How might the Code of Ethics serve to prevent professional misconduct and boost public trust in the police? (1000 words)
The police force is critical to the maintenance of peace and order in society. However, incidents of professional wrongdoing have tragically damaged the reputation of law enforcement institutions. To address this issue, the police have created an ethics Code. The purpose of this essay is to investigate how the Code of Ethics (COE) might effectively minimise instances of professional misconduct while also increasing public trust in the police.
To begin, it is critical to comprehend what the Code of Ethics is and how the police use it. In 2014, the College of Policing published the ( Code of Ethics,2014) "the exemplary standards and behaviours for everyone who works in policing, There are 10 standards of professional behaviour and 9 policing principles that are at the heart of the Code of Ethics, the principles of honesty, truthfulness and ethical decision making instil the values required to resist corruption and unethical behaviour. The standards are upheld by the Professional Standards Department (PSD).
COE serves as a valuable tool for training and educating police officers. It helps raise awareness about ethical issues, dilemmas, and the proper ways to handle them, by incorporating ethical training into the curriculum, officers can develop a strong moral compass, enabling them to make sound decisions in challenging situations. This improved training not only reduce the likelihood of misconduct but also empowers officers to act in a manner that upholds public trust.
The COE fosters accountability and transparency by holding officers accountable for their actions. The principles of accountability and transparency guarantee that officers are aware of the implications of their actions and are aware that the public has access to the information. According to (Luke Staddon,2021), the Independent Office for Police (IOPC) was established in 2018 to ensure that members of the public had the ability to file a complaint if they were dissatisfied with the service given or believed the police acted unethically.
One of the COE's most notable advantages is its ability to combat professional misbehaviour within the police force. The code promotes fair behaviour, inhibits misuse of power, and prohibits unethical behaviour. After being referred by the IOPC, former West Mercier Police Officer PC Benjamin Monk was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 8 years in jail in 2021. The jury determined that he acted unethically when he tasered Dalian Atkinson in 2016, who was tasered six times longer than the normal limit and kicked twice. (SkyNews, 2023) Cases like this highlight to the public that police are required to adhere the COE and not abuse their power which can help boost public perception.
The COE has helped transform the police from an organisation that acts professionally to a professional organisation an organization, however for all the good the Code of Ethics promotes, public trust is an ongoing battle for the police. (Katerina Duran Mynenko and Keith Ditcham, 2022) states that public trust is not only how the police perform but also about how the people perceive they are treated by police, statistics show that public confidence is down from 62% in 2017 – 55% in 2020, this is largely down to events such as the Sarah Everhard case and Black Lives Matter. With that being said (GOV.uk,2022) shows that there is 135,301 police officers in England and Wales and there was only 701 Police officers refereed to IOPC for conduct matters. This highlights that number of officers who get reported for misconduct is very low and highlights that you rarely see news articles about the good work officers have done at is expected by the public that they act in a professional manner at all times.



(GOV.uk, 2023) have recently stated that the hierarchy of the police force understand public confidence is currently low and have made changes to help combat this. The Police force have recently introduced higher vetting standards with anyone who falls below the standards set out by the COE will not be allowed to pursue a career in the police force, the report shows that there is an expectance from the hierarchy in police forces across the board that public trust is currently at a low point and needs to restored.
(College of Policing, 2023) states that law enforcement would be practically impossible without the support of the public. Put simply, without the active support of the communities it serves, the police force would not be able to continue operating. Andy Myhill and Ben Bradford, 2012) stated that it is much easier for police to damage public perception than it is to improve it, however trust can be gained by treating people fairly, engaging with the public and carrying out foot patrols. This enables the public to see first-hand the work the police are doing.
Crime and Policing minister, Chris Philp recently stated that the police will investigate every crime that has a reasonable lead and tackle offences such as theft and shoplifting which have recently been overlooked and perceived by the public to be offences that police forces do not take as serious as other crimes. (news.npcc, 2023) one of the aims is to drive down criminal behaviour and rebuild public confidence.
In conclusion, The Code of Ethics' implementation is a crucial instrument for lowering instances of professional misconduct and raising public trust in law enforcement. By utilising disciplinary bodies like PSD and independent services such as the IOPC, together with values like integrity, accountability, transparency, and professionalism, the force can promote a culture of moral behaviour. The Framework provided by the Code of Ethics not only strengthens the integrity of individual officers but also helps to improve the reputation of the police force. Ultimately this leads to greater public trust and confidence in the police.
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How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders?
