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	Aims and Objectives:
My goal is to:
· Analyse Inanna’s underworld and agricultural cycles as symbolic of death and rebirth.
· Examine the sacred-marriage (hieros gamos) ritual and its relation to fertility and kingship.
· Explore her dual nature as the goddess of love and war within imperial theology.
· Assess her ritual sacrifice as a metaphor for renewal and cosmic balance.
· Compare Inanna’s descent to the Demeter–Persephone cycle to identify shared structures of agricultural mythology.
This work will attempt to explore:
· How Inanna’s descent to the Underworld encodes ancient concepts of agricultural death and renewal?
· What roles Inanna’s erotic and martial dualities play in legitimising power and ritual authority?
· How her attributes are adapted in the personae of Ishtar, Astarte, and Anat?
· How fertility, war, and sacrifice converge within goddess cult practice?
· What parallels exist between Near Eastern and Greek descent myths, especially Demeter and Persephone?
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Inanna, the Sumerian goddess of love, war, fertility, and the underworld, represents one of the earliest complex portrayals of divine femininity. Her mythology expresses the cycle of life, death, and renewal central to ancient cosmology. Through her descent to the underworld and resurrection, she becomes the archetype for later deities such as Ishtar, Astarte, Anat, Aphrodite, and Demeter–Persephone, each embodying agricultural and spiritual regeneration.
As the focus of evolving religious systems, Inanna’s narratives reveal the tension between Eros and Thanatos, creation and destruction. Her transformation through successive cultures shows how the feminine divine mediates political authority, fertility, and cosmic order. The study’s rationale lies in tracing these transformations to reveal a continuous thread of mythic symbolism across the pre-Christian world.
This dissertation will examine how motifs of underworld descent, of agricultural renewal, of love and marriage, of warfare, and of sacrificial worship shape conceptions of fertility, sovereignty, and cosmic order across the ancient Near East and Mediterranean. Beginning with Inanna’s Sumerian origins, I will investigate her transformation into Ishtar and Astarte as imperial goddesses of war and of fertility, and later into Anat as a Levantine warrior deity. My research will trace how these archetypal features are reinterpreted in Aphrodite’s Hellenic context, culminating in the agricultural and the initiatory theology of Demeter and Persephone. Employing comparative mythology, feminist theology, and archetypal psychology, the project will analyse textual, ritual, and iconographic sources to illuminate continuities between Mesopotamian and Greek conceptions of the goddess. By integrating mythological descent, sacred marriage, and ritual sacrifice, this dissertation argues that the Inanna lineage encapsulates humanity’s enduring effort to understand life’s cycles of death and renewal through divine feminine power. The study seeks to recontextualizes ancient goddess traditions as dynamic symbols of both natural and societal regeneration.
The proposed outline of the paper is as follows:
1.	The introduction will discuss methodology while outlining the context, the rationale, and the theoretical framework of the goddess Inanna and her  relationship to the later goddesses Ishtar, Astarte, Anat, and Aphrodite as well as the Demeter–Persephone cycle. (2,000 words)
2.	This section will explore Inanna’s relationship in Sumerian theology to the cycles of death and renewal, as well as the agricultural and underworld motifs. (3,000 words)
3.	This section will investigate Inanna as the Warrior Queen and her Sacred Marriage as it relates to love, kingship, and warfare comparing the Inanna–Ishtar–Anat traditions. (3,000 words)
4.	This section will examine the concept of sovereignty, syncretism, and transformation in the Mediterranean as expressed through Astarte and Aphrodite.  (3,000 words)
5.	This section will research the parallels of Inanna with the Demeter–Persephone cycle in the agricultural mysteries as they relate to the descent and rebirth mythology. (3,000 words) 
6.	The conclusion focuses on the synthesis of findings and analysing the impacts on comparative religion. (1,000 words)
This study employs qualitative textual, iconographic, and contextual analysis across four cultural spheres. The primary sources, limited to authoritative academic translations, will include :
•	Sumerian: Inanna’s Descent to the Underworld, The Exaltation of Inanna,  and Enheduanna’s Hymns.
•	Akkadian / Babylonian: Ishtar’s Descent, Epic of Gilgamesh, and Ishtar and the Bull of Heaven.
•	Levantine / Phoenician: The Baal Cycle, Anat Texts, and Astarte Inscriptions.
•	Greek / Roman: Homeric Hymn to Demeter, Hymn to Aphrodite, Ovid’s Metamorphoses, temple inscriptions and imagery.
Secondary analytical methods will target comparative textual analysis such as the examination of shared vocabulary, structure, and symbolic functions. Iconographic analysis will include the assessment of artefacts, reliefs, and votive figures depicting fertility and warfare. Contextual Interpretation relating myth and ritual to social organisation, kingship ideology, and environmental cycles will be included. This analysis will also be limited strictly to pre-Christian polytheism (c. 3500 BCE – 200 CE).

	Short Introductory Bibliography:
Scholarly engagement with Inanna and her cognate deities spans Assyriology, comparative mythology, feminist theology, and classical studies. My belief is that Mesopotamian Foundations such as Wolkstein & Kramer (1983), Jacobsen (1976), and Katz (1993) provide authoritative translations and analyses of Sumerian hymns and descent myths. Leick (1994) and Harris (1991) contextualise Inanna’s sexuality and kingship within early urban religion.
Comparative Religion and Ritual Cycles are explored  in  Eliade (1958) and Frazer (1922) which situate death–rebirth motifs within agricultural ritual. Burkert (1985) and West (1997) trace the Mesopotamian influence on Greek religion. Detienne (1989) and Foley (1994) investigate the relationship of Greek fertility myths (e.g., Demeter–Persephone) as they are echoed in Near Eastern structures of descent and renewal.
The Warrior and Sovereign Goddess motifs are studied in Frymer-Kensky (1992) and Westenholz (1989) through the analysis of  Ishtar’s dual role as goddess of war and of sexuality, while Marinatos (2010) and Patai (1990) extend this analysis to Astarte and Anat. This martial feminine power represents cosmic order coupled with imperial legitimacy.
The Feminine Divinity and the Theological Transformation are argued by Stone (1976), Spretnak (1991), and Walker (1983) where they suggest continuity of the Great Goddess archetype covertly under patriarchal religions. Peach (2000) and Christ (1980) assert that these myths express female agency and sacred autonomy.
Collectively, the literature demonstrates that Inanna’s mythic pattern—descent, death, and rebirth—reverberated across civilisations as a sacred template for the cycles of nature and sovereignty.
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