2									

[image: ]


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Kate Blackham

Student University Email: 27003372@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Module code: HPCA7016

Module title: Researching Contemporary Cosmologies


	Student ID number:
27003372
	Educational support needs:
Yes/No

	Assignment title: A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources


Assignment due date: 15/3/24

	This assignment is for the       1st    2nd       3rd        4th       5th       6th    module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed ……Kate Blackham………………………………………………………
Email submission:if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.


            ALL COMMENTS ARE  ON THE PDF OF YOUR PAPER IN TURNITIN 


For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:



	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)


	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:






Introduction
This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers: T. L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research, 20 (1978), 82-85; and of Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, 60 (1999), 187-197.
Brink’s paper is concerned with the results of a set of questionnaires supplied to students at a Roman Catholic girls’ school during their lesson time in which they were asked about their religious beliefs, astrological beliefs and belief in reincarnation.[footnoteRef:1] The paper was published in the academic journal, Review of Religious Research, a scholarly journal reporting on empirical research and research methods in religiosity and spirituality,[footnoteRef:2] and it is therefore aimed at fellow academics. Brink earned a PhD in 1978 with a thesis on Joseph Smith from an analytical psychological perspective from the University of Chicago Divinity School.[footnoteRef:3] This paper forms part of his early work and the investigation itself was undertaken in June 1976.[footnoteRef:4] He currently holds the position of Professor of Psychology at Crafton Hills College where he studies human development and geriatric psychiatry using big data analytics, Bayesian Sequential Analysis and qualitative methods.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  T. L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research, 20 (1978), 82-85 (p. 83).]  [2:  Sage Journals, Review of Religious Research: Aims and Scope (2024) <https://journals.sagepub.com/aims-scope/RRR> [accessed 12 March 2024].]  [3:  T. L. Brink, Joseph Smith : a study in analytical psychology (2024) <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/34090123_Joseph_Smith_a_study_in_analytical_psychology> [accessed 12 March 2024].]  [4:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [5:  T. L. Brink, About (2024) <https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Tl-Brink/2> [accessed 12 March 2024].] 

Walter and Waterhouse’s paper is concerned with beliefs in reincarnation among English people ascertained via intensive interviews.[footnoteRef:6] Their paper was published in the journal, Sociology of Religion, the official journal of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, which publishes empirical research, essays and critical reflections on research.[footnoteRef:7] The paper is therefore aimed at fellow academics. Tony Walter worked as a freelance scholar from 1975 to 1994, after which he returned to academia.[footnoteRef:8] He has been a Professor of Death Studies at the University of Bath since 2006 and also served as the Director of the Centre for Death & Society from 2011-2015.[footnoteRef:9] Alongside his academic work, he also provides funeral training to celebrants and clergy.[footnoteRef:10] Helen Waterhouse published a number of papers on Buddhism and reincarnation between 2001 and 2004, some of which were with Tony Walter.[footnoteRef:11] The paper investigated in this essay predates these works. [6:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, 60 (1999), 187-197 (p. 187).]  [7:  Oxford Academic, Sociology of Religion: About the Journal (2024) <https://academic.oup.com/socrel/pages/About> [accessed 12 March 2024].]  [8:  Tony Walter, Personal Profile (2024) <https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter> [accessed 12 March 2024].]  [9:  Walter, Personal Profile.]  [10:  Walter, Personal Profile.]  [11:  Open University, Open Research Online: Helen Waterhouse (2024) <https://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/hjw26.html> [accessed 12 March 2024].] 

Summaries of the two papers
Brink’s paper begins with a list of social psychological theories relevant to cognitive consistency or a lack thereof before launching into his hypothesis.[footnoteRef:12] Brink asserts that ‘simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, astrology, and reincarnation is logically impossible’[footnoteRef:13] before outlining why he believes the three beliefs are incompatible. As a consequence of this, he gives as his hypothesis: [12:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.]  [13:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.] 

… that a study of beliefs of adolescent girls will show an acceptance of only one of these three belief sets (Roman Catholic, astrology, reincarnation) accompanied by a rejection of the others.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.] 


The adolescent girls referred to in the hypothesis are 227 juniors and seniors from a Catholic girls’ high school in Chicago who were given a questionnaire during a required religion class.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.] 

	The Walter and Waterhouse paper looked at English people who believe in reincarnation.[footnoteRef:16] The research seeks to investigate: [16:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 187.] 

