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Advanced proposal summary for own dissertation project

	Student Name and University email address:
	Elliott O’Donnell
2202079@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Paul Hutchings




Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology /

	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology /

	Cognitive Psychology /

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not  included in word count)





	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Research Question: To investigate whether a duration in power may be a strong predictor in a decline of selfless behaviour.
 
Hypothesis: The longer a political leader remains in power, the more self-serving they become. 







	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

This study is important because in recent years politics has dictated how nations behave, from the restrictions on protesting in the UK (Public Order Bill, 2023), the US supreme court withdrawing the right to an abortion (2020), to Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine (2022). Paramita et al. (2020) has suggested that psychological distance is a strong predicter of poor behaviour and subsequent resistance. However, with the growing utilisation of social media connecting politicians to the public, misbehaviour is still prevalent. As a result, this study would suggest an alternative theory. As despite these nations belonging to different political ideologies, these leaders all have one thing in common, that being their prolonged time in office. With works like Reykowski (2020) exploring the disenchantment with democracy and Dierdoff et al.’s (2011) conclusion in the power of the group dynamic, the presenting theory suggests that power, and the corruptibility of it may be a universal trait resulting from an extended time frame, instead of political ideology.

With this in mind, the proposed study seeks to approach this hypothesis through an experimental study in order to garner results from various groups simulating different political systems (Democracy and Autocracy). This will be necessary in order to separate participant groups into different durations of power, with Autocratic participants being unchanging whilst democratic groups being given an opportunity to shift leadership. Elected leaders within a group will be granted multiple-choice vignettes which will measure one’s selflessness.
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