should be linked better.
There’s not much creative work in school compared to at home
	
	Yes, as you can make a PowerPoint at home and know more about how to make one in class
	It kind of does and when you make 3D models, you can picture them in your head which can help when drawing them in class

	5
	Do you have to reminded to do your homework?
	Not reminded but wondered why they have homework when teachers don’t and just have to mark books
	Not reminded but dad and brother are good at art so help with that area
	He has to be reminded about halfway through the term, normally by mum who helps with his homework
	Mum nags her over the holidays but she still puts it off and then has to do lots of it at once which is stressful.  However, she only completed one piece last year but you don’t get into trouble if you don’t do enough

	6
	What is your favourite type of homework?
	Making things, but not writing about it afterwards as it’s then two pieces of work and not one
	Learning about the Romans and their history by researching them on the internet
	Crafting and enjoys craft so much he goes to a craft club
	She sometimes likes writing and also goes to a craft club

	7
	If you had the choice, would you want to have homework every again?
	No unless it’s fun and doesn’t involve any writing, would only want art.  Although offering a choice such as just art, just writing or a mix of art and writing.
Wants to be a scientist or a judge
	Doesn’t like writing but would like art or creating things for homework.
Wants to be a vet
	Would never have it again as he thinks you do enough work at school and would rather play with his brothers and cousin, doing drawings or craft that’s not chosen for him
	She would do the homework in the holidays but not during school time

	8
	Anything else you would like to share about homework?
	It’s fun and it’s sometimes quite hard, especially when you don’t have long but have done all of the quick pieces
	
	
	Homework is very fun when you’re bored of playing and it’s good to get knowledge as you may learn information you didn’t learn at school 


















Appendix 15 – Year 5 interview transcription overview

	
	QUESTION
	CHILD M (Y5)
	CHILD N (Y5)
	CHILD O (Y5)
	CHILD P (Y5)

	1
	Do you have any schoolwork you do at home?
	Learning about Egypt in school and now learning in homework.  She’s been looking more at home because she wants more facts.
	Maths sometimes, he likes to do it on his own.
	Knows someone who does but doesn’t do it himself. Chooses to do maths, asks mum to give maths test on a piece of paper.  
	Used to have a laptop with word so she could write stories and has lots of books to write in.  Also has maths workbook, hates maths but mum says she has to do it.  In summer holidays, asks mum to give maths questions as feel it’s nice because it’s weird not to do any work.  Plays chess in breakfast club, asks to play with friends who can play but when she moves a piece, they tell her she’s wrong and confuse her so she stops playing.

	2
	What do you think about homework?
	Doesn’t like homework at all but would love to have PE homework.  Already does PE as homework through dance.  
Doesn’t want to do any homework at all.
	Doesn’t like homework.  Likes doing maths and his favourite lessons are maths, science, PE, ICT, guided reading and art.  
Doesn’t want any homework.
	
	

	3
	What do you think is the point of homework?
	To make you work at home which takes up your time, so she has less time to practice trombone.
	He doesn’t do it.  When he writes for a long time, he gets a bad headache and just stops writing
	
	

	4
	You have termly homework, so what do you think of this?
	Supposed to do 6 but has only done 4.
	If his parents say he has to do it then he will do it but if they don’t say about it for a couple of weeks, then he keeps quiet.  His dad then says he’d better do it.  He’s done 0.  It’s not a competition so he’s not doing it.
	Think it’s good as you have a lot of time to do it and get better at crafts, thinking of Welsh for eistedfodd.  Mostly based on castles and rugby for Welsh.
	He thinks it’s good but sometimes forgets to do it as goes between mum and dad’s houses.  Mum did a lot of homework with her and she has to remember to take it between houses and doesn’t know who she’s with or where she’s left it.   You can also choose to do all the tasks if you want to.  It’s good termly because if you forget to do it, you have another week’s time

	5
	Are there consequences for not doing homework?
	Get citizenship points.  She’d rather do it on 4G honestly.
	Did 6 last year and used to love homework but just hates it now.
	It’s okay if you’ve only done 5.
	Stay in at breaktime.  You can just do one task and it’s ok.

