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Introduction
This research proposal will define the context, boundaries, as well as ethical and research concerns of the research, and will provide a compelling and convincing research justification. The theory of concepts is a way of looking at how ideas are organised, acquired, and deployed. The term theory refers to a theory in which we attempt to predict and describe behaviour in terms of beliefs, motives, feelings, and personality traits. It is proposed that the idea of group is a good example of how static images can imprison human thinking. When most people think of culture, they think of a sense of belonging, warmth, and comfort. Hermeneutics is a term used for those concerned with social interactions, linking individuals, and the challenges of understanding and interpreting them to explain things in the world (Blackshaw, T. 2010). This research proposal's goals and objectives are to investigate and assess the position of a community development officer. Both local third-sector organisations, communities, and volunteers can benefit from Development Officers' services and support. Development Officers can also be assigned to one or more functional lead positions (CVS Falkirk. 2017). The research's aims are to read and apply qualitative research and thematic analysis literature in order to plan and scope goals for the proposed project, as well as to learn and understand research ethics and tools.
















Methodological Approach
Qualitative and quantitative research
[bookmark: _Hlk72521247]Methodology is a set of methods used in a particular area of study or activity (Cambridge dictionary. 2021). While the distinctions between qualitative and quantitative research are well-documented, it is undeniable that both paradigms serve a similar function. The aim of study is to improve awareness in some way so that we can learn more. When conducting research, it is common practise to write a research proposal that outlines the research's rationale, what we want to learn from it, and how it might be ackieved. his study's methodological approach will take a qualitative approach, analysing human behaviour through observation and semi-structured interviews to collect categorical data and examine it for any patterns or main themes without the need for statistical analysis. A qualitative participant observation might seek to generate ethnographic information about a particular group of people's behaviours, social structures, and shared beliefs. Since this approach is less regulated and more interpretive, you may need to consider your role as a researcher and how your involvement and perception could have affected the outcome (McCombes, S. 2019). 
Phenomenological research
The aim of a phenomenological approach is to bring concrete knowledge to light and to classify phenomena based on how participants view them in their daily lives. In the human sphere, this usually translates to gathering inductive, qualitative data and impressions through inductive, qualitative methods like interviews, conversations, and participant observation, and then analysing it from the perspective of the participants. Phenomenology can be described as the study of structures of experience or consciousness at its most basic level. Phenomenology is the study of phenomena, or the manifestations of objects in our mind, or the ways we experience things, and therefore the meanings that things have in our experience. Phenomenology is the study of conscious experience from a subjective or first-person perspective. This branch of philosophy is then differentiated from and linked to the other major branches of philosophy, such as ontology (the study of being or what is), epistemology (the study of knowledge), and so on. logic and the study of knowledge Ethics is the study of right and wrong behaviour, while logic is the study of valid reasoning (Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy. 2003).
Interview styles 
Semi-structured interviews, unlike unstructured interviews, are typically performed in accordance with the collection of observational data and are usually arranged in advance at a time and place outside of daily events. They are usually structured around a collection of predetermined open-ended questions, with additional questions arising from the interviewer-participant discussion. The most common interviewing format for qualitative research is semi-structured in-depth interviews, which can be conducted individually or in groups. They are usually only done once for a person or group, and take between 30 minutes to several hours to complete. 
Interviews would be simulated and performed on Microsoft teams for the sake of the study, and they would last about 20 minutes. Interviews will be casual and semi-structured, with the interviewer armed with a series of sub questions and prompts in order to extract as much information as possible from the participants' living experiences, as well as to ensure participant says on topic. Individual in-depth interviews are thought to encourage the interviewer to dig deeply into social and personal issues, while group interviews allow interviewers to gain a broader range of expertise but avoid delving as deeply into the individual's experiences due to the public nature of the method.  Multiple participants share their insight or expertise on a particular topic in group interviews, which are often referred to as focus (DiCicco‐Bloom, B. 2006).
Community development research
Since the 1960s, community development work has been recognised as a method for addressing social issues, and policymakers have often emphasised the importance of public engagement. The previous New Labour government used the policy discourse of community engagement by encouraging "bottom-up" policies that encouraged people from economically and socially deprived communities to systematically study their neighbourhoods and perform service assessments. Indeed, the new coalition government is emphasising the idea of the ‘Big Society,' in which every level of participation and volunteering is seen as fundamentally beneficial (Maggs-Rapport, F. 2000). A Community Development Officer assists in the implementation of programmes aimed at reducing poverty and improving the lives of people living in underserved communities. The position aims to engage communities in finding solutions to challenges they face in collaboration with legislative and non-governmental organisations (Careers Wales. 2021).
Ethics
During the ethics review, data security concerns are raised formally. To use personal data in analysis, the researcher should obtain clear, informed consent. Although data security concerns are posed formally during the ethics process, the following issues are especially relevant to consider when filling out ethic forms. Personal data is any information about a living person that can be used to identify the person either directly from the data or by combining it with other publicly accessible information. Data security is a moral concern. It entails treating people with dignity and upholding their rights to privacy and the use of knowledge about them. At the very least, the researcher should make certain that study data subjects are aware of the following: what information you have about them; and how you plan to use that information. Written instructions should also be in place on how the data will be managed, processed, and accessed by the researcher. Researchers should take physical and IT protection steps that are proportional to the personal data's risk level. On mobile devices, personal data should be encrypted with a security code (Gov.UK. 2021).




