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[bookmark: _Toc85797672]Requirements of the Independent Project
The Research Proposal is the foundation upon which you will build your independent project. The table shows the different requirements for the Dissertation and the Practice-based routes as clarified in the relevant assessment specifications:

	
[bookmark: _Toc85797673]Key Elements
	Dissertation
	Practice-based

	
	Research proposal
	Research proposal

	
	Ethics form
	Ethics form

	
	8,000-word dissertation
	Portfolio equivalent to 8,000 words



	


[bookmark: _Toc85797674]Structure
	Dissertation
	Practice-based

	
	Chapter 1 – 1200-word Introduction (which builds on the proposal).
	1. 80-hours paid or unpaid experience.


	
	Chapter 2 – a 2,500-word literature review.
	2. 3000-word written report (introduction, literature review, summary of the placement, key findings, and a conclusion).

	
	Chapter 3 – a 1,500 summary of research methods.
	3. 2,000-word personal reflection with emphasis on skills development.


	
	Chapter 4 – a 2000-word analysis of your research findings.
	4. Video presentation (5 minutes)

	
	Chapter 5 – an 800-word conclusion.
	



[bookmark: _Toc85797675]Aim of the Research Proposal
The aim of the proposal is to convince your supervisor that you have a worthwhile research project, and the proposal form gives you the opportunity to highlight key areas of your project:

1. Draft research title and question
2. Summary of research objectives
3. Theoretical context – key literature that you have considered at the early stages
4. Summary of Research Methods
5. Sampling framework – who will you ask to participate in your research
6. Initial reference list – following the Harvard structure of course

A research proposal should contain all the key elements involved in the research process and include sufficient information for the supervisor to evaluate the proposed study. At the early stages we are not expecting a fully worked-up, very detailed proposal. 

Rather we want you to share your initial thoughts which can then be discussed with your supervisor. After that, you will have the opportunity to amend the proposal with the aim that the final proposal will receive the thumbs-up from your supervisor by the middle of November.
[bookmark: _Toc85797676]Title
An effective title not only pricks the supervisor's interest but will also predispose them favourably towards the proposal. The topic should be something that interests you since you will have to concentrate on it for many weeks.  You must choose a subject on which you can easily acquire primary information (documents, interviews, questionnaires, etc.) and for which there is a body of academic literature to investigate and synthesise when identifying research questions.  

[bookmark: _Toc85797677]Research Question
Based on your research topic, the question will highlight the specific area to be investigated. Narrow questions are easier to address successfully. For example, “What is the extent of homelessness in Swansea and what is being done to tackle the problem?” Broad questions are less specific and too general. For example, “How can crime be tackled in the United Kingdom?”

Avoid setting yourself a challenge where there is a lack of widely available information. The aim is for you to shine a light into a chosen area of interest through a well-written, well-researched project, not to change the world. You might decide to do that through postgraduate study in the future but now is not the time to overcomplicate what should be an interesting and enjoyable module.

[bookmark: _Toc85797678]Summary of research objectives
Clarify how you intend to break down your project into bitesize chunks. What are the keys steps that you intend to take which will lead you on a structured and logical investigation? Consider what has led to your interest in this area and what you would like to explore.

[bookmark: _Toc85797679]Theoretical Context
We are not asking you to provide a comprehensive literature review at the initial stage. We do want students to consider key literature in their chosen field which highlights the kinds of issues to be addressed. Ask yourself What, Why, Where, When and How questions and find information which helps to answer these questions. For example, what is homelessness? Why do we have this problem? Where is it an issue? When did this issue arise? Is it better or worse today than it was previously? How do we tackle the problem?

[bookmark: _Toc85797680]Summary of Research Methods
How will you collect the information required for your independent project? Desktop research is an essential part of this process with interrogation of physical resources like books, journals, and reports, searching for online resources through Google Scholar, the library system, Browzine and so on. In addition, you are required to undertake independent research, and this will involve the development of a series of questions which you will then ask people to answer, most probably through online survey tools like Survey Monkey, and it may entail interviews or focus groups.

[bookmark: _Toc85797681]Quantity and Quality
The word quantitative refers to quantities, or amounts, or numbers. So quantitative methods relate to the collection of data which can be counted. For example, a questionnaire on homelessness in Swansea would enable you to analyse the number of responses, how many people answered one way or another to each of the questions you have asked them. This enables you to say things like, “65% of respondents felt that homelessness in Swansea has improved in the last two years.”

The word qualitative refers to measuring quality rather than quantity. Qualitative methods encourage people to explain their perspective, and these will differ from person to person depending on their values, their roles, and a wide range of influences. For example, “Why do you think homelessness remains an issue in 2021?” You may decide to interview subject matter experts for your research, people who have a relevant professional role. 

[bookmark: _Toc85797682]Sampling Framework
Who are you intending to ask to participate in your research? You may decide to seek perspectives from experts in the field, to use a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public, or both.

[bookmark: _Toc85797683]Initial Reference List
These should relate to the sources referred to in the Theoretical Context section and they must follow the Harvard referencing style.
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