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This essay is structured into two parts. The first part will include the theories of literacy, policies and factors as to why learners have lower oracy skills, and the second part will include a reflection commentary on a video reading session following Gibbs reflective cycle. Throughout this essay I will be referring to my setting as school A. 
National literacy trust (ND) states that “literacy is the ability to read, write, speak and listen in a way that lets us communicate effectively and make sense of the world”. Communication can be done in different ways, these can include words, actions and facial expressions.
[bookmark: _Int_bcwC0bPg]Several theorists have contributed to the development of literacy. Structural learning (2022) states that Vygotsky's sociocultural theory (1962) emphasises on the role of culture, social interaction and language in shaping children's cognitive development and intellectual growth which occurs through interaction with others, communication is developed through meaningful engagement in social environments. Vygotsky's ideas, including the role of scaffolding has influenced many educational settings. Some settings use turn to your partner and think pair share as way to get the children to communicate and share their ideas, Peer assessment is also used to share opinions, these strategies are also used in guided reading, read write inc and storytelling. Settings use a more knowledgeable other (MKO) to scaffold and engage socially to support a child to achieve and develop. Settings allowing a child to have time to play also allows the development of interaction, communication and language. This also links to School A’s literacy and numeracy policy where they believe that children learn best when their surroundings are lively and interesting and when work is matched to the child's individual needs. This is done by providing appropriate support for less able children, having effective use of teaching assistants to support children and development of imaginative play. 
[bookmark: _Int_CF6G0upZ]A theory that is similar to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory is Skinner's explanation of language Acquistion (1957). Vygotsky and Skinner both believe that language is developed through environmental influence and interaction. Simply psychology (2023) includes that Skinner believed that language was developed through environmental influence, imitation, reinforcement and conditioning. Skinner believes that children learn words and grammar by mimicking the speech that is heard from others and receiving positive feedback for the correct use of this speech. When a child realises the communicative value of words and phrases this will be positively reinforced. Over time through repetition and reinforcement abilities are developed. Settings are influenced by skinners theory in a way that vocabulary is repeated and introduced to the children daily and words and phrases that are used in the correct context is rewarded. This links to setting A’s policy which states that children learn best when they feel happy, secure, confident and valued, this is done by children’s achievements being celebrated and praised. According to Simply psychology (2023) critics argue that Skinner's theory doesn't fully explain the pace of language or the creation of sentences. Chomsky who is a famous linguist to date also criticised Skinner's theory of language, arguing that children wouldn't develop tools that are needed for processing sentences from just language input.
 Pankaew (2024) states that Chomsky's nativist theory of language and development (1957) emphasises on the role of the natural structures and mechanisms in the human brain, children are born with the natural ability to learn language, humans possess a language acquisition device (LAD). This natural capacity for language allows children to develop their native language rapidly and with consistency, despite the limited and imperfect language input they receive. Simply psychology (2023) also mentions universal grammar which is understood by all humans, suggesting that all humans' languages share a structure from a set of grammatical rules and categories. Chomsky believed that there is a critical period for language, during which the receptive to linguistic input which would make the development and learning of language more effective and efficient. 
There are many barriers to developing literacy skills. Structural learning (2021) states that these barriers can include dyslexia, ADHD, ASD, poverty, EAL, lack of resources and emotional distress. These barriers to learning are what can prevent children from fully engaging with the curriculum and achieving their full potential. For teachers, understanding and addressing these barriers is essential to enable an inclusive and accessible school learning environment. This links to School A’s literacy and numeracy policy which includes that children learn best when they have entitlement to the full range of the curriculum irrespective of ability or disability, social background, culture or gender and home language. This is done by teaching being adapted to for multi-sensory learning, support for less able children, equipment and resources adapted to meet the needs of the children with disabilities, provision for children from less advantaged backgrounds, effective use of teaching assistants to support children and resources provided which reflects a variety of cultures, beliefs, religions and home languages. National literacy trust (2019) includes that children from poor backgrounds are at most risk of falling behind when it comes to developing the literacy skills, they need to succeed in life due to not being able to access resources to support them. To tackle the UK’s literacy challenge and give every child the literacy skills that is needed to reach potential, regardless of background, workplaces must be targeted where the difference can be made to children's lives. Donaldson successful futures report (2015) includes that there was need for change to the old curriculum and the case for change was due to the concerns about the shortcomings of the curriculum and assessment arrangements. There is now a new curriculum (2022). Welsh government (2021) includes that the languages, literacy and communication of learning and experience addresses aspects of human communication. The new curriculum aims to support learning and to enable learners to gain knowledge and skills in Welsh, English and international languages as well as in literature. There is also progression steps included in the literacy and numeracy framework (ND), which is under the headings of literacy translanguaging, listening, reading, speaking and writing which can be used to measure progress in literacy. 