A multi-agency strategy to dealing with violent and sexual offenders is usually recognised as a successful way of dealing with the various challenges that come with dealing with a violent and sexual offender This strategy calls for collaboration and coordination across numerous agencies. This includes police, probation, and jail services. The primary goal is to improve public safety and reduce the danger of reoffending. This essay will explore the effectiveness of a multi-agency approach in managing violent and sexual offenders. 
The police work with numerous agencies that fall under the umbrella of MAPPA (multi agency public protection arrangements. MAPPA was introduced in 2001 with the aim of improving agency collaboration. Police, probation, and prison service worked together to create MAPPA which service such as NHS and local authorities adhere too, MAPPA allows agencies to manage high risk offenders. (College Of Policing 2023)
There are three types of categories of management, the first category being, registered sexual offenders can be managed by one agency. The second category includes violent offenders that have been convicted of a violent offence and sentenced to more than 12 months in prison, these need to be managed by police and probation. The third and final category include other dangerous offenders that require to be managed by multi agency and dynamical risk assessed. (Jane Wood, 2007)
Before MAPPA, in 2000, the one-year proven reoffending rate for violent and unregistered sexual offenders was 26%; however, by 2004, that rate had dropped to 23%. Between 2000 and 2010, the percentage of service users who reoffended decreased from 29% to 16% for those who presented the highest risk of serious injury. Chief Inspector of probation Justin Russel stated that “Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements, when properly implemented can add significant value to the effective monitoring and management of high-risk offenders. (Justiceinspectorates,2021)
(Richard Taylor, 2019) States that America came up with the idea of Megan’s law in 1994 after a 7year old girl was raped and murdered in 1994 by a known paedophile, calls for a similar law in UK after girl called Sara Payne was killed in 2000, Sarah’s Law was rolled out across England and Wales in 2011. The law allows parents to request details about a person who has access to their children, it allows the parents to find out whether the person has any previous sex offence convictions. 
(Laura Woods and Louise Porter, 2018) stated Only about 20% of sex offences are committed by strangers; the great majority of these crimes are committed by someone who knows the victim, thus highlighting the importance of being allowed to share relevant information with relevant people to help protect people against those who are known by services, to be violent and sexual offenders.
The police, prison service, and the probation service are the responsible authorities (RAs). It is the responsibility of the RAs to make sure that the dangers posed by offenders are properly evaluated and handled. In terms of MAPPA, the RA in charge of the offender's management is also referred to as the "lead agency." In order to correctly detect risk, this management will require adequate information sharing. (College Of Policing 2023)”
It is critical that information regarding violent and sexual offenders be shared accurately, available, and accessible to all partner agencies. This has been made much easier by the introduction of VISOR (the Violent and Sex Offender Register). Prior to VISOR's introduction in 2004, probation departments and individual police forces relied on a variety of local systems that did not allow information to be shared with partner agencies. This made it more difficult to track offenders as they moved across different sectors and the necessary information was not shared. (David Edwards, 2023).
The number of sexual offenders in England and Wales is increasing each year, NPCC 2017 reported that the number has increased by 7% between the years 2006/07 - 2016 the number of sexual offenders in 2006/2007 was 30,416 and it has risen to 52,00 in 2016, the statics posted by crime survey England & Wales shows that this number continues to grow (ons 2022). These numbers show the volume of sexual offenders the police, prison, and probation service handle, it's critical that they appropriately manage each defender's risk. Officers can now manage the risk posed by offenders by following the guidelines offered by the College of Policing 2017. Establishing the risk variables is the first stage in identifying those who offer a substantial risk. This can be accomplished by compiling data from a variety of sources, including VISOR and MAPPA. Departmental communication. Officers must respond quickly and exchange information via VISOR, NICHE, a computer system, if they learn of information about a sexual offender and it appears that the offender poses a threat to the victim or anyone else. (NPCC 2017).
In conclusion police deal with a high amount of violent and sexual offenders from reports shown the amount increasing each year, it is an impossible task for officers alone to manage these offenders and require help from partner agencies. MAPPA has been vital in being able to manage these offenders and introduce early intervention to prevent reoffending. MAPPA allows agencies such as police, prison and probation services share information that is relevant to each offender and regularly updated. It provides clear guidance on how to manage offenders. VISOR is also a vital tool that has improved the management of offenders compared to how it was previously setup.
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To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? Your answer must be based on academic research into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people.
Serious and organised crime (SOC) constitute a substantial danger to society, making it critical to understand the variables that lead to people becoming victims. The 'lifestyle' theory is one theoretical framework that has received attention in this area. This essay aims to explore the extent to which lifestyle theory accurately reflects the vulnerabilities of individuals to becoming victims of serious and organized crime. Drawing on academic research into psychological and socio-economic characteristics.