	6
	Which approach to homework do you prefer?
	Being given for the term.  
	Why can’t they have one piece of homework every six weeks instead?
	Prefers termly as you have more time to do it and there’s fun things on there to do like building with Lego.  Feels like termly helps, he’s dyslexic so homework is harder, and he needs to spend more time on it because of this.
	Likes termly because it’s tricky when she forgets whose house she’s in.  Really likes termly as she gets more time and every week is annoying as she never brings it in.

	7
	When you do the homework, has it helped with work in class?
	No.
	
	Yes, because the topic is Egypt and the work in school and work at home helps with both.  Teachers help a lot more than in his old school.
	Yes, for example building a pyramid.  Making a pyramid would help in school because you would know what they used.  In school you can’t just go in the ICT suite when you want to look something up, but you can do that at home. Feels like you can ask for help from teachers when needed.

	8
	Do you have to be reminded to do your homework?
	No, she wants to get it done to be able to go out with her friends and have dinner.
	
	Sometimes he has to be reminded because he’s either watching YouTube or playing Xbox.  Will get caught up and forget homework.  Wants to do homework but also doesn’t.  Technically could do both as could research on the internet to continue using ICT.  Does get reminded a lot and will say he’ll do it now but carry on playing.
	Gets nagged, but not always.  Mum asks if she has homework, but she tells her there’s no deadline and sometimes mum doesn’t make her do it.  Mum has now said that she’s had to do too much homework with her, and she has to do it at dads.  Dad doesn’t remind her as she doesn’t tell him she has homework.

	9
	What is your favourite type of homework?
	Any homework.
	Maths but doing it by choice, not being told to do it as homework.  Writing a story on the computer is ok but writing it by hand is not.
	Based around sports – drawing, writing, making things.
	Baking as she likes to do it with nan.

	10
	If you had the choice about whether to do homework, what would you choose?
	Taking it every day.
	Never taking it.
	Yes.  He wouldn’t take really hard homework but middle hard would be ok.  Really hard he wouldn’t be able to do which wouldn’t make him feel good.  Having one suited for his level would make him willing to do it.
	If it was something she couldn’t do, like hard maths, then wouldn’t do it but if it was watch tv, then she would do it.

	11
	Anything else you would like to say about homework?
	She loves homework.
	He hates it.
	Would like to be less craft as although he likes it, wants more art over making things.
	Would like something that she likes.  Would like input into the types of tasks through a discussion when they are being set.  Should do a story with illustrations as a task.










Appendix 16 – Year 6 interview transcription overview

	
	QUESTION
	CHILD Q (Y6)
	CHILD R (Y6)
	CHILD S (Y6)
	CHILD T (Y6)

	1
	Do you have any schoolwork you do at home?
	
	With Hwb, you have your own account and can access from home.  Was doing hierarchy the other day and hr didn’t finish in school so finished at home.  Didn’t have to but chose to.
	Does subjects in the house that he chooses to do because sometimes he gets bored so just does some maths to get better at learning.  Mum buys maths workbooks and he has to do 20 questions in an hour that mum sets because he asked her to.  Mum said that chess is good, so he plays every day or so with mum.
	Writes stories and chooses to do maths as she wants to get better.

	2
	What do you think about homework?
	Likes art and maths. Scared of going to comp, worried about getting lost.
	Likes the concept of homework, not fussed on doing it but will do it.  Likes going home and doing some work but thinks year 6 should get some more as they get one sheet at the start of term and have to do a minimum of 6 but there’s no urgency.  If it was every week or two then it would then be their decision.  Some people do wait until the end of term to cram a load.  As going to comp in September, he would like homework once a week to get into the routine of homework.
He would like to be more prepared, as it’s something you have to do and you’ve got to get prepared for it or you’re thrown in the river and you can’t swim.
	