Planned Data Analysis and Presentation
Thematic analysis
Thematic analysis is an easy, adaptable, and increasingly common approach for analysing qualitative data. Learning to do it gives a qualitative researcher a solid base in the fundamental skills required to participate in other qualitative data analysis approaches. (Braun, V. 2012). Braun and Clark developed a six-step method for thematic analysis, which includes the following steps: (a) become familiar with the data; (b) generate initial codes; (c) check for themes; (d) review themes; (e) identify and name themes; and (f) produce the report (Lawless, B. 2019). The researcher will be able to group data and search for themes once they have familiarised themselves with the data and created initial codes. The importance of codes cannot be overstated since they serve as the basis for themes. But what is a theme, exactly? A theme is a pattern that can be found in a collection of data. In other words, it's a theme or idea that appears frequently in your results. Organizing your codes into themes allows you to summarise parts of your data in a way that aids you in answering your research questions and achieving your research goals and objectives. Thematic analysis is extremely useful when dealing with large quantities of data because it helps you to divide and categorise large amounts of data in a way that makes it much easier to absorb. Thematic research is especially useful when searching for subjective knowledge like a participant's experiences, beliefs, and viewpoints, which is why it's typically done with data from polls. Thematic analysis can be approached in a variety of ways. There are suggested differences between inductive and deductive approaches, an inductive approach includes allowing the data to decide the themes, while a deductive approach involves approaching the data with certain preconceived themes you intend to find represented there, based on theory or established information., social media messages, interviews, and conversations (Grad Coach. 2021). Researchers may create a table overview after they've analysed the data, created codes, and established key themes.
Table summary 
	Participants grouped interviews
	Meaning and Interpretation
	Concepts and themes identified

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Research Planning and Ethics
[bookmark: _Hlk72706321]Ethics
The term "research ethics" refers to the moral values and acts that guide and shape research from conception to completion, as well as the dissemination of results, data archiving, future use, sharing, and linking. Although research ethics has a long history, beginning with medical ethics and eventually expanding to all forms of human research, it also has a long history of evolution and creation. Research ethics in the social sciences has recently broadened its focus to include consideration of benefits, threats, and harms to the researcher and participant as well as the university. The use of the terms 'benefits, costs, and harms' reflects a 'consequentialist' approach to moral philosophy, in which the implications of one's actions frame ethical practise, although this is not the only philosophical viewpoint used. 'Deontological' methods have also been used, implying that directed and rule-governed study can help to fulfil moral responsibilities. 'Virtue ethics' is a third viewpoint that emphasises a context-dependent and widespread concern with all aspects of a researcher's professional conduct, emphasising the importance of rigour in ethics reasoning with respect to the specific situations and phases of the study (UKRI. 2021). 
Preparing an Ethics form
 It is critical that researchers give careful thought to these documents in order to provide a consistent and concise description of all aspects of the study proposal, which will serve as the basis for obtaining informed consent from participants. A letter on UWTSD letterhead should be used to clearly clarify the study to potential participants at their level of comprehension. Declare the research project's title. Outline the research's goals and objectives, as well as the tools, processes, and procedures for collecting data, such as participant interviews. Researchers should clarify the research to prospective participants at their level of comprehension, as well as the risks to participants, such as possible harms, discomforts, and/or inconveniences, as well as the risk to the university, such as legalities and reputational damage. Explain that participants have been chosen and selected for interaction, that participation in the research project is completely voluntary, and that if an individual agrees to participate in the research project, they have the right to withdraw at any time, without explanation or bias. Explain what data is being collected and how the data will be processed in a secure manner. The plans, or future plans, for data release, as well as how, when, and for how long data will be processed, and who will have access to research data (University of western Australia. 2021).
Research planning
Gantt charts 
A Gantt map is a project management tool that can help with the planning and scheduling of projects of all sizes, but it's especially useful for simplifying complex projects. Timelines and tasks from project management are translated into a horizontal bar chart that displays start and end dates, as well as dependencies, scheduling, and deadlines, as well as how much of the task is completed each point. When there is a broad team with many people involved, this will help keep projects on track. It's simpler to see a visual display of the whole project, schedules and deadlines of all projects, relationships and dependencies between the different activities, and project phases since it's in a bar chart style. (Association for project management. 2021).
What recourses are needed? 
[bookmark: _Hlk72763622]Read literature to gain a better understanding of qualitative research and analysis such as,  International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education (Agree, J. 2009). International Journal of Qualitative Methods 3 (Groenewald, T. 2014). Research Methods Business Management (MacIntosh, R. 2015). Thematic analysis (Braun, V., & Clarke, V. 2012).
Potential Stakeholders interviews – Community councillors, Businesses, groups, residents.
Stakeholder Interviews – Community councils, Businesses, community groups.
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Conclusion
To conclude this proposal, the researcher should also set aside some time in order to  learn how to use technologies such as excel which will allow them to produce a better Gantt Chart. 














