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Being reflective according to Mortari (2015) is an important activity; it facilitates the identification of situations which may arise and can be dealt with ethically. It is now clear that  this research proposal would raise a few ethical issues with regards to consent, confidentiality and harm. For example, the additional responsibilities for the teacher, staff and the school, and for the participants who may be subject to unwanted attention and possible ridicule. Consequently, it has been decided that the research should be carried out in an alternative educational provision, such as a pupil referral unit, where numbers are smaller and where it would be easier to administer. It has also been decided that the Neurological Assessments should be carried out by an Educational Psychologist and not the teacher as previously mentioned.
In respect of this research proposal it has now been decided that the role of the researcher would be non-participatory; according to Simon (no date) in a quantitative study the researchers’ role should be non-existent. Non-participatory means being an ‘outsider’ (Unluer, 2012) and not belonging to the group (Breen, 2007, p. 163). This has its disadvantages, such as not giving the research credibility and according to Lewis (1973, as cited by Unluer, 2012, p. 9) an outsider ‘cannot produce a valuable research perspective’. This study is using a mixed method approach; using the teacher as ‘researcher’ therefore we also now need to consider the role and ethics of the teacher participating in the longitudinal study and the feedback they present (Eriksson, et al. 2018). 
Czarnocha (2008) argues about the conflict of using the teacher as the researcher; it is important to clarify their role. It is expected that the teacher is a voluntary participant and shares the same aim of the researcher; to improve the health and well-being of the children. Although it is anticipated that no harm should come to the children during this research, in its very nature of making this decision can raise ethical issues which need to be considered (Skanfors, 2009). Borovac argues that in order to avoid any harm and encourage meaningful participation, children should ‘feel safe, supported and valued in the research environment’(2009, p.318). 
Consent also needs to be gained from the headteacher, after being fully briefed honesty and respectfully. In terms of consent there is an assumption sometimes that by just presenting the objective of the research that consent will be given, however it is argued that consent should be an ongoing process, especially in relation to children (David, et al. 2001). Therefore, any negative impacts on the participants can be dealt with, avoiding any further distress.
Further consideration will also be given to confidentiality and privacy as qualitative studies invariably collect personal details and sometimes deduction can mistakenly give clues to a person, school or area, therefore it is important to protect identities (Kaiser, 2009). In the GDPR they summarise: using pseudonymised data can help reduce privacy risks by making it more difficult to identify individuals (ICO, no date). Gregory (2003) states that assuring confidentiality will almost always lead to consent, which is important, however, it is recommended that the collection of data is anonymised as participants have a right to privacy. It is the researcher’s responsibility to ensure confidentiality is not breached, how the data is used, who owns it, feedback of results and to consider ways in which data is handled. 
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