	

	3
	What do you think is the point of homework?
	Doesn’t know, because they work in school.  She thinks it’s about taking more advantage in your learning to get a higher grade.
In response to child F comment about only being able to listen for 20 minutes asked if that’s why her mind just stops?
	You have 6 ½ hours in school, 4 lessons but not constant learning.  
Homework gets you prepared for the real world, gain different skills.  Scientists recently discovered you can only listen to something for 20 minutes before you have to do something else. Rotating activities like in guided reading – do comprehension, read, spelling, handwriting and boggle to help with this.
	
	

	4
	You have termly homework, so what do you think of this?
	Agrees with child F about the homework and liked it in year 3 / 4 when it was weekly.  Done 0
	He wrote on the questionnaire about having it more often.  They only do it through main terms, won’t have to do by end of this half term but next.  Done one piece so far. There’s nothing to make people do it.
	Like it because when you build things it’s a team effort and you get better at teamwork. Does it with mum and sometimes sister.  Used to have a month for large pieces and sometimes had maths and English every week.
	Enjoys it but it depends what it is.  This year’s topic of Egypt involves building a pyramid out of blocks, then write how many blocks used and how long it took which was good.  Has made one so mum is bringing it to parent’s evening.

	5
	Are there consequences for not doing homework?
	Doesn’t like the homework because she doesn’t like pharaohs.  In class it’s not this or that (choice), it’s do this.
	In the classroom you have to do the work.  At home, people have video game and just can’t get off them.
	Usually stay in at break or lunch for 2 days.
	Goes on display if you make something.

	6
	Which approach to homework do you prefer?
	New one.  Used to get topic, maths, English.
	Old one, but if it was done on the topic it would be better.  Could be building a replica of Tutankhamun’s tomb or something
	Prefers weekly because having less time, you know you have to do the work quicker.
	Likes it termly as you have time to do a couple but weekly you had to try and fit it in.

	7
	When you do the homework, has it helped with work in class?
	They’re all like crafts, so they don’t really help.
	He chose to do an acrostic poem, and used some information from school to complete it, but it didn’t really help with learning in school.  Some pieces in the past have, done something at home and looked facts up on google then came into school and used those facts.  It was a coincidence and not deliberate from the homework though.
	Thinks it doesn’t help because the homework tasks are just crafts, which is why he chooses to do maths and English by himself at home.  All teachers are very supportive and when you ask for help, they will do so.
	Doesn’t know.  It depends on the task because they only do art sometimes in school so drawing a pyramid at home wouldn’t help in school.  But if researching how to make a pyramid at home then it would help in school when talking about it.  Feels like you can just ask teachers for help when needed.

	8
	Do you have to be reminded to do your homework?
	Yes.  Sister, brother, cousin, mum and dad in the house and only brother and her have work to do.  Just have to be reminded and have to do it because if she does it and brother then start, they do it together.  Have same topic so can work together, was harder when had different topics.
	He’s got lots of hobbies and just doesn’t have the time or can’t be bothered.  Doesn’t really get nagged though. If parents say to do homework, then he will do it and may do two pieces then.  10 tasks and choose one to do rather than have one given to you.  Sister is in a different class with a different topic which is difficult as they can’t do it together.
	No, because he usually keeps his homework in his room and just shuts the door and gets on with it.

	She forgets to do it and just does it whenever she can.  Has to be reminded though.  Easier when she had a time limit as it makes you think you have to get on with it.


	9
	What is your favourite type of homework?
	
	Making things and ICT, writing up something on word, art. 
	Based on sports – maths or English as likes writing.
	Adding, writing, making things.

