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Appendix 

Appendix A 
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Observation took place in a school classroom. The classroom had 24 pupils, 10 girls and 14 boys.
The tables are set out in groups of academic ability. There us a little boy at the front of the classroom with a visual impairement. 
The class are learning about the investigation of a form of foodware, and writing sentences based around their physical object. The lesson focus is sentence structure and using problem solving and innitiative to form idead within their table groups. Some tables had a higher  nuber of pupils sitting at than others. It seemed that the session took place just beore break time. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

As a lesson starter, the children did whole class discussion on sentence structures that they wrote down on a white board. The teacher would then ask for hands up if they wanted to read their sentence to the class. The pupils were very engaged, and eager to receive the appraisal from the teacher. The teacher kept the whole class engaged through asking one at a time to read out the success criteria, and again the children were eager to get chosen, for the praise. 
A critical incident that stands out to me is the hands up strategy as a form of communication with the teacher. One child (Child A) was sat at the back of the class, on a table of 2 other boys, with nobody sitting next to him. He had his hand raised for the entirety of the lesson introduction with the assumption that he just wanted to answer the teacher’s question. The hands up strategy is used for a range of communication methods such as to answer a question, or to ask a question which could or could not be related to the work. An important factor to mention is that the teacher was giving dojo points out the children with high engagement in answering questions which is a form of high encouragement for certain behaviours. 

The task then moved onto table group work, with a physical object. However due to his group peers being the opposite end of the table, Child A had very little interaction with the object. His socialisation with class peers seems poor as he does not seem to be engaging or contributing in group discussion. He had his hand raised during the group discussion to ask the teacher for help with his work. This indicated poor relationships with the peers in his group as he could have asked them for help but chose not to. 





	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Hands up as a form of engagement
Hands up as a form of assessment for learning
The theories linked to hands up theory:
Vygotsky - a child’s learning environment 
Classroom management
Behaviourist strategies – praise for good behaviour. 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













