	Targets
	How you have worked on this
	An example can be found on

	Make synthesis and critical analysis and evaluation a frequent and consistent feature of my writing. 
	Throughout my assignment I tried to embed literature in order to support my claims where possible.
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	Ensure that I am not including excessively long extracts where a reference to the key points is suffice.
	I did this by ensuring to only refer to the necessary information and reducing the number of long quotations.
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Design and conduct a small- scale research study, and critically evaluate the impact of chosen research tools and data/findings on the learner and on your professional practice.
In order to improve teaching standards, it is imperative that practitioners conduct research so as to allow them to develop a clearer understanding of what works well in the classroom. The purpose of this assignment is to determine the impact of Assessment for Learning (AFL) on both pupils learning and practitioners teaching through the use of a small-scale research study. According to National Foundation for Educational Research, ‘Assessment for Learning (AFL), or formative assessment, refers to any assessment activity that guides learning.’ In order to develop my own teaching practice, my chosen research question investigates ‘What the staff and Year 5 pupils’ experiences with the use of success criteria’s when sharing learning expectations in the classroom are?’ STEM Learning (2010), references John Hattie who states, ‘The basic premise is that the students have the same idea as their teacher what is going on in the classroom, and what they should be doing as a result of this.’ Thus, suggesting success criterions are beneficial as it allows pupils to gain a clear understanding as to what is expected of them in order to succeed. The Welsh Curriculum (2022) states ‘The interrelationship between curriculum, assessment and pedagogy is key to supporting learners to make meaningful progress in their learning.’ Before carrying out my research, I hypothesised based on my own teaching experiences that success criterions would have a positive effect on pupils’ attainment. In addition to this, I hypothesised that it would make it easier for teachers to measure pupils’ progress and would be useful when self and peer-assessing. In order to carry out thorough research, I will be using the ‘Mosaic Approach’ using both interviews and questionnaires as research tools. During the investigation, I will be collecting qualitative data due to the nature of the investigation being to develop a clearer understanding of people’s experiences in the classroom. In addition to this, I will be using a combination of closed and open-ended questions, as this will allow me to gain both specific and detailed answers from participants, resulting in broader research. 

DeLuca et al, (2017) states that ‘contemporary research has primarily served to re-conceptualise formative assessment as AFL and provide guidelines, principles, and approaches to support teachers’ integration of assessment’. Thus, highlighting the importance of research in order to continue to develop pedagogy that will aid practitioners in developing pupils’ learning. Coe et al. (2020) references ‘The Great Teaching Toolkit’ and states that ‘the quality of teaching is hugely important to the outcomes of young people’. This indicates that in order to provide pupils with the opportunity to succeed in the classroom practitioners must use current research and adapt their teaching methods to meet the needs of the pupils as they develop.  In order to follow pupil development, it is essential teachers carry out assessment for learning regularly in order to ensure pupils needs are met.

According to Flórez and Sammons (2013), assessment for learning refers to ‘any assessment for which the first priority in its design and practice is to serve the purpose of promoting pupils’ learning.’ Therefore, indicating the importance of developing an approach whereby pupils’ requirements are prioritised within the classroom. According to Dylan William (1976), when considering ‘assessment for learning’ (AFL) it is crucial that we take into consideration the five main strategies that are commonly used within the classroom.

‘The five key strategies are:
· clarifying and understanding learning intentions and criteria for success
· engineering effective classroom discussions, questions and tasks that elicit evidence of learning
· providing feedback that moves learners forward
· activating students as instructional resources for each other, and
· activating students as owners of their own learning’ 
(Dylan William, 1976)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]William (1976) further states that ‘the “big idea” that ties these together is that we use evidence of student learning to adapt teaching and learning, or instruction, to meet student needs.’ In line with this The Welsh Curriculum (2022) states that ‘assessment approaches which enable the learner and the practitioner to understand where a learner is and what they need to do next.’ Harris and Bell (1986) support William’s (1976) theory and state ‘education and training should be aimed at developing the individual to the limits of his or her personal abilities in the context of the learning.’ Although this source is dated, it reinforces the idea that AFL has always been vital when teaching in a classroom.