	10
	If you had the choice about whether to do homework, what would you choose?
	Would look at it and if it’s hard then she wouldn’t take it, would clarify with the teacher about what they wanted first.
	Would look at it and take it but he wants to push himself so would want some challenge.
	One million percent yes! If it’s really hard then it would be a challenge, which he wants.  If it was really, really easy then wouldn’t want it.  If it was English and had to write a story, then would challenge himself to write 8 pages.
	Sort of, depends on the homework.  If it was hard maths, then no.

	11
	Anything else you would like to say about homework?
	
	Mainly that they should have a bit more homework, mainly year 6.
	Want homework to get harder as it’s all crafts and he wants some more challenge.  Would like differentiated tasks – each task to have an easy, middle and hard option.  Wants everyone to be challenged more, not just him.
	Would like more of a deadline but not harder work, at least one piece each week.
























Appendix 17 – Staff questionnaire responses

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	ID
	Has the time to prepare and mark homework changed with the setting of termly homework compared to weekly homework?
	Does completion of homework enhance any of the following?
	Is the return of termly homework in comparison to weekly homework:
	Is the quality of termly homework tasks in comparison to weekly homework:
	When considering the statement 'Termly homework offers greater engagement than weekly homework', do you:
	Could you please explain the reason for your choice:
	Is there a type of homework task that has a higher return rate?
	If yes, please list:
	Has there been feedback from parents regarding the move to termly homework in relation to family relationships?
	What do you feel are the benefits of termly homework over weekly homework?
	What do you feel are the limitations of termly homework over weekly homework?
	Is there anything you would like to say about homework, especially in relation to children's attitude to learning and their wellbeing?

	
	
	Classroom learning
	Attitude to school
	Attitude to homework
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	No change
	Often
	Sometimes
	Often
	Higher
	Higher
	Strongly agree
	Children are free to choose homework that interests them.  Great range of tasks available.
	Yes
	Creative, practical tasks
	Lower stress surrounding homework;
	Children have more choice.
Can miss 1 weekend but still complete homework for the term.
	 
	Children in Yr 2 prefer the termly homework - more freedom to choose tasks that interest them.

	2
	 
	Often
	Often
	Often
	No difference
	Higher
	Agree
	Children have a choice.
	Yes
	Creative.
	Lower stress surrounding homework;
	More choice
	 
	 

	3
	Decreased a little
	Sometimes
	Sometimes
	Sometimes
	Lower
	Higher
	Agree
	The quality of some homework has been truly incredible - we would not have seen these projects in weekly homework
	No
	 
	Lower stress surrounding homework;
	Greater time to complete projects.
Less stress for parents as children choose which projects to complete.
	Some children leave it too long to start it - cannot time manage well.
Some children need strict time limit to adhere to, to get things done.
	We have seen children and adults so upset and arguing about completing homework.
My class (Y5/6) prefer termly.
Most of my parents prefer weekly.

	4
	Decreased a lot
	Sometimes
	Sometimes
	Sometimes
	No difference
	Higher
	Agree
	Children enjoy 'projects' that are more practical.  They really enjoy telling the class about their homework.
	No
	 
	Increased family time;Lower stress surrounding homework;Greater interest in completing homework;
	Better quality.
Children more engaged.
	Harder to track who brings homework in.
Harder to encourage.
	At parents evening, some parents still felt stressed about completing homework.  I try to reinforce it is about spending time with the family and children leading their learning.  Also - would rather parents listened to their children read regularly rather than homework!!

