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This floorplan does not do justice to the scale, multiplicity, and human complexity of the lives of the monks who lived and worked at Tintern Abbey. The image above is an architectural drawing of the layout of the floorplan of Tintern Abbey. The image can be found on the website The Quiet Writer illustrating an essay by the blogger calling themselves raesquiggles.[footnoteRef:1] Unfortunately there is no reference attached to attribute the image, however it may well have been sourced from a similar image which can be found on the Medieval Heritage website page devoted to Tintern Abbey which is undoubtably by the same artist but with the key in a different position. Here it is attributed to D. M. Robinson and Cadw but with no date.[footnoteRef:2] On the Cistercian monastery website. We see the plan like the one pictured above and this one is attributed to D. M. Robinson with the date of 2011[footnoteRef:3]   [1:  ‘Tintern Abbey – A Labour of Love. #atozchallenge’, The Quiet Writer, 2017 <https://thequietwriter.com/2017/04/24/tintern-abbey-a-labour-of-love-atozchallenge/> [accessed 16 November 2022].]  [2:  ‘Tintern - Cistercian Abbey’.]  [3:  ‘Tintern_Abbey_070’ <https://www.ancient-egypt.co.uk/Cistercians/Tintern/pages/Tintern_Abbey_070.htm> [accessed 26 October 2022]. An excellent source of information on Tintern.] 

The building plan shows how the Abbey buildings evolved over a long period of time. The drawing is in a colour code highlighting the different periods of development: late 12th to 13th century, the Gothic Church 1269-1330, and the later Middle Ages. In the year of its founding in 1131 by Walter Fitz Richard. We can see from the plan the very basic necessities being met in phase one. There are two rooms on the plan in the colour brown. These are the latrine and the day room. This is the earliest phase and would have, probably, been made of wood. The latrine would have had running water which is a feature in all the monasteries, it was customary for the monks to have been able to wash their hands, as  being clean was important. The running water of the latrine was used to usefully, carry waste away. Phase two, three, and four of the plan dated between the years 1232 – 45, are coded red, blue and the later stage of green. In the red, early stage of the plan there is a house called the Abbot’s camera. This is normally built on the east side of the monastery[footnoteRef:4] but the image of Tintern shows an upside-down layout compared to other monastery’s so it sits in a North Westerly direction. We also have in the colour red, the early period, the monk’s refectory, this is where the monks had their meals. Next is the Lay brother’s dormitory where the Lay monks slept. The lay monks were separate from the more educated monks and were not to follow the same strict rules for prayer as the other monks because it would be disruptive to the more physical labour that they were doing. It is because of this hard work that the lay monks had an extra ration of bread to help sustain them. The warming house is next to the Refectory on the plan, this is where monks were allowed to go to keep warm on a cold day. The chapter house is where the brothers would be read a chapter of the Rules of St Benedict and where the business for the day would be discussed. The parlour was where visitors would come, and the monks could talk to them. The infirmary, was built in the later stages and is coloured green on the plan. The infirmary was where the infirm, monks and others who were frail or unwell were helped. It is worth noting the later date for the infirmary on the plan, this could possibly show that the remoteness of Tintern Abbey did not encourage outsiders to seek help from the monks.  [4:  ‘The Abbot’s Camera in the Normal Monastery’, in The Abbot’s House at Westminster, ed. by J. Armitage Robinson, Cambridge Library Collection - Medieval History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), pp. 1–8 <https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708954.002>.] 

According to this plan of Tintern Abbey the Church and the Cloister were build last. As the Church is the most important part of the life of the monk it would seem that this image does not show an earlier, probably wooden, structure that had sufficed, and the plan is only showing the later stone structure. All the monasteries were built to a similar plan with deviation as necessary due to the ground they were planted on. As stated above, the plan of Tintern seems to be at complete odds with the other monasteries as the Church is on the lower half of the plan. The church is always in the cruciform structure with the same internal layout. The two arms of the church are the north and south transepts. The long bottom part of the cross is the Nave. This is where the visitors would be seated. The top part of the cross in the image is the Presbytery where the Alter is situated and where the priests lead the worship from. The centre of the Cruciform shape is the Choir. The image also shows several Chapels. The Chapels are for quiet prayer. The Cloister is an important part of the Monastery. They were always built to get the best of the sun. The newer monks, the Novices, were taught in the Cloister. The Cloister is covered so the monks could still walk in contemplation in all weather and the Cloister always leads to the Refectory and the Chapter house.  
This Architectural plan is one dimensional.  It gives a rough guide to the scale of the Abbey. It shows a comparison to other layouts of Cistercian Monasteries. However, it cannot tell us about the people whose lives were affected by the Cistercian Monastic Order. The men who joined the order were there for the rest of their lives. It was a full commitment. whole lives existed and ended in Tintern. What the plan does give us is a view of a lifestyle that was ordered and that people were willing to spend great deals of money and time to be part of. The quote below gives a very small part of the reality of Tintern. A few real lives connected to the actual building. 
Tintern abbey, situated deep in the Wye valley, was colonised by monks from L’Aumone (Loir-et-Cher) in the diocese of Blois in   France. L’Aumone was in turn a daughter house of Cîteaux, and Tintern was therefore linked as a granddaughter to the Burgundian mother house. The community grew quickly and by 1139, had sufficient numbers to send out a colony to Kingswood in Gloucestershire. During its early years the house was blessed with, Abbot Henry, a man of great spirituality. Henry, who presided over the community from 1148-1157, had spent his youth as a robber, apparently a lucrative profession, but later repented and took the Cistercian habit; by all accounts he became an intensely religious man. Abbot Henry is known to have visited both the Pope and St. Bernard. In 1189 William Marshal, earl of Pembroke, became lord of Chepstow and patron of Tintern. Earl William was also lord of Leinster in south-east Ireland and, during a storm at sea, he promised God that he would establish a new monastery on these lands if he was saved from shipwreck. Thus Tintern sent out her second and final colony to establish the abbey of Tintern Parva (Little Tintern) on William’s lands in Ireland (1201-1203).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ‘Tintern - Cistercian Abbey’, Ancient and Medieval Architecture <https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/tintern-abbey/> [accessed 14 November 2022].] 

Real lives with names associated with the archaeological drawing. 
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