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Tareck Ghoneim 			HPCA7003 				Essay 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘A Critical Comparison of the Sun in three primary source documents’

This essay will compare and contrast the Sun in these three primary sources: Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. from Greek by F.E. Robbins (Cambridge Mass., London: Harvard University Press, 1940), Alan Leo, Astrology For All (L.N Fowler & Co, 4thedition, 1899, reprinted 1970), and Steven Forrest, The Inner Sky (Seven Paws Press., Borrego Springs, CA 92004, 2012).  By comparing and contrasting these three astrological primary sources this essay use three core themes for the astrological treatment of the Sun, namely; 1) The Significance of the Sun; 2) The Location of the Sun and, 3) The Sun in Astrological Signs.

Introduction 

The first primary source is Claudius Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, also known as Apotelematika, translated into Greek as ‘Effects’ and in Latin as Quadripartitum ‘Four Books’, or more accurately ‘Mathematical Treatise in Four Books’. Ptolemy (Ptolemaeus) was born around 70 CE in Alexandria, Egypt and Tetrabiblos claimed to have been written in Egypt around 120 CE. Tetrabiblos is Ptolemy’s book on astrology and is seen as a counterpart to his first book Almagest, also known as Syntaxis Mathematic, that focused on astronomy and calculations, compared to Tetrabiblos that examines the correlation and influence of stars and planets astrologically explained in a rational way. It is significant that astronomy and astrology were meant as similar disciplines and interconnected rather than separate practises as seen today.[footnoteRef:1] For the purposes of this essay, I have chosen Robbins’ LOEB edition, as he includes Proclus’ Paraphrase, that predates Tetrabiblos and possibly written by Ptolemy. Also, as Robbins focuses on the 3rd publication, rather than the second edition Latin version, is seen as a credible translation, as evidence suggests Tetrabiblos was written in Greek.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins (ed., trans.), Loeb Classical Library 435 (Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press, 2001), Introduction ]  [2:  Asger Aaboe, Episodes from the Early History of Astronomy, New York: Springer, 2001, pp. 62–65; Alexander Jones, "The Adaptation of Babylonian Methods in Greek Numerical Astronomy", in The Scientific Enterprise in Antiquity and the Middle Ages, p. 99.] 


The second primary source is Astrology For All, written by Alan Leo (William Frederick Allan) (1860 – 1917) born in Westminster, England, who became a devout theosophist and ardent proponent of astrology, to which extent he is seen at the ‘father of modern astrology’.[footnoteRef:3] The dissemination of Leo’s work through the Theosophical Society and contribution was, according to Nick Campion, in his book A History of Western Astrology Vol II ‘the most influential astrologer in the English-speaking world in the early twentieth century’.[footnoteRef:4] Astrology For All was written in English in 1899 and originally published by London: Fowler and was the first of a series of educational books on astrology. I will be using the fourth edition, reprinted in 1970.  [3:  Gavin Kent McClung, A SALUTE TO OUR HERITAGE: What makes a true astrologer?” Dell Horoscope, June 2000 pp. 66-77, <https://web.archive.org/web/20120717064946/http://www.solsticepoint.com/astrologersmemorial/leo.html>]  [4:  Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol. 2, The Medieval and Modern Worlds (London: Continuum, 2009), p. 222. ] 


The third and final primary source is The Inner Sky, written by Steven Forrest in 1984 in English. Forrest is an American astrologer, born in 1949, New York, USA, and is one of the founders of the school of Evolutionary Astrology. Evolutionary Astrology as defined by Forrest and Jeffrey Wolf Green uses methodologies that ‘specifically measure the growth of the soul from life to life’.[footnoteRef:5] The Inner Sky is the first of a series of his books dedicated to the understanding of Evolutionary Astrology  [5:  <https://www.forrestastrology.com/pages/what-is-evolutionary-astrology>] 



