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An Analysis of Police use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Technology.
How it is used effectively for intelligence led policing, live incidents and reducing the risk of collisions.

The aim of this research is to establish is ANPR cameras are beneficial in assisting police officers. Whether this be for live incidents to locate vehicles, or to gather information about offenders and their movements. I will be aiming to find out if the use of ANPR technology, can assist in different policing strategies and tactics which could assist in minimising the risk to police officers and members of the public. 

Introduction - Background 

ANPR is a camera which links to a computer. It can be static or fitted to police vehicles. When a vehicle passes an ANPR camera, the camera will read the number plate of that vehicle and the computer will read and record its details (NPCC, 2021). ANPR can be used in different areas for policing such as for operational response, information and intelligence and investigations. 
The UK Government and ACPO (Association of Chief Police Officers) recognise that ANPR is a key technological advancement which is used to “target criminals through their use of the roads” (Kirby, et.al, 2007). 
People are now more able to drive themselves, following a revolution of vehicles in the late twentieth century (Hulse, et.al, 2018), and criminals are also advancing to use the road to commit and evade crime. The use of ANPR is an advancement which can only assist the police in providing information about vehicles and their occupants. 

Policing the roads is a very interesting but complex way of policing which I am intrigued to research ways to improve the use of ANPR and it’s benefits to assist. Henderson (2004) shows us that by using ANPR, officers were able to stop, and arrest people based on the information provided from ANPR. It was also found that 75% of the arrests from vehicle stops were for offences not related to driving. ANPR is not only for targeting driving offences but also all other types of crime. Therefore, I feel it necessary to research how it can be used more beneficially and safer for officers to conduct their work. Kirby, et.al, (2007) will show that although ANPR is used to act for live incidents, it can also be used for a wider variety of policing incidents.  
This research conducted will attempt to answer the following questions: 

· Are ANPR cameras effective in assisting the police in conducting a strategic approach to apprehending and locating vehicles?
· Would more ANPR cameras benefit police intelligence gathering allowing appropriate resources to be used effectively?
In addition to these research questions, I will aim to find if investment in ANPR technology can assist the police in managing resources and allowing police pursuits and apprehension of vehicles to be conducted more safely. 

I am hopeful that conducting this research will further benefit the use of ANPR and allow further research to be conducted not only for the use of ANPR technology, but also other police strategies which can be implemented and benefit as a result of improvements with ANPR.

Methodology 

I will gather secondary data from journals, websites and books which are available to me. This information is easily available through access from the university and also public libraries and other public domains. Research previously conducted surrounding ANPR use will be reviewed and analysed to assist in my findings. 
The two methods for primary research, qualitative and quantitative research may be used for my research. Researchers have previously felt that utilising both methods of research may have “profound effects on the focus and conduct of research projects” (Brannen, J, 2017). Using both methods, however, is not uncommon and is analysing both methods and agreeing to a more agreeable analysis of results (Johnson, et al. 2007). I will focus my research more on qualitative research as I will be interviewing serving police officers and finding their views on the current situation of ANPR. 

I have considered using qualitative research to assist in my research however due to time limitations posed my thoughts are that interviewing officers and obtaining their own views and results will be more beneficial than analysing data. The analysing of data would be to view how many incidents used ANPR over a select time frame and if it assisted in the incident. I believe that this would not be as efficient for my research as it will not show if ANPR, directly, has assisted in providing strategic approaches for police officers and gathering intelligence. Obtaining first-hand information from serving officers would benefit my research to gather their understanding and trust in the use of ANPR. 
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