… what reincarnation means to some of those who believe in it, why they find it attractive, and how it relates to other aspects of their life – not least the religious organizations to which they belong but which do not teach it. In particular, the article asks whether the twentieth century privatization of belief makes it easier to hold beliefs not taught by one’s church.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 187.] 


To this end, Waterhouse interviewed 30 adults[footnoteRef:18] and 21 schoolchildren.[footnoteRef:19] Two-thirds of the adults interviewed were female and one-third were practising Christians, with an unspecified number of Quakers.[footnoteRef:20] People of Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist faiths were deliberately excluded as their religions teach reincarnation.[footnoteRef:21]  [18:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [19:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [20:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [21:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 

Analysis of the two papers
Brink’s paper is very succinct, running to just four pages including the references. For the most part the paper was straightforward in its writing style and use of language. The use of headings is unusual for academic papers: while there is a clearly marked hypothesis section,[footnoteRef:22] there is no clear introduction or literature review; the procedure and results are merged together in one section;[footnoteRef:23] likewise for the discussion and conclusion sections.[footnoteRef:24] In the section that can best be described as the introduction and literature review, Brink cites several authors and their theories, but these are not referred to again.[footnoteRef:25] The functional perspective that he relies on for his discussion and conclusion[footnoteRef:26] is introduced not in the introduction, but in the abstract.[footnoteRef:27]  [22:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.]  [23:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [24:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, pp. 84-85.]  [25:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.]  [26:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, pp. 84-85.]  [27:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.] 

	In contrast to Brink’s paper, Walter and Waterhouse’s paper is ten pages long including the references. It is also well-written and easy to follow. The structure of the Walter and Waterhouse paper is more typical for an academic paper. A more explanatory literature review as compared to that in the Brink paper is found in a section titled Survey Data;[footnoteRef:28] after which, in a subsection titled Interview Data, is a more comprehensive methodology than that found in the Brink paper.[footnoteRef:29] The Interview Data subsection finishes with a second literature review regarding what the authors mean when they discuss the concept of the privatization of religion in contemporary western societies.[footnoteRef:30] Walter and Waterhouse’s results are detailed in the Findings section,[footnoteRef:31] also included in this section are a discussion of those findings, there being no separate Discussion section. Finally, the paper ends with a traditional Conclusion section,[footnoteRef:32] there is one reference, but it has already been cited earlier in the paper.[footnoteRef:33]  [28:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [29:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, pp. 188-190.]  [30:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, pp. 189-190.]  [31:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, pp. 190-195.]  [32:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, pp. 195-196.]  [33:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 

The methodology employed by Brink
Brink employed the use of a questionnaire to undertake his research.[footnoteRef:34] Table 1 provides a list of statements provided in the questionnaire that students were requested to either agree or disagree with,[footnoteRef:35] however it is not clear what is the strength with which the students either agreed or disagreed with these statements, for example there is no mention of the use of a scale such as Likert[footnoteRef:36] and the results are merely given as percentages within groups which either held or did not hold beliefs in astrology and reincarnation. There is no mention of a pilot study being run prior to this investigation. [34:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [35:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [36:  Judith Bell with Stephen Waters, Doing Your Research Project: A Guide for First-time Researchers, 6th edn. (Maidenhead: Open University Press, 2014), p. 163.] 

	The participants in Brink’s study were all adolescent girls and the questionnaires were provided during the class time so that whoever was in a required religion class was given a questionnaire.[footnoteRef:37] It is not clear if the students were allowed to take these paper questionnaires home or complete them in private or if the respondents were completing these questionnaires under the observation of their Catholic religion teaching staff, who were at that time still most likely nuns.[footnoteRef:38] There is no mention of any ethics approval or permissions being granted in the surveying of these minors as would be expected in a present-day context.[footnoteRef:39] It is unclear if the students (and their parents) were happy to do these questions and were not obligated to complete them by their teaching staff.[footnoteRef:40] A researcher also has a duty to minimize harm;[footnoteRef:41] yet despite, as Brink explains in his paper, the doctrines of the Roman Catholic faith being incompatible with belief in both astrology and reincarnation,[footnoteRef:42] Brink does not mention any steps taken to maintain the privacy of his respondents and their answers. [37:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [38:  Peter Meyer, ‘Can Catholic schools be saved? Lacking nuns and often students, a shrinking system looks for answers’, Education Next, 7.2, (2007), pp. 12+ <https://link-gale-com.libezproxy.open.ac.uk/apps/doc/A161658043/AONE?u=tou&sid=bookmark-AONE&xid=395898f5> [accessed 14 March 2024].]  [39:  Bell with Waters, Doing Your Research Project, p. 168.]  [40:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, 2nd edn. (London: SAGE, 2020), p. 76.]  [41:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 75.]  [42:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.] 

