Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Yasmin Etoumi

Email address: yetoumi1@gmail.com

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2220591

Cohort: 18 onwards


 




Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).
	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section). 


Legislation and policies that relate to children’s safeguarding in particular in Wales are the Children Act (CA, 1989 and 2004); the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 (UNCRC) (UNICEF, 1989) and the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (SSWBA) (2014).

The Children Act (1989 and 2004) highlights the effect of various types of abuse and offers a definition for the term ‘significant harm’, which became the threshold to warrant mandatory intervention. It also determined that local authorities have a duty to investigate if they “have reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives, or is found, in their area is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm”. This duty on the local authority to investigate is also in S126 of SSWBA (2014). 

Previously, Working Together under the Children Act 2004 (WAG, 2006) supported agencies involved in safeguarding children with guidance on what their responsibilities and roles were and procedures within the process. It also provided identified the rights of children for example, protection from harm and a right to be heard (UNICEF, 1989). The All Wales Child Protection Procedures (AWCPP) (SSIA, 2008) was then developed to highlight recommendations from reports, the CA (1989 and 2004) and Working Together under the Children Act 2004 (WAG, 2006) to explore arising areas of concern such as abuse via the internet. The Wales Safeguarding procedures replaced AWCPP (2008) (NSPCC, 2019).

The SSWBA (2014) came into force as a legal framework and changed the terminology being used in relation to children’s safeguarding from ‘vulnerable child’ to ‘child at risk’. It brought about the duty to report under S130. It highlights how wellbeing outcomes can be promoted and protected rather than focusing on evidencing abuse occurring, something which previous legislation focused heavily upon. 

The SSWBA (2014) S47 outlines what duties the local authority have to undertake. In Part 7 of the Act is information regarding safeguarding both adults and children. It describes a “child at risk” in S30 (4) as a child who “ (a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and (b) has needs for care and support”. It is noted that it can be difficult to establish what is abuse and how various factors can effect the situation such as context and age. However, there are various indicators that may contribute in identifying a child at risk which have been explored by The National Institute for Health Care and Excellence (2017). NICE (2017) highlight various indicators in relation to behaviour such as “if a child or young person displays or is reported to display a marked change in behaviour or emotional state that is a departure from what would be expected for their age and developmental stage and is not fully explained by a known stressful situation that is not part of child abuse and neglect (for example, bereavement or parental separation) or medical cause”. 

If concerns of abuse are raised under S126, the local authority has a duty to investigate as per SSWBA (2014) and S47 of the CA (1989) and a decision is to be made on any further action being required. Assessment is required under Part 3 of SSWBA (2014). If immediate action is needed, a strategy meeting is necessary as per S48 of the Children Act 1989.

550 words






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Safeguarding of vulnerable people meaning both children and adults continues to be everyone’s responsibility (Social Care Wales, 2023). Whilst the differences between safeguarding in adults and children’s social work have decreased since the introduction of SSWBA (2014), it is noted that some variances remain. 

One of the main differences we can visibly see is the ability to decline interventions and the right to self determination (Ann Craft Trust, 2022). Adults are able to decline support if they have the mental capacity to make this decision as per the Mental Capacity Act (2005). Whereas children under the age of sixteen are not able to decline further intervention and support. If an individual is over the age of sixteen, according to the MCA (2005), they are able to decline intervention if it is agreed they have the capacity to do so. This also links to the differences in consent and how an adult is required to provide consent to a safeguarding referral being made and if consent is not provided, this can defer the safeguarding going ahead, unless it is deemed to be a life threatening or a risk to the public (Social Care Wales, 2020). If an adult does not agree to the safeguarding referral being made, if it is agreed they have the mental capacity to make this decision, it can be seen as them making an unwise decision. However, for children this is not the case. If a child is told about a potential safeguarding being made and they do not consent to this going further, this can be overridden and it can still go ahead (Social Care Wales, 2020). Whilst this may seem like an unfair difference, it is perhaps due to the fact that a child may not be able to recognise risks as an adult would and it is the duty for the local authority to investigate concerns under S126 of the SSWBA (2014) and S47 of the Children Act (1989). 

Another difference that is highlighted is with the legislation being used in adults and children’s safeguarding. Whilst both rely upon the SSWBA (2014), children’s safeguarding is also linked to the Children Act (1989). There are some similarities in terms of the processes for each group however, the differences within legislation are apparent. For example, within the SSWBA (2014) the definitions of an adult at risk and a child at risk differ (Care inspectorate Wales, 2021). This may be due to differences in terms of the types of abuse experienced, various contexts and differing impacts. As a result, adults and children’s safeguarding can be often kept separate from each other in terms of training due to the differences in processes, information and legislation followed (Norfolk Safeguarding Adults Board, 2021). 




Word count: 453
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