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[bookmark: _Toc89769341]Introduction 
This report is written at the urging of the Dean from the Institute of Inner-City Learning (IICL) to find out if blended learning will be suitable for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education. The report represents an academic report comparing blended learning with traditional learning classrooms. The aim of this report is to help us to understanding which of those methods of learning is suitable for us.	
[bookmark: _Toc89769342]What is blended learning?
Blended learning is an approach to learning that combines traditional classroom (face-to-face learning) and online learning experiences. It requires the physical presence of both teacher and student, with some elements of student control over time, place, or pace (Alex Weitzel, 2021)
The main benefit of blended learning is that is safer in the learning environment. Nowadays the distance is particularly important for students and staff. With fewer students on campus at a time, institutions can realistically practice social distancing and ensure common areas are cleaned and disinfected properly between classes. Blended learning also allows institutions to be prepared in the case of COVID-19. 
[bookmark: _Toc89769343]What is a traditional classroom?
A traditional classroom is a learning space in which the teacher provides face-to-face instruction to students. Traditional classes are highly interactive and transmit the skills, values knowledge of social and moral conduct to the next generation. The transfer of knowledge and information takes place from the teacher to the student directly. The teacher can pay individual attention to each student and understand difficulties faced by them. This is usually absent in distance or virtual learning (Traditional classrooms have a schedule, and the student is expected to follow the same to learn a particular subject or lesson)
[bookmark: _Toc89769344]Pros and cons of blended learning in university education!
There are a variety of Pros and cons when it comes to blended learning in university education especially in this demanding situation where we need to keep a social distance due to the pandemic. As one of the pros of blended learning is fostering collaboration this enables students and educators to connect even outside the classroom. Through collaborative tools such as online discussions other tools include doing assignments, tests, and learning from online apps, the pro of this is that it will allow educators to track the performance of students because it will allow teachers to review each student time spent on a task, for example, it will allow teachers to gather meaningful insights from students' data generated from online apps. Online learning will be an effective learning method as it will allow determining activities that are effective, and which are the ones that need improvisation. 
· Although there are Pros to fostering collaboration there are also cons as online learning is different to face to face learning where a teacher is tutoring. Different students might prefer being tutored in a classroom whereas other students might like it to learn from home online. The advantage of this is that it will affect students' academic learning as some students might not be confident enough to say what they misunderstand and struggle with from home. Moreover, another con to fostering collaboration is that some students might lack ICT basic skills which will affect their academic performance but also their motivation to learn due to the lack of understanding about the online tools and technologies. This also will affect teachers as well. They would feel pressured because they would need to provide more support and more teaching to students struggling. Another con to this point is there would be a lack of supervision, teachers would be worried about students' motivation levels as switching to blending learning as there is lesser supervision as compared to face-to-face learning this will cause the academic performance of students to degrading due to the self-management; They might not have the flexibility of setting one's pace and this will lead to students falling behind.

[bookmark: _Toc89769345]Pros and cons of Traditional Classroom Learning
Traditional learning might enable a child to seem less isolated at moments. The learner may experience as if they are not isolated in overcoming educational obstacles and may gain courage as a result. In principle, traditional learning provides for teamwork and learner engagement. As a consequence, people may educate from each other and share their issues and unpredictability. These interpersonal connections can help with the creation of new ideas and the encouragement of creativity. Learners who lacked self-discipline prefer a study schedule that is consistent and easy to follow (Zhang and Zhu 2017). Conventional learning students are required to join sessions and study when necessary. It promotes the development of a connection between the instructor or moderator and the learner. This is particularly helpful in transforming it into a better rewarding mentor-mentee connection. Classroom instruction, on a greater level, encourages communication between pupils or players. The contact among stakeholders, instructors, and other respondents is more immediate and real-time in workshop instruction (Castro 2019). 
· There is no freedom to build a personalized schedule in an attempt to balance study and social or professional activities. As originally said, travelling incurs a financial cost. In addition, if the classroom is somewhat far away, time is an important consideration. You must determine if the journey is advantageous. A teacher's ability to construct a study regimen is limited that is tailored to the needs of each individual in the group. When it comes to instructional forms, conventional schooling is more constrained (Kharb and Samanta 2016). Occasionally images, movies, or discussions are not available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This characteristic may hamper understanding and interfere with a suitable study strategy. In the case of an outbreak that spreads through social interaction (both explicit and indirectly), schools get to be a probable area. Waiting distances to and from the training facility to the students' and facilitator's homes adds up to so many useless man-hours. If each member takes 30 minutes to get to the location and there are 30 pupils and one instructor, a maximum of 31 hours is squandered. Learning environments may create hatching grounds for useless talks, grapevines, rivalries, and disputes, all of which can be readily prevented using technologies in an interactive initiative. In-class instruction cannot always guarantee "sticking to the topic." Schools may also constitute a focal point for demonstrating power-distance among two persons, particularly instructors and pupils, which can inhibit information transmission. Other interruptions, such as poor illumination, noises, and unpleasant classroom environments, can also disrupt the educational cycle (Huan, 2016). 
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[bookmark: _Toc89769346]Evaluation of blended and traditional learning in the past and present
Blended learning is one of the substitutes for traditional classroom teaching. The expansion of the Internet enhanced the prominence of remote teaching and gave rise to new terms such as digital courses, e-learning, and digitally studying. Blended learning is a fast-increasing educational model throughout the world (Margolis, Porter and Pitterle 2017). The concept appears appealing because it allows for the survival of conventional modes, fashioned by millennia of academic practice and possessing a high level of human commitment, notwithstanding the desire to outsource many academic functions to new technology. New types of educational activities, such as commenting and discussing, are not well received by pupils, most likely due to their uniqueness. People are anxious and distrustful of new experiences they do not understand. Nevertheless, younger children are inquisitive and not so restrictive as to be uninterested in the application of ICT in their learning, and there is much data to substantiate this theory (Alzahrani 2017). Their apathy may be addressed by assigning them engaging, hard jobs and activities. Blended learning courses' effectiveness is inextricably linked to pupils' fair accessibility to technologies. Nevertheless, little research has explicitly explored whether or not connecting to personal workstations impacts learners' perceptions of blended learning effectiveness, or if particular numbers of children are hindered (Okaz 2015). Student contentment is an essential educational result that cannot be quantified using participation or evaluation records. While a scholar or instructor may deem a program effective if pupils achieve or surpass evaluation criteria, learner satisfaction is significant since it compensates for pupils' interactions with the program. Blended learning encourages learners to experiment with technologies and various educational devices or approaches, such as PowerPoint, electronic teaching, instructional videos, and so on. Blended learning raises educational quality and knowledge absorption simultaneously rendering instruction more effective and profitable (Baleni 2015).