	Questionnaires are useful to tools to provide quantitative data that can hopefully lead to generalizable conclusions.[footnoteRef:43] Brink’s stated hypothesis to find out if a group of people have consistency of belief should lend itself to investigation by a large-scale questionnaire. However, since the execution of this project cannot be said to be in line with current best practice in research ethics, the data cannot be assumed to have been collected with permission, without coercion and voluntarily.[footnoteRef:44] The data therefore cannot be assumed to be fully truthful and honest, and therefore cannot be assumed to be generalizable. [43:  Bell with Waters, Doing Your Research Project, p. 9.]  [44:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 74-77.] 

The methodology employed by Walter and Waterhouse
In contrast, Walter and Waterhouse undertook in-depth interviews, first individual interviews with 30 adults in their own homes[footnoteRef:45] and later three group interviews with a total of 21 schoolchildren aged 11, 14-15 and 17-18.[footnoteRef:46] All the participants were English with most interviews taking place in the South Western towns of Bath, Bristol and Taunton.[footnoteRef:47] Unlike with the Brink paper, Walter and Waterhouse mention how the recruitment process was undertaken via personal contact as well as through local media and the snowball effect.[footnoteRef:48] The pivotal requirement for participants was that they believed in reincarnation.[footnoteRef:49] The method of recruitment meant that the sample was not representative, however this was not the intention, which was to find ‘the range of meanings given to the idea of reincarnation’.[footnoteRef:50] Hence Walter and Waterhouse sought to make the interviews open-ended with the participants free to ‘speak in their own terms’ and not be influenced by leading questions from the authors.[footnoteRef:51] The resulting transcripts were analysed from a sociological perspective by Walter and a religious studies perspective by Waterhouse.[footnoteRef:52] [45:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [46:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, pp. 188-189.]  [47:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [48:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [49:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [50:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [51:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [52:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 

	Similar to the Brink paper, Walter and Waterhouse do not mention any steps taken to ensure a high ethical standard of their project. They do not mention seeking permission and it is unclear how the schoolchildren mentioned were recruited. However, none of the data published is identifiable. There are some short extracts from interviews, but none include any personal details ensuring the anonymity and confidentiality of the participants.[footnoteRef:53]  [53:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 79-81.] 

	Interviews are useful to understand people’s beliefs, perceptions and the meaning they attach to those beliefs and perceptions,[footnoteRef:54] making the in-depth interviews of the adults involved in the research project a valid methodology to investigate the meanings that the participate attribute to their ideas of reincarnation. The schoolchildren’s group interviews are more problematic. Hennink, Hutter and Bailey report that in a group context, the subject of conversation will tend to be on other people’s experiences rather than participants’ sharing their own personal experiences,[footnoteRef:55] a phenomenon that is likely to be even more pertinent when interviewing adolescents who will naturally seek to fit in when in a group with similarly aged peers.[footnoteRef:56] Hence the group interviews will have served to collect the community perspective within those groups of children, but will not have aided in the collection of each individual’s own personally held beliefs regarding reincarnation.[footnoteRef:57]  [54:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 117.]  [55:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 117.]  [56:  Jeffrey T. Lashbrook, ‘Fitting In: Exploring the Emotional Dimension of Adolescent Peer Pressure’, Adolescence, 35.140 (2000), 747–757 (pp. 747-748).]  [57:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 118.] 

The position of Brink on the insider/outsider continuum
Brink does not state his position on the insider/outsider continuum. Brink’s target group are teenage girls attending a Roman Catholic high school.[footnoteRef:58] Clearly Brink has never been a member of his target group in this paper, it is possible that Brink himself attended a similar Catholic boys school, but if he did, he does not mention it. He also does not mention whether he holds any of the three beliefs studied. [58:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.] 

	Being an insider to the group can produce benefits in qualitative methods such as in-depth interviews by allowing participants to trust investigators and be more open in a way that they would not with an outsider investigator.[footnoteRef:59] Brink undertakes quantitative research in his paper so this potential barrier to the participants’ openness to share is less significant. [59:  Sonya Corbin Dwyer and Jennifer L. Buckle, ‘The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research’, International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8.1 (2009), 54–63 (p. 58).] 