References
[bookmark: _Hlk72708757]Agee, J. (2009). International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education. https://doi.org/10.1080/09518390902736512 
Association for project management. (2021). What is a Gantt chart? Definition. https://www.apm.org.uk/resources/find-a-resource/gantt-chart/ 
[bookmark: _Hlk72764891]Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2012). Thematic analysis. https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2011-23864-004 
Blackshaw, T. (2010). Key concepts in community studies. Sage. https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=h3yTNP3oIOQC&oi=fnd&pg=PT1&dq=concept+and+theory+definition+community+development&ots=FG1n8Wj8tZ&sig=O-JbezrfYZNQGYoxAfOHPXeAGm8#v=onepage&q=concept%20and%20theory%20definition%20community%20development&f=false 
Careers Wales. (2021). Community Development Officer. https://www.lgcareerswales.org.uk/careers-a-z-en/c/community-development-officer.aspx 
Cambridge dictionary. (2021). Moethodology. https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/methodology 
CVS Falkirk. (2017). Community Development Officer Job Description. https://www.cvsfalkirk.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Community-Development-Officer-Job-Description.pdf 
DiCicco‐Bloom, B., & Crabtree, B. F. (2006). The qualitative research interview. Medical education, 40(4), 314-321. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1365-2929.2006.02418.x 
Groenewald, T. (2014). A Phenomenological Research Design Illustrated. International Journal of Qualitative Methods 3. https://sites.ualberta.ca/~iiqm/backissues/3_1/pdf/groenewald.pdf  
Grad Coach. (2021). What (Exactly) Is Thematic Analysis? https://gradcoach.com/what-is-thematic-analysis/ 
Gov.UK. (2020). Central digital and data office. Data Ethics Framework. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-ethics-framework/data-ethics-framework-2020 
Lawless, B., & Chen, Y. W. (2019). Developing a method of critical thematic analysis for qualitative communication inquiry. Howard Journal of Communications, 30(1), 92-106. https://nca.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10646175.2018.1439423?casa_token=7BLftAERiswAAAAA%3A9rZ1rxOjWUTOMjSNo7KHZOP1qw9mJ4sGKsYHtRUPpJzuqyeQhw9DPa-tPT7tXgGGbaLl9iwI280 
Maggs‐Rapport, F. (2000). Combining methodological approaches in research: ethnography and interpretive phenomenology. Journal of advanced nursing, 31(1), 219-225. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1046/j.1365-2648.2000.01243.x?casa_token=NnO_gAS__YEAAAAA%3AHe3sJBd5WQgAsem6-j2u06sFuLmR-HcV30jJ2KWr_tRrS-E_Jow6MboT5nQok750P2nmMLfpw3myjg 
Reading MacIntosh, R. and O'Gorman, K. (2015). Mapping Research Methods. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281236523_Mapping_Research_Methods
McCombes, S. (2019). Scribbr. How to write a methodology. https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/methodology/#:~:text=Methodology%20refers%20to%20the%20overarching%20strategy%20and%20rationale,choose%20the%20approach%20that%20best%20matches%20your%20objectives
Sanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy. (2003). Phenomenology. https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/phenomenology/ 
UKRI. (2021). Economic and social research Council. What is ethics? https://esrc.ukri.org/funding/guidance-for-applicants/research-ethics/frequently-raised-questions/what-is-ethics/ 
University of western Australia. (2021). How to write a good ethics application. https://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/human-research/good-application/good-application 
Warwick-Booth, L. (2014). Using community-based research within regeneration. The role of the researcher within community-based approaches–exploring experiences within Objective 1 South Yorkshire. Community, Work & Family, 17(1), 79-95. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13668803.2013.847059?casa_token=SN2T7qBl0BQAAAAA%3AAD6QZ2fLYIPOEBA_zvagukVSUjl7UNtmsY8-G6u-tPu80GY0mZTKfeu6IxX0ePjBqA2jPhiwexI 


image1.emf
Type  Start Date End Date

Read litreture Oct-21 Apr-22

Prepare Ethics forms Nov-21 Dec-21
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Select interview participants Dec-21 Dec-21

Set up teams meetings Dec-21 Jan-22

Thematic analysis Jan-22 Feb-22

Identify and interperate Key themes Feb-22 Feb-22

 Create Table summary Mar-22 Mar-22

Present findings Apr-22 Apr-22
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