The Significance of the Sun

What is clear in these primary sources is that the Sun plays a significant role, however each  text differs in significance and uses of the Sun in their astrology and astronomy. For Ptolemy the Sun is of the highest significance, as he states in Tetrabiblos ‘For the sun, together with the ambient, is always in some way affecting everything on the earth,’ and therefore as Ptolemy’s astrology is based on the physical nature of the stars, to quote Daryn Lehoux, ‘earthly things co-moving with them,’ the Sun being the biggest star and therefore having the most profound effect on the Earth, thus becoming the most significant factor on Ptolemy’s astrology.[footnoteRef:6] As Ptolemy adapts an Aristotelian perspective, relating to the sublunar sphere, the elements: earth, water, air and fire, are significantly affected by the Sun’s movement, rotation, proximity, distance to the Earth, and therefore of paramount importance in determining his astrology.[footnoteRef:7] He explains this in Book I of Tetrabiblos with the four humors, as the Sun’s causal effects, creating heat-cold, moist-dry, determined through the combination of these humors, resulting in creating the atmosphere, nature and character of his astrological interpretation, mainly due to the Sun’s relation to other stars, planets, geography and environment. Ptolemy continues to ascertain characteristics such as benefic or malefic as a consequence of these combinations, and also determines masculine and feminine qualities, including nocturnal and diurnal factors in his equations, as well as introducing sects to expound his astrology, concluding that the Sun is masculine as diurnal, and strong therefore represents the father.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins, (I:2.p. 7); Daryn Lehoux,“Tomorrow's News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out.” Representations, vol. 95, no. 1, 2006, p. 108 ]  [7:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins, (I:2.pp.5-22); Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1. The Ancient World (London: Continuum, 2009), pp. 209-213 ]  [8:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins, (I:1-12. p. 7-71)] 

Alan Leo also sees the Sun as the most important factor in astrological interpretation, however he differs from Ptolemy in his use of the Sun. Tetrabiblos may appear, quoting Mark Riley, as a ‘scientific foundation for astrology’ however considering Ptolemy’s use of Aristotelian principles and adoption of the formal causes, the Sun’s significance to Ptolemy represents a Stoic perspective of sympathia, that the Sun’s effects create composition and physical experience, and therefore the use of Ptolemy’s astrology allows one to accept their fate.[footnoteRef:9] However, this was not the same use of the Sun for Leo’s astrology. Considering the historiography at the time Leo wrote Astrology For All, Helena Blavatsky major works ‘Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine’ and her creation of the Theosophical Society in 1875, profoundly influenced Leo in his mission to modernise and simplify astrological interpretation, and thus using the Sun as the major figure in his astrology, would allow him to execute this.[footnoteRef:10] In chapter III of Astrology for All, Leo explains the significance of the Sun as ‘The Sun is the centre of all life, force or energy, and represents the Positive and primal fount of all existence,’ this theme continues in his later works The Art of Synthesis and Esoteric Astrology: A Study in Human Nature.[footnoteRef:11] However, in Chapter III in Astrology for All, the text shows Ptolemaic influences, such as the Moon described as negative, as only reflecting light from the Sun, and seeing the Sun as the father and Moon as the mother, are astrological terms mentioned in Tetrabiblos.[footnoteRef:12]  [9:  Mark Riley. “Science and Tradition in the ‘Tetrabiblos.’” Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 132, no. 1, 1988, p.67; Daryn Lehoux,“Tomorrow's News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out.”p. 108; Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1. The Ancient World, p. 210
]  [10:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York: New York University Press, 2012), chapters 4,5 & 6]  [11:  Alan Leo, Astrology For All (L.N Fowler & Co, 4thedition, 1899, reprinted 1970), p. 10; Alan Leo, The Art of Synthesis (London: Modern Astrology,1925 [1st edn as How to Judge a Nativity, pt 2, 1904]) pp. 30-31; Alan Leo, Esoteric Astrology: A Study in Human Nature (London, 1925),pp. 126-7]  [12:  Leo, Astrology for All, pp. 10-11; Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins, (I:1-12. p. 7-71)] 

