Student Number 1807526	EAEE40006	Word Count
 Kalkan (2014) suggests, living in a Multi-cultural society in the 21 st century, multilingualism has many benefits in a modern globalised world. It is becoming common place for people to know more than one language and is giving people more opportunities. Individual that’s learn a second or third language can benefit in many ways, firstly they have a better understanding of   cultural awareness, breaking down stereotypical behaviour and increasing cultural sensitivity (Baker, 2007, p.124). Students for instance that are multilingual, may be given the opportunity to study abroad, giving them greater exposure   to different cultural   backgrounds widening their views and values with a more open-minded attitude. towards different cultures bridging the gap (hardach 2018).
Bruna (1996) learning theory supports this on the basis that he believed a child knowledge of the world is based on models of reality that they construct, and these models are initially adopted from their own cultures which that later adapt for their future use.
Cook (2002) goes on to say, that learning a new language increases cognitive development it is a way of sharpening the mind developing intellect, hence becoming divergent thinkers. 
He also states individuals that acquire more than one language increase their social emotional and moral development such as self-awareness, social and ethical values Cook (2002).
Furthermore, cook (2002) maintains that having an additional second language skill, can also boost the individual’s self-confidence (2002, Cited in Baker, 2007, p 125).
Hardach (2018) suggests, that  International companies will take preference to employees that are multilinguals as they are more of an asset to them boosting economic growth as speaking different languages help build trade relations with in the economy companies that invest in multilingual staff have said they seem to gain more trade contracts compared to others that have a majority of monolingual speakers.
According to Lewis (2014), some research suggests that being a multilingual language speaker may, delay brain conditions in later life such as dementia and Alzheimer’s  some researchers believe being bilingual or multilingual helps develop your brain's cognitive reserve in the same way that engaging in other mentally and socially stimulating activities does.
This  makes the brain  more agile and increasing the grey matter, however  other studies have not found a clear connection between Alzheimer’s symptoms and multilingualism showing conflicting results, according to the Mayo clinic (2019) more research will be needed to understand  how cognitive reserve works to delay the onset of Alzheimer's disease and other dementias.in order to confirm this 
Here in Wales it is reported that there has been a decline in welsh speakers, the 2011 census reports a drop from 582,000 in 2001 to 562,000 which amounts to about one in five of the population. This is believed to be down to young people moving away from Wales for work, and new housing developments attracting people coming in who do not speak wales (BBC Wales 2016). It is from this The Welsh Government have re-evaluated the future of the Wales   and have put plans in to place to aim to have one Million Welsh speakers by 2050. 
The Welsh Government (2017) state, that  with education being at the forefront of the plan, it is the aim that children in early years settings under 5 have sufficient contact with the welsh language for them to become multilingual ,therefore the welsh Government have increased funding to  Mudiad meithrin. To develop Welsh medium in the Early years provision to (Welsh Gov, 2017, p.35).
This method follows the immersion method, the immersion method is how children are introduced to the welsh language whom come from  non welsh speaking homes,(mudiad Meithrin  these   children will become sequential learners, this is when a first language has been attained  and then a second language  introduced. Simultaneous learners are when a child acquires two or more languages at the same time.  Baker (2007 p 97), supports this by saying early years children can acquire a second language through early years education through activities that emphasise meaning and understand rather than attention to the actual language form. 
Researchers such as Kuhl (2011), agree that the earlier a child starts learning a second language, the better,   Some researchers say that second language acquisition skills peak at or before the age of 6 or 7. However  Dryden and Vos (2005) point out that the window extends through puberty.  As children between the ages of 11 -13 would be more competent at understanding the lesson and progress quicker, however   they all agree that it’s much harder for a child beyond puberty to learn a new language. (Clark 2018)
According to Mudiad Meithrin (2017) evidence of research shows children in Early years acquire language much easier than adults in particular between the ages of 0-3 years 
A baby is born with all the brain cells (neurons) they will have, throughout their life and it is the connections between these cells that make the brain work from birth these connections develop through (Kuhl 2011).
People that are multilingual are classed as either or Simultaneous or sequential language learners, simultaneous language learners are exposed to different languages from birth or very soon after whereas sequential language learners learn a second language after they have learnt their first which normally occurs after 3 years of age.(McLeod et al 2015)
Most young children will achieve multilingualism by communicating with one or more language by participating within their family before they come to school, in educational setting and their wider community 
If we deny children a pride in their own use of language or languages they have learnt before coming to school, this would have a detrimental effect on their learning ability their general life skills and their overall attitude towards school (Moyles, 2008, p. 47).
Kay (2005) suggests, when supporting a child with  learning English as additional language, it is vital that the development of all languages that a child uses to communicate with, are supported by Early Years practitioners, some methods that could be used  for instance   are,  cards with images and the written language , multilingual  books  and story tapes. Kay (2005), Goes on to say, that practitioners also need to be willing to learn relevant key words in languages other than their first , using labelling, in  a range of languages and introducing a variety of songs and rhymes using repetition are all effect ways of supporting a child whose first language is not English,  encouraging  multilinguals in monolingual children.
Equally important Kay (2005) goes on to say, the use of sign language could be used to label within the setting for children that are nonverbal, the symbols would also help peer to communicate with the child who does not have any language.
In a review by Donaldson (2015) a curriculum evaluator , who visited schools across wales some with  welsh- medium  and some  English -medium called for the need of  fundamental change on supporting practitioners to focus the proposed areas of learning, welsh culture and  recommended  children under 16 should continue to learn welsh language and be able to use   confidently.

The foundation phase framework (2015) for children aged 3-7 years  supports  curriculum cymreag,in promoting a child’s cultural identity which is unique  to wales , giving  them a sense of belonging and to understand the welsh heritage, the government are committed to developing the Welsh language therefore welsh oral skills need to be progressively developed according to the child’s best ability  
The foundation phase framework (2015) also states that  children should be able to listen to the welsh language being spoken and respond in context  welsh oral skills should be promoted through enjoyable  sensory experiences, throughout a variety of fun practical activities , enjoy a range of activities in the learning environment, they should be encouraged  to speak simple welsh words greeting and expressions 
The Activity recorded in the attached video demonstrates some of the learning requirements by the practitioner using welsh language first, and then the English language version using visual cards with the welsh word written and displayed whilst the practitioner encourages children to listen join in and reputation of song and language patterns  , symbolic objects can be seen to be used to make it fun visual and help children with additional learning needs relate textures to the types  weather  Foundation Phase Framework, 2015, p.49).
In addition to this a signing communication method was used to accentuate and help identify keywords to aid children with additional learning needs and nonverbal children 
(Kennard 1993) 
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