	5
	 
	Often
	Often
	Often
	Lower
	Lower
	Disagree
	Parents forget to do it whereas weekly is done / completed by the following week usually
	No
	 
	Not sure;
	More time to research first
	 
	 





Appendix 18 – Parent interviews transcription overview

	1
	Does your child enjoy homework with the new approach?
	Girl – she really enjoys it and is eager to do the homework and use Hwb on the computer.
Boy – not interested in homework at all.  Once school is over then it’s over and shouldn’t happen at home.
	Yes, as it’s new and exciting at the start, although after completing several tasks in a row it gets forgotten about.  Not being marked regularly like weekly means there’s no pressure to complete.
	Yes, as it’s less of a deadline and more of a choice

	2
	Do you help your children with their homework?
	Sometimes.  They’re a bit older and more independent but still guide them.
	She’s quite independent as she’s in year 5 so doesn’t require much help.  When son was in school, he didn’t want to do the homework and didn’t feel any pressure to do so without a deadline
	Help with some of it as some tasks are harder than others.  Son does all the craft tasks himself though

	3
	Does homework take up a lot of time?
	It varies.  The children are not forced to do the homework, it’s their choice if they do so
	Not really as daughter is independent 
	It depends on the task but generally they don’t take too long and tend to be done on a rainy day

	4
	Has termly homework reduced the pressure on Sunday nights?
	Definitely. Homework club was especially helpful for daughter to attend too and school always support with resources.  Arguments were often with son as you had to nag him and would drag him down and cause worries about school
	Yes, as previously it was always left until Sunday night and now being able to pick and choose when to do it there’s less pressure and arguments
	No pressure on Sundays when weekly as son would do it when it was issued.  Sometimes they don’t complete tasks now it’s termly, but son is good about reminding her about what he wants to do

	5
	You’ve experienced both approaches to homework, is there one you prefer from a family point of view?
	Termly homework as it’s removed the Sunday night pressure
	Weekly as it used to alternate English and maths and you got to see what the children were learning in school but now it’s much vaguer.
	Weekly because there’s a deadline.  With termly, they often forget and have to complete several tasks at the same time to stay on target

	6
	Have you seen a change in attitude to school with the new homework approach?
	Definitely in son as he knows it’s his choice if he completes it or not.  The homework has no impact on him in school so is happy to leave him relax after a full day of school
	Daughter enjoys termly homework more but hasn’t affected her views of school.  Son hated it and wasn’t fond of school either
	No impact on school attitude as son loves to do schoolwork and will ask for maths questions so he can show off what he’s been learning at school

	7
	If you had the choice, would you want your children to have homework at all?
	No, because school is school, and home is home and they should be separate.  Giving overlap means worries from school come into the home and home should be a worry-free environment from school
	In primary they shouldn’t have any homework.  Daughter has a lot of after school activities and only has a few evenings free so want her to relax and not worry about homework
	Yes, because it’s enjoyable to do the tasks together

	8
	Do you want your child to have homework when they go into comp?
	Would still like no homework in comp and school and home should be separate.  It should be a choice for the children whether they want homework as it doesn’t fit for all.  Learning is personal and homework should be too
	Want them to have homework in comp, although think it should be more equal between classes as different teachers issue different amounts of homework for the same subject
	Don’t want to have to think about that yet as son is only year 3 and last one to go through primary so holding onto that a bit longer

	9
	Anything else you would like to share about homework?
	Hands on, practical homework is better, although more ICT work could be included.
The dojo rewards for completing a task have no impact on son so that could be investigated
	No
	No

























Appendix 19 – Feedback to School X

I have had the opportunity to talk with children across the school during my time here, although I only spoke to a small sample of children from each year group, but it was an engaging experience for me to speak to such confident children.  The attitude towards their learning was very positive and they were all enthusiastic when talking about their views regarding homework.  The ethos of the school regarding wellbeing shows clearly through both the children and staff’s attitude and behaviour, and the importance of pupil voice shines throughout discussions with the pupils, while being clearly seen in the classrooms and any interactions between staff and pupils.  This was a pleasure to see as I have not seen this manner of interaction in any other school, and while challenging behaviour was exhibited, the method of supporting the child to move forward was supportive of everyone involved.

