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HALLOWEEN 
On 31st October, in many countries, large [1]  of people celebrate the festival of Halloween. Children dress up in horror-themed costumes and go from door to door, at night, with their parents, collecting candy from neighbours [2]  Trick or Treat. [3]  buy pumpkins , carve them into faces , and place a candle inside. They also decorate their homes with [4]  of bats, spiders webs etc... This essay compares the original meaning of this festival with its commercial side. 
Halloween can be [5]  to a pre-Christian festival [6]  Samhain. The pagans believed that at the end of the harvest year, at around midnight on the 31st October , the dead would join the living just for that one night. This later may have been merged into the Christian festival of Hallows eve when the Christian Saints , martyrs and souls of the dead were celebrated with masses and candles. However , it is this [7]  association with the spirits of the dead that [8]  led to the celebration of Halloween as a ghoulish event. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By the second half of the twentieth century , in America and Canada , people had started to celebrate this time of the year in a [9]  way by dressing up as monsters. Shops and department stores had started to sell costumes , and other accessories , based on horror movie characters such as vampires and zombies. Also , children started to go from door to door , with their friends , demanding candy or they would play a trick on their neighbours. Thus , a market was born and this new business [10]  spread to the UK as well as other parts of the [11]  . 
In [12]  Halloween has become a commercial event. What started off as a British pagan festival , more than 2000 years ago , [13]  found its way to the USA. There , in the 20th century , it was gradually re-invented as a commercial [14]  and later [15]  back to our shores. In my opinion , there are two central [16]  here. Firstly , it is always a shame when the original meaning of an event is lost in the haze of commercialism. Secondly , we should stop following everything that the Americans do and respect our own customs.
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