It is important to understand what is meant by “lifestyle theory” this is described by (Brian William, 2023) as person creating and increasing the likelihood of becoming a victim of crime by making certain choices, for example a person who goes out drinking gets intoxicated which results in inhibitions being lowered and vulnerability is increased due a person not being as aware and conscious of their surroundings as they normally would, which increases the risk of being attacked by a predator looking to take advantage of the situation. A person making the decision to walk down a street with poor or lighting on their own at night after drinking excessively. Another example of this would be a child hanging around with a stranger and is an adult which puts them at risk of exploitation.
Another theory of victimisation is routine theory this was developed by Cohen and Felon who state three variables must align for a crime to occur, number 1 is suitable target, number 2 is motivated offender and number 3 which is absence of a capable guardian, (College of Policing 2013) an example of this would be a person walking down the road with their phone in their hand in an area which numerous thefts have occurred paying no zero attention to their surroundings and completely unaware of risk of becoming a victim of theft.
When you look at the research around lifestyle theory it becomes more apparent to see how people become a victim of serious and organised crime, according to lifestyle theory, some lifestyle choices render people more vulnerable to being victims of serious and organised crime. It contends that those who participate in high-risk behaviours, such as drug misuse, unlawful activities, or affiliation with criminal networks, are more likely to become targets. Furthermore, socioeconomic hardship, lack of education, and limited access to resources are believed to increase vulnerability. 
County Lines is an example of how gang members target young children and abuse their weaknesses. County lines is a kind of criminal exploitation that is frequent among children. Criminals entice youngsters into drug peddling by befriending them online or offline. The 'lines' are mobile phones used to manage a young person who is distributing drugs, often to locations beyond their home county.  (Nigel Stone, 2018). 
(Gov.uk 2023) demonstrates that gangs are known to target vulnerable children and adults, and it discusses how a person can become more vulnerable. A student who has been expelled from school and has no other options. Growing up as a child, being a victim of neglect, physical or sexual abuse, Instability in the household, experiencing crime at a young age, disabilities, either mental or physical. Social isolation or social difficulties, as well as seeing others make money from crime, can all influence a person's attitude on life.


All these factors can make a person more vulnerable to being coerced into a life of crime, (Claire Kendall and Jeremy Cooke, 2022) stated an 11 year old called Nicol that was involved in county lines, the article starts by describing the horrific things Nicole has witnessed at an early age such as someone getting stabbed over £20, Nicole had a troubled upbringing, from sleeping on just a mattress in a room to having to shower at school due to her mum not being able to afford the bill. Nicole was coerced by a gang who prayed on these vulnerabilities by promising her a new bed, clothes and money to help her mother pay the bills, Nicole would transfer money from Newcastle across the country. An 11 year old carrying large amounts of money across the country delivering to people who are much older than herself and possess a serious risk to her greatly increase her vulnerability.
Children being involved in country lines has a massive impact on their life. (James Windle,2020) outlines some of impact in can have on bother their health and wider impacts. Physical and sexual violence and abuse, causing physical injuries and emotional harm, isolation from peers or social networks, which can lead to self-harm and significant decline in the child’s emotional wellbeing. negative impact on child’s future, missing school to undertake criminal activities or spending less time studying. high-risk drinking, underage sex and teenage pregnancy, involved in drug use.
(David Finkelhor,; Nancy L,  Asdigian, 1996) suggests that lifestyle theory has limits. It focuses only on the victim's decisions and behaviours, ignoring the larger structural causes that lead to their susceptibility. Poverty, inequality, and social marginalisation are all important predictors of SOC victimisation. Individuals living in disadvantaged locations with few job opportunities are more likely to participate in illegal activities or link with criminal networks as a method of survival. 
(Travic C Pratt, 2015) states that lifestyle theory may ignore the role of extrinsic variables like familial history and social networks in determining an individual's susceptibility to SOC victimisation. Individuals who originate from dysfunctional households, have a history of abuse, or lack good role models are more likely to be pulled into criminal activities. These outside factors may have a substantial effect on an individual's decisions and behaviours, making them prone to SOC victimisation.
In conclusion, lifestyle theory sheds light on the connection between personal decisions and susceptibility to serious and organised crime. It should, however, be seen as one of several elements that contribute to a person's sensitivity. Vulnerability is determined by psychological traits, socioeconomic conditions, and situational situations. To fully understand vulnerability to serious and organised crime, it is necessary to consider the broader context of systemic inequalities and structural factors that impact individuals' lives.
1042 Words








Why is a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources?