Steven Forrest also sees the Sun as significant, as in The Inner Sky, determines astrological interpretation in that ‘The Sun, moon and ascendant stand head and shoulders above other influences,’ however, Forrest interprets the Sun as identity, the self and therefore ‘the Sun in short symbolises the ego.’[footnoteRef:13] The magnitude of Ptolemy’s analysis, and Leo’s zealous ambition proliferating Sun sign astrology, may represent that Forrest sees the Sun as less significant in astrological interpretation to Ptolemy and Leo, however, if we recognise the discovery of Pluto that occurred in 1930 being a major factor in the creation of Evolutionary astrology, there was a new aspect to consider.[footnoteRef:14] Also, the integration of Jungian psychology occurred after Tetrabiblos and Astrology For All was written, a major influence to Forrest.[footnoteRef:15] Nevertheless, despite this historiography, the mind became a significant factor in Forrest’s astrology, and to quote Forrest, the ‘ego is the focal point of the mind just as Sun is the focal point of the solar system,’ therefore, in this respect the Sun is significant, hence the possible reason in Chapter 6 that the Sun is the first of the planets to be analysed.[footnoteRef:16] On balance, all three primary sources consider the Sun as significant in their astrology.  [13:  Steven Forrest, The Inner Sky (Seven Paws Press., Borrego Springs, CA 92004, 2012), p. 251]  [14:  Jeffrey Wolf Green, Pluto, The Evolutionary Journey of the Soul, Vol 1 and 2, The Wessex Astrolger Ltd, Bournemouth, Llewellyn Publications (2009)]  [15:  Interview with Steven Forrest by Michael Earlewine, Jan 1st 2009, Matrix Interviews <https://www.astrologysoftware.com/community/interviews/get_interview.asp?person_show=10>]  [16:  Forrest, The Inner Sky, p.122] 


The Location of the Sun

The location of the Sun features in all three primary sources and is relevant to their astrology. In Tetrabiblos, the combination of humors determine the planets to their relevant houses in the zodiac, as in the summer exhibits the most heat and light pertaining in the Northern hemisphere, therefore the Sun represents Leo, and the opposite regards Aquarius and Capricorn.[footnoteRef:17] With this logic, Ptolemy establishes Aries at the start of the Zodiac ‘as the male likewise rules and holds first place, since also the active is always superior’.[footnoteRef:18] Ptolemy continues to determine the degrees, angles, points using geometry relative to the motion of the Sun on the ecliptic, hence determining the Ascendant at 0 degrees Aries and Ptolemy is considered responsible for starting the tropical Zodiac in Western Astrology.[footnoteRef:19] The classification of signs, solstitial, equinoctial, solid and bicorporeal, take their nature due to the Ascendant, and therefore all of Ptolemy’s astrology is based on the location of the Sun.[footnoteRef:20] As geographical location is included in Ptolemy’s mathematics, regions will be affected, for example the East is associated with the Sun, therefore strong and vigorous, also depending on the power and nature in location of eclipses, therefore would also affect specific locations according to Ptolemy.[footnoteRef:21] Also, triplicities were also created due to trine aspects, meaning Aries, Leo and Sagitarius worked harmoniously together, although not practised in Hellenistic astrology, this claim became influential to modern astrology, Forrest in particular, creating a series of books related to these groupings.[footnoteRef:22]  [17:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins, (I:18-20. p. 77-88)
]  [18:  Ibid. (II:12 p. 69)]  [19:  Ibid. (I:12 p.64)]  [20:  Ibid. (I:8 -22 p. 45-111)]  [21:  Ibid. (II: 1-12 p. 117- 213)]  [22:  Ibid. (II:3 p. 129 – 161); Chris Brennan, Hellenistic Astrology Amor Fati, Publications, (2017), pp. 267-272; Steven Forrest, Book Of Fire: The Life-Givers (The Elements Series 1), Seven Paws Press, Inc. Borrego Springs, CA 92004 (2019)] 