With regards to my research, across years 2 to 6, there was no consensus about homework either in favour or against.  Within years 2 and 5, homework was not popular while years 1 and 4 were very happy to receive homework.  Year 6 was the most interesting as while homework was appreciated, they were very concerned about their move to comprehensive and felt that more formal homework would prepare them better.  In my research around this topic, I found other schools who have reconsidered their approach and decided to stop all homework from Reception to Year 5, asking for 20 minutes of daily reading, spellings and 5 minutes a day on a maths app like TT Rockstars.  In these schools Year 6 continued to receive weekly homework because of their forthcoming move to comp.  Unfortunately, there is no follow up information to explain how successful this has been or how the Year 6 children feel about being the only year to receive formal homework.

Both children and parents agreed that the termly homework caused less stress at home due to the lack of deadlines, but also felt that this could go too far in one direction due to the non-compulsory nature of the homework.  Children who had completed one piece of homework in a term felt that the lack of consequences made them less likely to complete the homework the next time, despite liking the tasks available, while parents commented that the lack of marking caused disinterest at times in their child.  The children agreed that the tasks were interesting and when issued they were keen to complete them, but as time passed and there was no pressure on them, they forgot until near the end of term.  Interestingly, the parental view was against any homework as they felt that having a home school separation was more important to give children time to relax, and some staff agreed with this.  

While all children enjoyed the creative aspect of their homework and cited it as their favourite type to complete, with regards to continuing homework, years 1 and 2 want to continue with creative tasks, years 3 and 4 only want fun homework and years 5 and 6 were more focussed on whether the homework was at an appropriate challenge for them when considering if they would complete it or not.   While there were children who would quite happily never have homework again, the majority were happy to continue in some format.  When I looked at the homework tasks for each year, I noticed that the predominant task was writing, while the children’s perception was that it was all crafts.  In fact, for Year 6 the mix between research, writing, practical and creative were fairly even, therefore I have to assume that the children see the creative presentation of the task above anything else.  

With regards to the staff view of the revised homework approach, the workload has generally decreased but they only sometimes see an impact on learning, possibly because the tasks are under the overarching theme rather than specifically linked to a class learning objective.  However, the stress surrounding homework is decreased and the quality of completed homework is considered to be of much higher quality.  The choice factor was mentioned by pupils, staff and parents and it is important to all that the children have input into their homework.  The children were keen to tell me that they are involved in generating ideas for their tasks and this allows them to take ownership of their homework, which in turn impacts on their wellbeing in a positive way.

The views of the year 6 children about preparing them for comp with more formal homework was very interesting to me, as the demands of homework in the comp are quite different to primary, and it was clearly a concern among the children about how they would manage in the future.  It would be interesting to follow the children through into Year 7 to observe how this change impacts on their attitude to their work and school along with their wellbeing, although that’s a whole other research project!  However, realistically, it may be something that could be investigated further within the school, if appropriate.  

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to conduct my research in School X as I have been able to experience a school whose attitude and ethos to not only wellbeing but also pupil voice was wonderful to see, alongside a homework approach that enabled me to explore a method that I had not considered before.

Appendix 20 – Staff 2 discussion notes

· Wellbeing survey is carried out every term for pupils
· Wellbeing questionnaire is given to parents regularly
· Wellbeing is a big focus for the school
· Cwtch
· Knowing children’s triggers and the reason behind behaviour 
· Understanding the whole child
· Supporting staff wellbeing as well as children’s
· Knives and forks
· Year 6 children who help younger children learn to use a knife and fork and sit with them during dinner to support with this and model behaviour
· Some year 6 children sit with year 1 children in assembly to model behaviour
· Wellbeing day
· Each staff member plans an activity such as cooking, yoga etc and whole school participates
· 4 sessions over the day and children choose the activity they want each session
· Sessions include children from nursery to year 6 all working together to try new things
· Strong transition between classes in school and when moving to comp
· ALN children also have 6 extra taster days in comp to support their transition
· Weekly sessions take place with different groups of children such as low attaining boys, mat girls etc
· Asked the same questions that Estyn use to gather their feedback about the school and allow them to share their opinions and feel valued
· Used to have homework club
· Was well attended by both parents and children initially but then parent attendance dropped off and it became more of a babysitting service so was discontinued
· Changed homework approach a few years ago
· Used to issue weekly maths and English homework, home on a Wednesday and back on a Monday but parents were experiencing lots of arguments trying to get the children to do their homework on a Sunday night
· Did lots of research into the benefits of homework in primary schools and couldn’t find any, hence the change in policy
· Now issue homework termly by giving a list of 6 activities and the children choose which they want to do
· Found children engage more and produce amazing work which encourages the other children to do theirs
· Don’t have 100% engagement but it is improved on the previous method
· To support the children who may not have the resources or support at home, for whatever reason, the school offers access for the children to books, resources, ICT, staff support whenever they ask for it to ensure that all children can complete the activity they wish without any issues preventing them







