Throughout the course of this assignment, I will be focusing my investigation on the effectiveness of ‘sharing learning expectations’. This can be linked to one of the five key strategies as coined by William’s (1976) ‘clarifying and understanding learning intentions and criteria for success’ as referenced previously. According to research carried out by Crichton and McDaid (2016), ‘teachers displayed a variety of understanding regarding their purpose, and some learners, while appreciating their value for revision purposes, also expressed frustration at the way in which they were implemented.’ This demonstrates that teachers have a better understanding as to why success criterions are used within the classroom than pupils do. Gadsby and Beere (2012) supports this idea and state that ‘sharing learning intentions is all about letting pupils ‘in on the game’’.  Again, ‘The Great Teaching Toolkit’ states that ‘Ensuring that rules, expectations and consequences for behaviour are explicit, clear and consistently applied’. This suggests that success criterion should be used not only when setting a task but when setting the classroom standards as this will allow pupils to gain a clear insight as to how they should act within the classroom. As a result of this, pupils will also gain a better learning experience as this should minimise any potential barriers such as disruptions. Although, in contrast to this, according to an article titled ‘The 4 basic elements of AFL’ (2014) ‘Pollard (2014) warns against sharing learning objectives for the sake of it.’ Thus suggesting that practitioners should ensure that pupils have a comprehensive understanding of what it is they are learning so that pupils are able to work alongside practitioners in order to create a success criteria. Not only does this demonstrate the pupils’ knowledge of a topic it also makes pupils actively involved determining how to succeed. 

‘Pupils’ progress is accelerated when they are clear about the success criteria for the intended outcomes and are able to judge the quality of their work and how to improve it.’ 
(Gadsby and Beere, 2012)

This further emphasises the vitality of ensuring pupils are clear as to exactly what they need to do in order to succeed as according to Flórez and Sammons, (2013), ‘one study reports that 78% of participants evaluate the intervention as successful in its impact on primary pupils’ attainment.’ Similarly, according to Jones (2005), ‘sharing information with learners will promote ownership of the learning aims and a sense of shared responsibility between the teacher and learner to achieve those aims .’ Thus, supporting the idea that pupils need to know what they are learning in order to succeed.  

Throughout the duration of my research project, I ensured to carry out a pragmatic approach in order to ensure I gained the most accurate results possible. I did this by designing my research approach based around the ‘Mosaic Approach’. The term Mosaic Approach was coined by Allison Clark and Peter Moss and refers to the use of mixed methods when collecting data. Clark and Moss, (2017) states that the ‘Mosaic approach is a multi-method approach that brings together different perspectives in order to create with children an image of their worlds.’ 

When collecting data, I ensured to collect responses from a number of pupils as well as practitioners. This allowed me to gain a clear insight as to the experiences and attitudes towards assessment for learning and whether or not they differentiated in any way. I did this through the use of both questionnaires and interviews, with Key Stage 2 staff being asked to complete the online questionnaire whilst I carry out interviews with the pupils of year 5. In total I interviewed four groups each with two or three people in each group ensuring to ask the same questions in the same order and only changing the wording of the questions when asked to do so by the pupils. In addition to this, I also sent out two identical online questions to practitioners.

When conducting research, it is important to consider both the potential benefits and potential drawbacks of each research method. According to Lambert (2019), questionnaires ‘are an ideal tool when we are confident of a high return rate and often work well with interviews.’ As I only had one day designated to collecting my research, I predetermined the use of online questionnaires when gathering responses from staff and tailored my questions accordingly. I chose this method in order to make efficient use of my time due to the staff having a better knowledge of terminology than pupils do therefore they do not need assistance and can complete the questionnaire independently. This also allowed me to collect both qualitative and quantitative data using open and closed questioning strategies. In contrast to this Lambert (2019), also states that ‘while questionnaires can sometimes produce very high numbers of returns, they are also notorious for low rates of completion.’ Contrastingly, there are also a number of drawbacks such as the potential for poor response rate as it is important to take into consideration how busy teachers are. Furthermore, the completion of the questions may not be a priority due to the heavy workload teachers already have. Therefore, my next steps to strengthen my findings from the questionnaire would be to collect more responses. This would be done by sharing the questionnaire to other year 5 teachers on a larger scale. Although, this may also have a negative impact on finding as there is no way of determining whether the people responding are practitioners in that particular field. In addition to this, moving forward I would also dedicate more time to interviewing teachers in order to allow me to collect more in-depth answers from them.

As well as using questionnaires, I also conducted group interviews amongst the pupils in year 5. Before asking any questions to the pupils I ensured to provide a brief explanation of the purpose of the interviews along with both a happy face and a sad face. I then explained that if at any point or for any reason the pupils felt uncomfortable and do not wish to advance then the pupils may show the sad face and leave. I also ensured to emphasise that pupils were not required to disclose why they did not wish to answer. When collecting data, in order to guarantee pupils do not feel pressured into answering in a certain way, I continuously reminded pupils that there were no expectations, and they were to answer as they please. I voice recorded all of the interviews I performed to ensure the data I collected was correct, then I generated a transcription for each and created a transcription for each one, making sure to remove the student’s names to protect their anonymity. Again, I made certain that pupils were aware they were being recorded and were comfortable taking part prior to starting the interviews. When taking into consideration the information I aimed to gather as a result of this research I ensured to script my questions accordingly including using more simple terminology where possible. As well as this, whilst carrying out my interviews I was able adjust and clarify questions if pupils did not understand the question. This allowed me to gain a better understanding of pupils’ knowledge and also ensured that I, as the interviewer, could sit and answer any questions pupils may have. In addition to this, it also allowed me to reword questions in order to meet the needs of the pupils who may be of a lower ability. This ensured that all respondents had the same understanding of the question allowing me to gain more valid and credible responses. 