 For the video I read the stick man written by Julia Donaldson to a year 1/2 class. I took 2 mixed groups and created a follow-up activity which was to create our own stick man or lady at the end of the session. During the session I used Blooms taxonomy which is a system that is used with in my setting to ask questions and to determine the child's understanding.  Literacy Minnesota (2016) includes that Blooms taxonomy is a system used within classrooms to define and distinguish different levels of human cognition.  The purpose of this reading session was to see how I socially interact with the children and what techniques are used to develop the children's literacy skills which refers to Vygotsky's sociocultural theory (1962).  With in this session, I was hoping that the children would be engaged and would show good understanding to the story by following and answering questions and show good literacy techniques.
Before recording this session, I felt overwhelmed, nervous and was over thinking different things. I was thinking of a book that would be appropriate in engaging the children and that would develop effective questioning and understanding from the children.  During the session I felt a bit nervous as I wasn't sure how the children would interact and whether I would have enough time to read the story to them and to ask questions. I was also forgetting to hold up some of the props that I had for the story.  After the session I felt a bit more relaxed and happier that the children were able to answer the questions asked and how well they engaged with the story.  
When thinking about the experience I don’t like that it made me over think a lot and stress about how I was going to record this video which made the experience less enjoyable. On the other hand, I do like that I got some time to read to 2 groups of children and interact with them in ways that I wouldn't usually get the time or opportunity to do. The reading of the story went well during the session, the children sat, listened and engaged well with the story. They were able to answer questions effectively and was eager to give their opinions and answers. On the other hand, before the recording started it took me a while to settle the children as they were excited and curious. Just as I settled the children, the fire alarm went off. When returning to the room to record, I had to explain again to the children as to why we were in that room and what we were going to do. Also, at the start of the recording you could hear the children from in the room next door, so there was quite a bit of background noise that was quite distracting. I found it difficult to show the props to the children and read the story at the same time, meaning that I didn't get to show all the props that I had prepared. Near the end of the story, I skipped some pages to try and get the end of the story in the video, which wasn't a great idea because the children were asking questions as to why I skipped the pages. I also didn't use much praise when the children were answering questions appropriately. 
I think things went well during the session because the children were engaged in the story and were following along well. The seating plan I used was a good idea because they weren't distracted or trying to talk to the person next to them. The children were able to answer the questions that I asked appropriately and was eager to share their answers. In class we have been working on rhyming words and prediction, so I tried to base my questions around these which is why I think the children were able to answer questions effectively and the children were laughing when I showed them the stick man I had made. The sense I have made from the session is that when reading a story, it must be engaging, enjoyable, must catch the children's attention and using good literacy techniques will help the children progress and develop literacy skills. Being a permanent member of staff within the year 1/2 class enables me to have an understanding on what questions would be appropriate to ask the children and what questions they would be able to answer, it also helped me to know what would catch their attention and engage them.  I also know the children and how to best support them with their learning. 
If I had to do the reading session again, I would ensure that I make use of the props more and leave time at the end of the story for questions, I think by doing this a lot more children would have shared their ideas. I wouldn't skip pages and would just finish the story off camera another time to avoid disappointment. I would ensure that I make more use of praise referring to Skinner's explanation of language Acquistion (1957). I will take note on how I can improve and ensure to input this next time. I would have a growth mindset which refers to Dweck's mindset theory (1988).
In conclusion it is important to have good literacy skills for everyday lives. McCoy (2013) includes that literacy is more than an educational skill. People with low levels of literacy are more likely to earn less and experience poverty. Their opportunities are limited in other important aspects of life, including education, employment and accessing services, the cycle can also continue to their children with them having an increased chance of leaving school with no qualifications. The number of children having poor literacy skills is increasing. Bookmark reading charity (2024) includes that the National literacy trust declared a ‘literacy Crisis' with around 86% of the 458 constituencies in England having at least one ward with serious literacy issues. This number is likely to increase with families unable to access the right literacy support in the wake of the pandemic and cost of living crisis. This shows that it is important to encourage good, inclusive literacy skills within schools from a young age to ensure that schools develop happy and confident learners. 
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