Appendix 21 – Staff 3 interview transcription

1. Have you seen a change in children’s wellbeing since change from weekly to termly?
It hasn’t really made a difference to wellbeing side.  ELSA deals with a lot of anxiety, bereavement, parent separation, so homework doesn’t impact on any of that.

2. So weekly homework wasn’t really on their radar with those issues?
No, it hasn’t affected ELSA as the target is completely different.

3. I’ve heard the school has lots offered for wellbeing – ELSA, Thrive, wellbeing days
We mix up year groups on wellbeing days and it gives staff opportunities to work with different ages.  Year 6 go down and collect Year 1 before assembly, take them in, sit with them, model behaviour.  Older children go on the younger children’s yard – select those who struggle with their peers to give them a role and responsibility.  Lunch time monitors support children with their knife and fork.  They have two older children with six younger children to teach table manners, cutting food.  The younger children who use their knife and forks competently will get a certificate for achieving.  The older children have lots of jobs throughout the school.

4. Is there much parental engagement with ELSA?
Not much but when the letter goes out to gain permission for ELSA there is an open invitation included for parents to come in and chat whenever.  Some take it up, if their child had a bad night or something happened then they might, but most don’t.  No discussions at parents evening with her but the teacher may say a parent is coming in if she wants to pass on info.  ELSA is confidential though, so children can talk openly and honestly about worries that they don’t want to share with their parents in case they upset them.  She’s impartial and the children are told that unless it involves safeguarding, nothing is shared, and this creates trust between her and children.  She will feedback to parents generally rather than give specifics.  Parents can pop in or make appointments, but only a quarter take up on this.

5. Can you add anything about the ELSA programme?
It’s meant to be a set number of weeks, but it doesn’t always work like that.  She does PPA and office cover too but with a busy school, timetables change constantly, and some children need longer as problem don’t just disappear after 6 weeks.  You can’t put a timetable on bereavement for example, so there will be some withdrawal but still check ins and she can offer more time when needed.  She might plan an activity but not do it as a child needs to talk about something else that has happened.  They are still getting support even if not doing a planned activity.



6. How many children are accessing ELSA?
There’s about 40ish children but there’s a new child or issue every week, which might be a check in or small group session.  Children are referred by their teacher, but children also know they can come to her when they need a chat.  She used to have a check in box and any child could put their name in the box and she would check in with them.  Parents can also refer if they have concerns – might phone or issues are raised at parents evening and comes through teachers.  Children may also come in and say they have an issue going on and have one or two sessions to support them.  

7. I’ve noticed that the children are very keen to speak and ask and answer questions
We have a lot for pupil voice such as school council, so the children are used to speaking out and working.

8. Anything else you would like to add?
On the homework side, if a child’s wellbeing is rock bottom then their work is affected, and homework is impacted.  We have children in split families who lose work between houses.  With the new homework, the children have a sheet with a list of things that they have 6 weeks to do – previously if it was due on Monday and the children did it at mums on Friday but came to school from dads on Monday they didn’t have their homework and would then be stressed when hand in time came so the new homework has reduced that stress.
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