The position of Walter and Waterhouse on the insider/outsider continuum
Similarly to Brink, Walter and Waterhouse do not state their positions on the insider/outsider continuum. Interestingly, they describe being able to recruit participants through personal contacts,[footnoteRef:60] suggesting that one or both of them believe in reincarnation or have close contacts who do. Although using an insider (or a close contact) as interviewer can elicit more open and honest discussions from the participants,[footnoteRef:61] it can also potentially prevent participants from mentioning other important aspects that might be picked up by a more impartial outsider interviewer.[footnoteRef:62] The authors state that only Waterhouse acted as interviewer, but do not state the reasoning for this decision.[footnoteRef:63]  [60:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.]  [61:  Dwyer and Buckle, ‘The Space Between’, p. 58.]  [62:  Dwyer and Buckle, ‘The Space Between’, p. 59.]  [63:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.] 

The literature reviewed by Brink
The paper does not make Brink’s own beliefs clear, however his assertions about all three beliefs in his hypothesis section (without any references to back them up)[footnoteRef:64] are not well placed within the larger academic framework. For example, although the modern-day Catholic church teaches that astrology, including the reading of horoscopes, is sinful,[footnoteRef:65] historically that has not always been the case, with even Thomas Aquinas advocating for its use as a ‘legitimate mode of knowledge’.[footnoteRef:66] Furthermore, the suggestion that astrology requires fatalism (and hence must be incompatible with belief in reincarnation) has been disputed since Ptolemy.[footnoteRef:67]  [64:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 82.]  [65:  Angelo Stagnaro, ‘What the Catholic Church Teaches About Astrology’, National Catholic Register, 9 June 2020. <https://www.ncregister.com/blog/what-the-catholic-church-teaches-about-astrology> [accessed 15 March 2024].]  [66:  H. Darrel Rutkin, ‘Is Astrology a Type of Divination? Thomas Aquinas, the Index of Prohibited Books, and the Construction of a Legitimate Astrology in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance’, International Journal of Divination and Prognostication, 1. 1 (2019), 36–74 (p. 38).]  [67:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. by F. E. Robbins (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1940), I.3 (p. 23).] 

	Brink’s assertion that his disproven hypothesis could be explained by considering the function of beliefs could have been supported by better references than a 1915 paper by Freud.[footnoteRef:68] For example, a fellow alumnus of the University of Chicago Divinity School was the theologian Yoshio Fukuyama who wrote a paper on the Functional Analysis of Religious Beliefs in 1961.[footnoteRef:69]  [68:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 85.]  [69:  Yoshio Fukuyama, ‘Functional Analysis of Religious Beliefs’, Religious Education, 56.6 (1961), 446–451.] 

The literature reviewed by Walter and Waterhouse
Walter and Waterhouse’s significantly longer paper is better referenced than Brink’s as would be expected with two authors, one of whom is a mature scholar with many years of research behind him,[footnoteRef:70] as compared to Brink’s 1976 research[footnoteRef:71] which would have been conducted during his PhD.[footnoteRef:72]  [70:  Walter, Personal Profile.]  [71:  Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief’, p. 83.]  [72:  Brink, About.] 

	Walter and Waterhouse are careful to place their research in the context of other relevant research citing a Mass Observation survey from 1947 and the European Values Surveys of 1981 and 1990.[footnoteRef:73] In support of their findings they cite the then very recent work of Grace Davie that suggests that there is an English phenomenon of believing without belonging and of claiming to be associated with the Church of England but not believing in its teachings.[footnoteRef:74] [73:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [74:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 

Conclusion
There are some obvious differences in the treatment of their research projects and resulting papers by Brink and Walter and Waterhouse. Brink conducted quantitative research of a large number of participants via questionnaires. Walter and Waterhouse conducted qualitative research with a much smaller number of participants via in-depth interviews. There are also arguably differences in the quality of the resultant papers; this is to be expected given the greater research experience of the Walter and Waterhouse team as compared to the younger, more inexperienced Brink.
	There are also similarities. Neither paper pays much attention to the ethics of their respective research project. It may be that a great deal of attention and thought was given to ensuring the ethics of these projects was appropriate, but if that was the case, the authors of both papers do not mention it. However, this is to be expected. Even the more recent Walter and Waterhouse paper is now 25 years old. Brink’s paper is 48 years old. They both reflect scholarship of very different times with very different concerns. It cannot be expected that they reflect standards of research from 2024.
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