In Chapter I and II in Astrology for All, Leo also explains the astronomical aspects of the Zodiac and location of the Sun, however the fundamental difference to Tetrabiblos is ‘the fact the Sun is centre of the solar system’.[footnoteRef:23] As Leo explains in Chapter I regards astronomy of Copernicus and Galileo, rejecting the geocentric view held by Ptolemy. Also, precise numerical, empirical data and scientific facts of planets, in relation to the Sun, is different in exactitude to Tetrabiblos, highlighting  Astrology For All time of inception and the difference in modern science and technology in the 20th century compared to Ptolemy’s time.[footnoteRef:24] The mention of Uranus (discovered in 1781) and Neptune (1846) reveals an obvious difference from Tetrabiblos, however Chapter II agrees with Ptolemy, that the zodiac starts at 0 degree Aries, at the Ascendant, similarly, whole sign houses are 30 degrees, that groups the horoscopes similar to Tetrabiblos, therefore, Leo uses the Sun’s motion to the ecliptic in the same way as Ptolemy.[footnoteRef:25] [23:  Leo, Astrology For All, p. 3]  [24:  Ibid. pp. 2 -5]  [25:  Ibid. pp. 6 -9] 

In The Inner Sky, Forrest adapts both Ptolemy and Leo’s astronomy, stating the rising sign and Ascendant at 0 degrees Aries, the left represents the East and that all planets are in motion ‘careening around the sun’.[footnoteRef:26] Forrest also agrees the signs are 30 degrees each, however, he explains the houses can be different sizes due to the individual natal chart’s local horizon. He also mentions terms such as interception and astrological nadir.[footnoteRef:27] Overall the location of Sun features significantly in all 3 primary sources, specifically as a necessity for astrological interpretation.  [26:  Forrest, The Inner Sky, p. 23]  [27:  Ibid. pp. 17 -25 ] 


The Sun in Astrological Signs

Finally, all three primary sources are affected by the Sun in astrological signs, however the significance in Astrology For All is more significant than the other two texts. Ptolemy uses the mixture of humors to ascertain characteristics of personality, as well as geography influencing people’s environment, therefore everything is in relation to the Sun. The power of eclipses, the weather, time of year and position of the Sun in certain signs will determine the characteristics of their experience. In Book III and IV he uses all of these factors to explain the astrology in the horoscopes. 
However, Ptolemy doesn’t use the Sun in astrological signs in the same way Leo does in Astrology for All. Leo uses the Sun as descriptions of personality and describes the personal character of each individual zodiac sign in relation to the Sun.[footnoteRef:28] He also creates Sun-Moon combinations, or polarities, clearly influenced by Tetrabiblos, however the content in Astrology for All represents individual parts, to be localised for the audiences own use, therefore personalising the content that could be adopted by the reader.[footnoteRef:29]  [28: Leo, Astrology For All, pp. 13-47]  [29:  Ibid. pp. 48 - 160] 

Leo’s influence can be seen in The Inner Sky, as Forrest continues the development explanation of the personalities for all the signs in Chapter 5, and all the planets in Chapter 6, however he differs from Leo placing less significance on the Sun, although places significance of the Sun in chart interpretation with the moon and Ascendant. Forrest does however explore deeper analysis of the Sun in his book Yesterday’s Sky, introducing the Moon nodes that correlates with Leo’s esoteric astrology regarding reincarnation.[footnoteRef:30] Overall, the change in direction in Leo’s astrology using the Sun in horoscopic personality has contributed to the development of Evolutionary Astrology, and therefore, modern astrology.  [30:  Steven Forrest Yesterdays Sky, (Seven Paws Press., Borrego Springs, CA 92004, 2012); Leo, Esoteric Astrology, p. vii. 
] 


Conclusion

Taking everything into consideration, it is evident according to all three primary sources, the attributes of the Sun have contributed significantly to the development of Western astrology. Even though each author differs in their style and motive, there are correlating themes, such as the location of the Sun and its motion to the ecliptic in all three texts, that determines the Ascendent and equal degress of each sign. Despite Leo’s shift using the Sun in astrological signs, Ptolemaic influences are still evident,  and therefore influencing and adapting to modern perspective of astrology. 
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