Student involvement has three components: behavioural, psychological, and mental. These are generally largely acknowledged, while there is considerable disagreement regarding how they should be described and assessed most precisely. In principle, they are as follows:
· Behavioural: referring to the activities of pupils. For instance, student engagement, work completion, involvement in class discussions, or engagement in school-related events.
· Psychological: refers to pupils' emotive responses to their education. An intensely involved learner, for instance, may say that they were enthusiastic in their program and that they loved studying.
· Mental: refers to learners' mental involvement in their education. For instance, the motivation to go above and below the course standards, as well as the use of higher perceptual studying tools (Dong, Cao and Li 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc89769347]Recommendations
It is not sufficient for a mixed education to be successful if just the pupils and instructor connect; it is also critical that the pupils engage with one another. While this is simple in a traditional classroom preset, it is more difficult to set up in a digital educational setting. Various audiovisual devices and applications must be used in tandem to properly set up digital teamwork. However, once this is accomplished, students may readily interact and cooperate outside of the curriculum. The objective of a mixed class, just like every other school setting, would be unsatisfactory if it only consisted of lessons and activities. It is equally crucial to include assignments in the overall plan. There are technological tools available that may make this process very simple for the instructor. Others even enable administrators to present virtual projects in actual environments and, once the projects have been graded, create electronic modification tasks for the learners to examine (Nazarenko 2015). This is just one of the numerous instances that internet networks may help teachers and students communicate more effectively. Learners may benefit from their failures, which increase their capacity to absorb new class material. The majority of blended education programs fail due to inefficiency in developing the coursework. The program framework must be developed in such a manner that it combines autonomous education with in-person classes, and this equilibrium must include all affected individuals. Attending practical lessons may not be adequate because it may confine learners to learning just on specific days of the week and at specific times. This is a strict type of education that might not be particularly effective to pupils who have other responsibilities such as employees or dependents. Digital training, on the other hand, enables all learners, irrespective of their obligations, to participate completely with the class material because they could do that on their terms and with their particular speed (Shantakumari and Sajith 2015). Virtual education administration platforms can help to speed the education experience even more by enabling pupils and educators to utilize chats to discuss class material that learners may consider difficult. It is critical to guarantee that the correct individuals are involved with the virtual classrooms, especially at the start. It will be quite impossible for a pupil to accomplish all of the internet classes on their own without the assistance of professors who can steer them on the correct path in regards to how to begin. Blended learning is one of the greatest alternatives for learners and educators seeking the ideal dynamic education experience which is both adaptable and responsive. However, for it to be effective, dynamic and dynamic coursework must be at the heart of the plan (Anthony 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc89769348]Conclusion
Professional competencies, such as ICT abilities, critical analysis, and informational handling abilities, are vitally required. These skills may and must be cultivated through using technology in pupils' education and development. Younger children are receptive and adaptable to technological advances, which can be used to encourage them to employ technology for education. Blended learning has considerable potential for teachers. Education that is both efficient and of high value will no more be constrained to the four walls of a room. Although blending may be a very productive and practical method of education, it is critical to recognize that a good educational process necessitates excellent value in all parts of the educational process classroom discussion. Hence, while blended education has various benefits over other types of education, it is not preferable to conventional face-to-face education. Furthermore, the paper has been prepared to comprehend how blended teaching contributes to the existing pedagogical structure and may infer that blended teaching has transformed the way individuals are trained nowadays. Blended education approaches face considerable obstacles such as the cost of technologies, insufficient education, technological concerns, the necessity to modify curriculum for blended education, lower enthusiasm, and weaker interactions among learners and educators.
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13. My writing skills have improved as a
result of this course 2.33 2.30 0.88

14. My analytical skills have improved as
a result of this course 3.85 3.25 0.04

15. My interpersonal skills have improved
as a result of this course 3.20 2.80 0.24

16. My computer skills have improved as
a result of this course 3.30 2.50 0.01

17. I am confident in determining what is

relevant in solving problems. 3.93 4.28 0.20