A collaborative approach is often regarded as the most effective method of reducing re-offending. A partnership strategy may address the complex and numerous causes that lead to criminal behaviour by bringing together diverse stakeholders such as criminal justice agencies, community organisations, and social care providers. This essay will discuss the benefits of a partnership approach in preventing re-offending and provide evidence from academic sources to support this argument.
It is critical to comprehend the elements that contribute to an offender's reoffending. There are several reasons why individuals reoffend, some of them are as follows: Prior offending - Perhaps the most crucial factor, criminals serving their first prison term are less likely to be reconvicted upon release than those with a complicated criminal history. It has been found that criminals who committed crimes such as theft, robbery, and burglary are more likely to re-offend than those who committed crimes such as fraud and car related offences. Drug usage, housing, and employment - Prior to completing their jail sentence, criminals who were homeless or housed in temporary housing had a larger likelihood of committing new crimes after being released than those who had more permanent housing. Addicts who use class A narcotics are more prone to reoffend. Factors in Early Childhood - A youngster who is expelled from school or does not attend school is more likely to reoffend. 2013 (Webster).
It is proven that early intervention is key in preventing reoffending, Out of court disposals have be been a proven method to prevent re-offending, it helps minimise the risk of being introduced into the criminal justice system and provide them with the sufficient support they need, it allows authorities to divert support paths such mental health or substance addiction treatment. (Gov.uk,2022)
A disposal that has been proven in reducing reoffending is the Restorative Justice disposal, this a course of actions that doesn’t involve the criminal justice system and allows the offender to take responsibility for their actions RJ entails clearly defined exchanges between the offender and the victim, which can bring victims justice and motivate criminals to accept responsibility for their crimes, can assist rebuild the victim's dignity and loss. RJ process can assist victims regain control of their situation and offenders be reintegrated back into society, preventing them from reoffending. (
Heather Strang, Lawrence W, 2013)
The Women's Pathfinder Whole System Approach assists female offenders with issues such as alcohol and substance abuse, mental health difficulties, and restoring family connections through early intervention and tailored treatment. It’s sole aim is to reduce the reoffending and keep women out of the criminal justice system. (Emma Sheeran,) To put into context how successful early intervention can be, (iomcymru,2023) released the following statistics, 1400 women have been diverted away from the criminal justice system and showed a reduction of 26% in re-offending.
There is a massive correlation between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and prolific offenders. Research has evidenced that early childhood experiences can have a huge impact on an individual’s life unfolds, if a child has been subjected to physical or mental abuse, grown up in a household that has been associated with crime or been around drug/alcohol misuse, the trauma they experience from this can follow them into later life. (Violencepreventionwales, 2023) to provide an example of this,  A prisoner ACE survey was conducted in 2018, it showed that 8 out 10 prisoners have experiences at least one ACE and half had experienced 4 or more ACEs, those with 4 or more ACEs were 3.5x more like to be a prolific offender. (Ford, Katharine; Barton, Emma, 2019)
The police are now working closely with partner agencies that specialise in vulnerabilities, in 2018 Early Action Together was set up in 2018 to help improve how police manage people who are vulnerable and help them get the required help they need, Police are well trained on how to identify vulnerabilities and to share relevant information with partner agencies. (Katie Hardcastle, 2021) The aim of this programme is to address the root cause of social issues before they escalate rather than the police having to just respond to them.
The introduction of Public Protection Notice (PPN) has allowed police officers to identify concerns about a child or adult at risk and share with partner to provide a multi-agency response. Officer are required to submit a PPN for every incident they attend that involves a child, domestic abuse incident or adult who is suffering with mental health or drugs. The purpose of the PPN is to identify what risk factors a person has and provide early intervention to prevent them offending or re-offending. (Kat Ford,2019).
(Gov.uk, 2022) stated that re-offending costs the taxpayer 18 billion and 80 percent of offender have at least one conviction and is proven that people who are in stable accommodation are 50% less likely to re-offend, getting people of the streets and providing them with the foundation to allow them to find a job, get required help they need for mental health problems and drug/alcohol addictions can help break the cycle of re-offending.
In conclusion, the police collaborate with a number of organisations aimed at minimising the number of repeat criminals. There are many factors that can cause someone to re-offend, it is paramount that the police identify these factors and work with fellow agencies from mental health organisations to drug and misuse of drug charities to get the offenders the required help they need to make changes in their life and keep them out of the criminal justice system. It is proven that early intervention can greatly reduce the chance of re-offending, There has been a massive push from police recently to target offenders before they are introduced into the criminal justice service, this can be done through disposals or approaches such as Women’s Pathfinder, Early Intervention and ACES. The collaborative approach aids in the sharing of information and the management of offenders.
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