Throughout the duration of the data collection, it was imperative I took into consideration the potential downfalls of my research. In regard to interviewing pupils, although there are a considerable number of benefits there are also serious downfalls such as the ethical considerations. In order to overcome these potential ethical issues, I ensured to adhere to the ‘BERA Guidelines’. I also completed an ethics form prior to carrying out any research which highlighted all of the possible barriers. Prior to carrying out ‘my research day’, I contacted the senior mentor at Ysgol Bro Tawe and included a detailed description of what the research entailed and what was required from both the staff and the pupils at Ysgol Bro Tawe so as to receive the necessary permission to conduct the research. 

My chosen research question was, ‘What the staff and Year 5 pupils’ experiences with the use of success criteria’s when sharing learning expectations in the classroom are?’. As a result of my research, I found that pupils associated success criterions with good practice and felt that they had a positive impact on their learning within the classroom. Moreover, the research conducted allowed me to gain a better insight into how the teacher delivers the success criteria affects pupils. In contrast to this, when conducting my research, I found that the response rates from questionnaires were extremely low as can be seen in appendix 5. This affected my results as I did not gain any primary data from practitioners. As a result of this, I was only able to answer half of my research question using primary data. In order to combat this, I collected secondary data that can be found in my literature review to gain a better insight into practitioners’ opinions of the use of success criterions within the classroom. As stated within my literature review, William (1976), ‘the “big idea” that ties these together is that we use evidence of student learning to adapt teaching and learning, or instruction, to meet student needs.’ Thus, indicating the importance of teacher and pupil collaboration when creating a success criterion as it ensures everyone has a clear understanding of what steps to take when moving forward in order to succeed.  

Additionally, I found that pupils had an idea as to what a success criterion is and were able to give a simple definition using some examples. My findings suggested that pupils’ idea of a success criteria was ‘bullet points of what you need to do’. Although it is clear they have knowledge of how they are made, they are not clear on what makes up a good success criterion. After conducting the interviews, I was able to determine that although pupils had different preferences as to what point at which the teacher delivers the success criteria, during the lesson introduction works best for them. It was also clear that all pupils preferred when the teacher repeated the success criteria. When asking the pupils to explain why, it was clear that it was because it helped them to remember what they need to do in order to stay on task. Thus, reinforcing the learning criteria. 

I asked for pupils’ thoughts as to why their teachers provided them with a success criterion and found that the majority of pupils were able to provide a good answer and were understanding of the benefits of using a success criterion. One pupil also stated that they often use the lessons success criteria when peer assessing as it makes it easier to do ‘I think, my friend thinks and my teacher thinks’. This supports my initial hypothesis that it would aid pupils when completing peer and self-assessment. 

Although, pupils required an explanation as to what a WAGOLL (what a good one looks like) is, it was evident that the teacher used examples often when creating a success criteria. This particular method may be even more effective if pupils were ‘let in on the secret’ and told what it is they are doing and the purpose of this particular task. Furthermore, pupils disclosed that they found working with teachers in order to assess an example or WAGOLL in order to develop their own criteria is the most beneficial. This supports the Welsh Curriculum’s (2022) statement that ‘assessment enable the learner and the practitioner to understand where a learner is and what they need to do next’, as can be seen referenced within my literature review. Additionally, the majority of pupils responded that they were confident enough to create their own success criteria and tailor it to what it is they are learning about, allowing them to become ‘ambitious capable learners’ as referred to by the Welsh Curriculum (2022) within the Four Purposes. This evidence suggests that most pupils that participated in the interviews had positive experiences in relation to the use of success criterions. 

It is imperative to take into consideration the significance of the results I collected. Although the participants in this group had similar responses, we cannot assume that all pupils have had positive experiences with this particular assessment for learning method. Therefore, although the findings do have some significance, if the research was conducted on a larger scale, it would have been more reliable and accurate as no two pupils are the same therefore you cannot expect them to have the same opinions as a result of their experiences. Therefore, the data collected during the interviews only provide a small portion of the image that is assessment for learning and although they do provide a huge insight into the experiences those children have at Ysgol Bro Tawe this may be a result of the teaching at that particular school. Moving forward, in order to combat this issue, I will ensure to carry out interviews in a number of schools in order to determine whether success criterions are the best way for pupils to ensure development. This would allow me to gather more generalised responses that would be more representative of the experiences of year 5 pupils. 
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