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Introduction
This handbook will entail a set of ethical guidelines for early years education and care researchers or practitioners to support any outgoing research activities they may want to gather. It will show how ethical considerations are vital when undertaking research with young children and families and is designed to give out clear information and guidelines on ethics for those that wish to undertake research with young children and their families. This handbook also talks about the importance of voluntary informed consent when observing children in a setting and how the child has a right to withdraw at any time and also highlights the challenges and the importance of confidentiality and anonymity within a setting. Ethics can be confusing when working with young children but needs to be seen as a crucial part of observing a young child. Ethics ensures the well-being of a child also their welfare, utility and quality of life. 
Voluntary Informed Consent
The importance of ethical guidelines while researching young children and their families would include things such as voluntary informed consent. For example, if a practitioner wanted to go to a setting to observe a child as part of their research, a consent form from the parent of that child would need to be thought of. This shows that the parent or carer is willing for their child to take part in an observation as part of research. Not only consent from the parent or carer but consent from the child needs to be made clear to. The child needs to understand that by taking part in this research they aren’t in any trouble and also need to understand that they aren’t being forced into the observation and are obligated to refuse at any time. 
The consent form should include who the child is, also a signature from that child’s parent or carer agreeing or giving permission for the practitioner to use their child in an observation. An example of consent form, it should look something like this ;




(Source: sample forms)

[image: Image result for examples of a voluntary informed consent form]It should have a written piece of text at the top explaining why this consent form has been handed out, what the observation entails. It should include why the child has been chosen for this observation and why the research is being undertaken. The form will then have somewhere to fill in things such as what type of research will be taken place and also who will be observing the child. It will also explain things such as if the observation is ongoing and the child does feel distressed or uncomfortable that they do have the right to withdraw and the observation will come to a stop. Also, things such as explaining to the parent/carer that if requested confidentiality and identities will stay anonymous and making sure they know that all information gathered from the observation will be stored safely for that child and families’ well-being. The UNCRC (united nations convention on the rights of a child) Article 5 states the right of the parents regarding the child’s safety and welfare. You may need to consider different types of consent from parents/carers as they may not be able to read, write or speak English. Therefore, creating consent forms by using pictures or if they are not able to speak bring them to the observation so they are able to watch and understand what is happening. 
Dangers of no Voluntary Informed Consent
The dangers of not getting voluntary informed consent from children’s parents or carers could then result in not being able to gather all the information that you need as you aren’t getting permission to do so. Also, not getting a signature or permission from a parent or carer will result in going against children’s rights. The UNCRC (the united nations convention on the rights of a child) Article 12 and 13 states that the child is capable of making his or her own views and the right to express those freely. Also, the right to freedom expression, this right includes freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, either orally, writing or in print, any type of art or through any media of that child’s choice.
Challenges and Dilemmas 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some challenges and dilemmas that could occur during this observation for research may be that the child does not want to take part in the research, you may be able to work this out by the child’s body language and how they are acting towards you. Therefore, you need to respect their wishes and the research cannot be taken place. Also, thing such as if the child is feeling uncomfortable or starts to play up, you need to put into consideration how they feel. Another challenge would be finding out ways to gain a child’s consent, you may want to get down to that child’s level, play with them so they gain your trust and start to feel comfortable around you. Or showing them how the observation is going to go, showing them that it is fun to play and learn at the same time. The age of the child is important in this research, if the child is very young they aren’t able to give consent by themselves therefore parents/carers are asked to do so. This then links back to the UNCRC articles. If the child is a bit older, they may be able to give consent but might not know what they are giving consent for, make sure they are aware of this. 
Perceptions and Participation 
Harts Ladder (1992) links in well with a child’s participation as it is designed to serve as a beginning typology for thinking about children’s participation in projects. The higher up the ladder you go the more you have thought about the child and his or her rights. The bottom of the ladder shows manipulation, to manipulate a child into doing something they may not want to do is going against that child’s rights. A child may not have any understanding of the research process, hence do not understand their actions which is then seen as manipulation. 
Also studies like the Mosaic Approach links in well with the child and his or her participation. The mosaic approach was aiming to study and develop methodologies to include the voice of a child in the evaluation of early years settings. At stage one children and adults had to gather documentations such as diaries, pictures etc and practitioners and parents would reflect on it and say what they think. This approach was aimed to put together different pieces or perspectives in order to create an image of children’s words. After a review of listening to and consulting with young children it then provided a larger perspective on current practice, policy and research developments. 
Confidentiality and Anonymity
These two points are very important when it comes to the safety of a child. Practitioners must recognise that the child’s rights to confidentiality and anonymity unless parents/carers willingly waive that right. Practitioners must also recognise the child’s rights to be identified with any publication of their own work if they wish to do so. Keeping a child’s identity is vital while researching around them, not only for their safety but if you are planning to video record that observation, you need to make sure that the evidence is kept in a safe place where only you are able to access it. For example, Watson’s experiment. Watson took a child of a couple months and set out an experiment to see how the child reacted to certain things such as a dog, rabbit, mouse. That child had no rights and could not give permission to be a part of this experiment nor could he withdraw from it. Years on, the video of that young child is on the internet for everyone to see. Although the child taking part in the research may be too young to give consent, you need to be reading signs, body language on how that child may feel. 
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Informed Consent (Online Survey)

This online survey is being distrbuted insupport of a research project being conducted by
Joshua Mitchell in partal ulfiment o his Master's Degree i Leadership at Royal Roads
University. This survey is estimated to take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete.

Tide of Restarch Proect:
Principal Investigator:
Applcation;

Voluntary partcpation:

Your articiationinthseserch projectis compltely voluntary. You have therightto withraw from
the esatch tuy aanytime. Onle survey particpats canwihdraw at any time prirtothe
competon f the online survey by simly abandoingth suey.Onln survey paricgants may aso
kipany questofs tat they do ot wis toansver o haveyou esponses ncuded,peasecick the
“subit” buttonat the end of the suvey. Even fyou o ot want o join the tuy o ifyou withdraw
from thestudy,you il receivethe same benefs and opportunites tha ther emploees eceive.
Yourdciion ko wil ot jopardize your employment orncome at Kvantlen, Youshoud sk the
pinciainvestigatristedbelow any questions you may ave about i eseach sy, You my ask
Him uestons i the futuref you donot understand sometingtatis being dore.

This conentform explin th eserchstud you are being asked topartciate n. Pl review this
formcateflly and sk any questions abut the studybefreyou agretopartciate. You mayasoask
questionsatanytie fteriringthe stuy. S below o persosto contact,




