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Glossary

[bookmark: _Int_q2eky0Zu][bookmark: _Int_Jau0nNtx]1 - Thing: Things are ambiguous and undefined, and imply a basic function, be it to hold something, such as liquid, to communicate, etc. A ‘thing’ might also represent a coming together of multiple threads of life, uncontained by the item and trailing beyond itself, interlinking with those of other things.  This suggests social relevance, things representing and linking the material world to society and interaction, through the creation and use of such things by humans. The scale of interconnected threads varies hugely between item, some may connect a huge network of these threads, some very few, depending on the social history of the thing, its cultural relevance, material, and use.

[bookmark: _Int_aLREoUmE]2 - Object: Largely based on Harman’s (2018) definition, objects are fairly difficult to clarify, generally being reduced to items that cannot be reduced to singular components, materials, or the effects it has on other things. They are often defined as named and understood subjects, with the implication that they, much or all of the time, allow action through their use. Many ‘objects’ are used in day-to-day life and afford humans the ability to read, write, sit, as well as having social implication, many able to tell stories of human interaction through the understanding of how they were created, used, kept and cherished through their biographies. 

[bookmark: _Int_o6MNREHK]3 - Phenomenology: A socially based philosophical concept centered around human experience, considering the lived experience the main cause for meaning. Rooted within the work of Husserl and Heidegger, phenomenology concerns itself with perception, awareness of the body as well as consciousness of objects, with particular consideration for the way the world appears to the individual person’s experience of the world, seeking to describe these singular experiences. This theory understands that many accounts of human experience share similar fundamental understanding and attempts to “construct a sphere of intersubjectivity” (Hammond, 2021) while creating an implied account of what the world and human occurrence looks like, without preconceived notions of experience. 

4 - Embodiment: Rooted in Phenomenology, embodiment similarly examines lived experience and the body, however embodiment works against the confinement of divisions such as mind and body, as well as object and subject, actively separating the mind and the body, believing they are capable of independent existence. Similarly, embodiment questions the Cartesian distinction between thinking subject and the world, the declaration that the human is made of two fundamental compartments: the physical body and the immaterial spirit, depicting the idea that visceral human experience is situated in the world through the body. (408 words)

[bookmark: _Int_tGTOL5MM]5 - Cheirotic Approach: Examines the conditions and consequences of holding something in the hand, moves analysis beyond visual investigation. Haptic apprehension, associations with the specific capabilities of human hands.

6 - Fragmentation: Aims to explain relationships and interactions with parts and the whole, with consideration for social relations. 

7 - Enchainment: Selected fragments of objects used in social exchanges, linking objects to people & places. 

8 - Object Biography: Trajectory of an object from production, through consumption and discard. Objects as a metaphor for personal experience/to define personal identity and as vehicles for narrative of the self. 

9 - Object Itinerary: Response to object biography. Considers emporal movement as a narrative device without forcing object into anthropomorphic life mold. Explores movement as a fundamental capacity and accounts for things in all stages of existence, recognising archaeologists cannot know the full life history of an object. 

10 - Relational Ontology: Effectively distributed agency. How things are defined in a certain situated practice.

11 - Flat Ontology: Assumes symmetry between people and the material world. 

12 – Actor Network Theory: Extends social networks beyond human individual actors to non-human actants. Understanding distribution and circulation, and how transformations as well as associations are made. Symmetry of people and things in the material world, connected as nodes within a web.

[bookmark: _Int_CBejzyVV]13 – Material Engagement Theory: Questions boundaries of mind, body, object. Believes the boundaries between are permeable and fluid, exploring interaction between the mind/cognition and objects.

14 – Agency: The ability to effect change, applies to any object embedded in a network of social relations. 

15 – Material Vitalism: Specifically pursues the non-human agent, equates affect with materiality. 

16 – Assemblage: A relational ontology, considers how things come together. A key theoretical construct of New Materialist thought

17 – Multiscalarity: The idea that parts of an assemblage vary in size, from the micro (eg bacteria) to the macro (eg human agent, communities, overarching political systems) etc. 

18 –  Agencement: "the arrangement of these connections that gives the concepts their sense” - Phillips 2006, 108)

19 - Agential Realism: A relational onltology derived from quantum physics, challenging representationalism.

20 – Representationalism: Anthropocentric tendency to objectify and represent the world, reinforces that the world is there for us to interpret and imbue with meaning.

[bookmark: _Int_TrosG98F]Word count: 
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